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Keats's Impact on Bengali
Poets -- 4 Brief “Tncbutary r¥ccount

Keats’s writing career covered
a brief span of five years - from the
twentieth fo his twenty - fifth year. Over
the length and breadth of his creative
life he went all out and strained him-
self through reading, through in-depth
thought and through experiment with
different genres and material struc-
tures, towards the flourishing and un-
folding of his poefic and personal self.
And , thus, he strove towards matu-
rity. Like Shakespeare he was a
strongly 'physical' poet. He rejoiced
in sounds, colours, textures , odours
and his poetic enthusiasm gives his
poems a unique richness. Matthew
- Arnold in his thought- provoking es-
say 'John Keats, extols him by saying
. He is - he is with Shakespeare.'
T.S. Eliot, too, has paid tribute to the
Shakespearean quality of Keats's

Krishna Chandra Maiji
Dept. of English

greatness especially as it appears in
his letters.

Keats's name and fame re-
mained in eclipse for years together.
In his lifetime he was rather cen-
sured, berated and not at all ac-
claimed . His poetic genius or litera
talent was unsung and unhonoured for
many years. He was then scoffed at,
ignored and regarded as one of the
members of the Cockney School of
Poetry by many. romantics except
Shelley. Lord Byron derisively called
him ' litfle Johny Keats ' . So to say, in
his own time, he was misjudged and

“misunderstood. But the fact that he was

a poet's poet, he lived for poetry and
understood the value and essence of
poetry was later admitted. In one of
his letters he wrote, 'Praise or blame
has but @ momentary effect on the man

AY




whose love of beauty in the abstract
makes him a severe critic on his own
works ...,

The last successful romantic
Keats inspired and fired the imagina-
tion of Tennyson, the Pre-Raphaelites
and many a painter. His influence on
Victorian poeiry ended by making him
a symbol of the poet which the new
talents of the 1910's and 1920's were
determined to refuse . The Victorians
had attached on the more imitable and
less valuable aspects of Keats's sen-
suousness without his objectivity , his
melancholy without his ' knowledge
of light and shade' . Our sense or un-
derstanding of Keats has changed .

What now seems significant in his art
are the sureness of ear and firmness

of structure, the dialectic of imagery
and the tragic vision of life .
The first impact of John Keats on
Literature was through trans-
f his odes and poems. His di-
rect and indirect domination, QU‘thr-
ity, magical spell, magneism or influ-
ence — whatever phrase may be used
_is also seen on the numberless emi-
nent Bengali poets who enriched
Bengali Literature and made him im-
mortal through their renderings .
Rabindranath Tagore, the
Bengali literary genius , was all praise
for Keats and admitted his grafitude
and indebtedness fo him. In 1895 he

Bengali
lation ©

wrote : ' The English poets | know, |
feel the heartiest kinship with Keats.
There can be many poets greater than
him, but he is @ poet of my liking s

(< =i 79 I =R @ Ryem e s
STl S @ e 7 | oia ot s Tw
IR <lIFTe #E O T TS TR W i -
...................... Tk

~ Keats'simpact on Rabindranath
is noteworthy and significant | In his

';hhabi O Gan' we get some of the
lines which are the Watermarks of
Keats's 'Ode to q Nightingale'
WL WL gra g
YRS RS Gy 78
Bz91 vmer opmey

.........................

AT ST 7T [
(=R @ sl )

Cf: Fade , fay away), dissolve , and
quite forget

a
Away [ away | for 1 will fly to thee

[ Ode to a Nighfingale]

Bengali poets like
Satyendranath Dutta, Jagannath
Chakraborty , Sunil Kumar Nandy,

Jugantar Chakraborty and others have
franslated Keats's poems and fallen
into his magical spell. There are vivid
references to Keats's in Buddhadeb
Basu's 'Jedin Futlo Kamal' [ wfim gocet
T - .

The Bengali romantic poet
Jibanananda Das was also inspired
by Keats. As samples we may quote
a few lines from 'Jiban' and 'Abasarer
Gan' byJibananonda Das :

AR A WS AR AT [ (Se)
Cf.  The weariness the fever, and
tbe f?‘et

ve, where wien sit and hea each

Here, wipere wien Sit ano pear eac
other groan ...

[ Ode to a Nightingale]

The next stanza of 'Jiban',
too, follows the same trend of
thought as Keats's :

or,
g TR A SO FOLaE 1T, T2 S0
53w fwT OT O [T (AR g9 ; ...
(&)

Cf. Markling I [Isten ; and for many
a time
1 fave been half in love with easeful
Peath.
Called him soft names in many a
mus'd rhpme

To take into the air my quiet Breat?

[ Ode to a Nightingale]

Again , the following lines from
his 'Abasarer Gan' may also be taken
into for comparison : !

TEeT TR AT ~ OTH — ARSI T
AR SUTB OT T 577 GIFT TRET ©Lo T
IR =AlTerer,

Lo LR SO IFTCT NG TR S 3 —
LI [RCHT (07 A6 TG —
A 2L IR AT GSHT [
( S=CET 4l )

Cf. O, for a draught of vintage !

that hath been
Cooled a fong age in the Seep » Selved
earth,
Casting of $lora and the country
green,
Dance, and Yrovencal song, and
sunburnt mirth
[ Ode to a Nightingale]
These citations from

Jibanananda Das and Rabindranath
Tagore clearly prove that Keats's
magic-spell - both direct and indirect
-on Bengali poets has enriched and
flourished Bengali litereture a lot .

Keats became an establised phe-
nomenon in English literature after his

B
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death. His interest in literature was for
beauty’s sake. An extraordinary de-
velopment of imaginative sensibility
and the addition of strangeness to
beauty gave birth to his sense of
beauty and led him to produce many
immortal odes and poems.

Keats's originality lies in his
sense of dedication to the whole fra-
dition of English poetry. His best po-
ems have stood up well under the most

igorous analysis and the harshest
criticism of recent years. When all
these critical assessments are added
to the evaluation of Keats, his place
in the tradition begins to be seen more
clearly.

Keats wrote in one of his let

ters : 'l have loved the principle of
“beauty in all things. ' The statements '
Beauty is truth, truth beauty' and ' A
thing of beauty is a joy for ever' found
a prominent place in most of his odes
and poems. His beauty - theory is , as
if. an echo or a reverberation of
Upanishad's message * @immasiqet
afeeife’ which is nothing but a philo-
sophical realization . To him , earthly

beauty is always ephemeral ondw
transistory ; and creative beauty , eter-
nal and enduring. His creative beauty
gave rise to creative ecstasy. And,
perhaps, because of his love for
beauty, musical language and rich
creativity many Bengali poets got
enchanted and fell into his spell.

Though two hundred years
elapsed after his birth, the beauty mye-
tic Keats is still immortol and fresh in
our mind . His name is still 'writ in
water' . The prophecy 'l think | shall
be among the English poets after my
death' has been fulfilled. He is now a
miracle or more than a miracle. In his
birth bicentenary we pay high fribute
to him with what Shelley wrote in his
'Adonais', expressing deep sorrow
and mental pang at his early death :

He is made one with Nature..
oR,
He is a portion of loveliness
Which orvice he made more

lovely.

N
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Once in a loose and journalis-
omposition | used the words tw=if5m
(karasin tel) which earned me ve-
hement ¢ ondemnation fr_om Cl-friend
of mine well-known for his fastidious-
ness in the use of words. He forcefully

ronounced that =16+ ( kerasin ) can
T ever be w7 ( tel), because it is not
oxtracted from o= (til} or sesame. My
friend was correcffrom a strictly philo-
logical point of view. Kerosene is a

otroleum product which is not even
remotely connected with sesame.
Mustard oil, rape-seed oil efc., on one
hand, and kerosene, diesel etc., on
the other, are essentially and etymo-
logically the objects of two different
worlds, though all of them are oily.

ticc

Words, in fact, are fossils
which, if examined properly, are his-
i tory, poetry and painting in one . One

The Romance of Words

Jyotirmay Jana
Dept. of English
Nowgong Girls' College

needs a rare sense of beauty and an
extraordinary insight into history so as

to perceive what the words actually
suggest.

: Despite my deep reverence for
one's penchant for the right word af
the right place | cannot help but say
that words in no language of the world
have fixed meanings and it is the con-
text, not the etymology, that deter-
mines what a particular word should
suggest. Even then, the etymological
study of words as a discipline of lin-
guistics is assuming more and more
relevance simply because it systemati-
cally observes every change of mean-

ing of a given word and admits of
variations.

Suppose, an uncompromising
linguist insists upon the use of words
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it (Kamini), st (angana), st
(mahila), = (jaya), =@ (putra), =ifs
(nati) , and 2@  duhita) in their root-

meanings. It is inevitable that he will
receive a spontaneous brickbatfelici-
tation from the feminists. Nor should
he expect to be spared by any right -
thinking person in society. All these
words are, in fact, the creations of a
rigorous, male-dominated social sys-
tem which subjected women to all sorts
of cruelty and looked upon them ei-
ther as mere lumps of flesh or as ma-®
chines for procreation. The word T
(ramani) has at its root the verb ¥
(ram), 'to copulate!. This g (ram) yields
the noun form 4 (raman) which
means 'copulation'. Etymologically,
thus, a == {ramani) becomes an ob-
' ject of physical enjoyment. The verb
- ¥ (ram) has other meanings also, of
which 'to rejoice at' or 'to delight in"
may appear less disparaging and yet
relevant. Even then the delight or joy
a = {ramani) was expected to offer
at the time of formation of this word
was bound to be sensuous at best and
sensual at worst. The verb == (lal)
meaning 'to dally with' or 'to sport
with' yielded words like @@t (lalana)
meaning 'an object of dalliance or
wanton forlics' and #feret {lalita) mean-
ing 'wanton' or 'voluptuous'. The word
2if®%f (kamini), again, is associated
with 15t (kam) or lust and, thus, a s

(kamswarupini} or an incarnation of
lust from an etymological point of
view. The very existence of the word
@ (anga), ' body', in the word =it
(angana) suggests that an ideal
woman was supposed to have no
mind, no soul} but only a well- devel-
oped body. Though the word &=
(mahila) appears to be a dignified
word today, no etymological inspec-
tion will ever allow it any amount of
dignity. A= (mahila), as annotated
in ssReT (Amarkosha) is one who 'ex-
cites (the male) with ornaments' : “wzts

- @RS (mahyate bhushanadiviriti).

The Arabic word == (mahdl) is se-
mantically and etymologically con-
nected with the verb w5 (mah) mean-
ing 'to excite and satisfy' . During the
hey-days of feudalism every =z=
(mahal) was a place for sensuous mirth
and merriment and a woman had to
be well-adorned with ornaments and
have her place in a wz=1 ( mahal ) in
order to become a %@ (mahila) .

The fact that ancient India
looked upon women as objects for
procreation can aptly be illustrated by
the etymologies of the words @
(jaya) and & (stri). The word =t (jaya)
has at its root the verb = (jan) which
means 'to procreate' and this procre-
ation stood justified by the procreation
of male children only. The women who

failed to deliver male children were J

\.

subjected to inhuman tortures. et
(Manusamhita) allows the husband to
marry a second wife if his first wife
fails to deliver any male child even
after the passing of eleven years since
her marriage. If the wife objects to her
husband's marrying a second wife
the husband can, with the power
thrusted upon him by swgmfier
(Manusamhita), bind her with ropes
and keep her confined to the house
or to abandon her in presence of eld-
erly persons. All through the wtam
(Rigveda) there are innumerable
hymns expressing desire for male
chidren, though there is not even a
single hymn expressing desire for a
female child. A male child, according
to the atam (Rigvedal, is a#is (napat)
who foils the possibility of the father's
and the forefather's falling into hell.
This w#ie (napal, yields the more con-
densed word aa1 (napta) or 7 (naptri)
which ultimately gives us the modern
word #ifs (nati). Though a w1/ (nati)
today means 'a grandson' , its earli-
est form astie (napat) meant ' a son' .
The spiritual expectation from a ==iie
(napaf) and a aifs (nati) was, how-
ever, the same (cf. the Bengali Prov-
erb “Tfé il afe™). A <@ (putra), as

defined in the 3= a(Ramayana), is one

who rescues the father (not the

" mother), from the hell named s+ (puf)

and stands by him through thick and
thin : o

‘ N
SJRITSt e Tt fPrear atuce e 1
wrg?j\@%m@sﬁ@mw\‘%m’@g 1"

- Contrary to such sky-high ex-
pectations from a male child, society's
expectations from a female child were
but little. As a wf&et (duhita) she was
expected to g (duh) or milk the cow
and as a = (kanya) she was ex-
pected to perform all that the verb =
( kan) , 'to desire ', signified. Etymo-
logically, what is a ® (stri) but 'a
bearer of children' 2 The Latin word
‘sator' meaning 'a begetter' and the
Sanskrit word  (stri) look like cousins
to an etymologist. The word  {sf#i}
has at its root the verb w7 (stai), ‘to
harden' , or 'to stiffen'. AR (stri) is ,
therefore, supposed to be a hardener
of the embyo within her womb. Sir M.
Monier-Williams infers that the word
| (stri) is a variation of the word we
(sofri), 'begetting or engendering' ,
which, again, contains the root verb
7 (su), 'to procreate'. From a strict ety-
mological viewpoint, a # (stri) is, thus,
a hardener of the foetus and a bearer
of children, and a married woman
who fails to procreate can have no

claim to the status of a & (stri). Though
we use these words even today, they
have lost their etymological connota-
tions and have become more or less
colourless.

- Every language including Asso-
mese provides us with hosts of highly
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expressive words to illustrate the ba-
sic linguistic concept that every word
began as a metaphor. Let us take , for
example, the word %fgs (stambhita)
which is an adjective of the word ==
(stambha), 'a pillar' . When some-
body stands overwhelmingly sur-
prised at something the word %fgs
(stambhita) meaning 'petrified" or
'fransformed into stone' is used as an
epithet for him. A man who looks f&ze
(mriyaman) is, etymologically, a dy-
ing man , because the verb that yields
the word is 3 ( mri ), 'to die' . The
Assamese word w¢l (chenga) is a cor-
ruption of the Sanskrit word sam#
(chaladanga, sz + =), 'a swiftly mov-
ing body' . Naturally, wm=
(chengamachh) is the kind of fish
which, in order to escape somebody's
clutch, makes a very fast movement
of the body. The word z=ifirar (kaldlil)
which, in fact, is a hybrid comprising
the Assamese word == (kal), from the
Sanskrit word #f#, (kadali), meaning
'banana' , and the Persian word i@
(dli), meaning ‘heart' , metaphorically
states what the cone of the banana
appears to be ; it is just like the heart
of the banana.

While hosts of proper names,

e.g. *&f (Shakuni), =% (Narada),

-(Badan), fistwa (Mirjafar), T
(Trisianku) and Rt (Shikhandi), are

metaphorically used in Assamese,

there are man s others which, owing

to the structural distortiohs suffered
by them, are no longer proper names
or metaphors, but are common parts
of speech. The word wif& ( genji ), for
example, has originated from the
word Guernsey, an island in the En-
glish Channel. It is believed that the
kind of garmrent known as wif& (genji)
was first made in the island of Guern-
sey. The famous musical instrument
known as w=al (tanpura) has prob-
ably got its name from w== (fambaru),
amonk, who is supposed to have been
its first designer. The word afe=y
(rabishasya) which seems to have
some efymological connection with =
( rabi’), the sun, is, in fact, a hybrid
comprising the Arabic word 3@ (the
month of rabiul), and the Sanskrit-
based Assamese word = (shasya),
meaning 'crop' . 3@« (rabishasyal is,
thus, a kind of crop which is reaped
in the month of Rabiul or springtime.
It-is easily distinguishable from =ifs-
“#1 (kharif-shasya) which is reaped in
auvtumn.

The monumental research
project undertaken by the Deccan
College of Postgraduation and Re-
search to reconstruct the ancient and
mediaeval history of India by way of
an etymological anatomisation of
words bespeaks how greatly this par-
ticular discipline of linguistics can help
a systematic study of history. As a part
of the project, the College has already

published four volumes of a Sanskrit-
English Dictionary, though it has yet
to publish fifty-six volumes more. The
research was initiated in 1956 and is
expected to be completed by 2050.
It is deplorable that a lot of valuable
data so far collected are being dam-
aged owing to the lack of adequate
computerisation facilities. Though lin-
guists of every growing and thriving

language have devoted themselves fo
the etymological study of words e
performance of the Assamese |ing,uis.rs
in this area has so far been negligible
Scholars like Hemchandra Baruah and
Banikanta Kakati, however, stand as
two shining exceptions. We strongly
hope, this hitherto neglected area of
linguistic study will be attended to by
the Assamese linguists. eee

=N,
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SPORTS QUIZ

Questions :(—

. What is the name of the trophy awarded to winner of Asia

cup?
In Australia vs England Test at Melbourne in 1979-80,
what was unusual about David Bairstow’s dismissal?

. Sunil Gavaskar scored 36 not-out in the Prudential Cup

match against England in 75. Who opened the innings
with Gavaskar? .

Which Indian players won the ‘Man of the Match’ award in
three consecutive one-day matches?

Name the cricket umpire who is also a World Cup soccer
referee?

. Who bowled the first wide in cne-day international cricket?
. Name the first bowler to have taken five wickets on his one

day international debut?
Who remained 99 not outin a one-day International match
between India and New Zealand?

. Who was the first player to play a one-day international

although he never played in a Test?

ANSWERS

oA WN=

Noon Khan Trophy.

He was run out while going for a sixth run.
Farokh Engineer.

Mgohinder Amarnath.

Steve Buckner.

John Snow.

U Karnain.

. Bruce Edgar.

. Peter Coman. (New Zealand '73)
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" Do You Know ?
| - o | Dept. of Political Science

1. D. Eisenhower was the first Ariierican President to visit India.
2. Le Corbusier designed the city of Chandigarh.

3. The 1916 Olympic Games were not held owing to the outbreak of World

Warr , '
" 4. A Jumping Tiger was the emblem of Azad Hind Fauz.
5. William Shakespeare wrote thirty-seven plays. .
6. Sukumar Sen was the first Election. Commissioner of India.
7. Tomato is the world's most popular vegetable fruit.
8. India has the largest population of catfle in the world.
9. Mexican Goalkeeper Jorge Campos designed his.own dress in the World
Cup Football, 1994. A
10. A guest of the American President lives in the Blair House.
11. The full form of CLASS is Computer Literacy and Studies in School.
12. The official residence of the President of Argentina is Rose House.
13. Lata Mangeskar is known as the Indian Cuckoo.
14. The state language of Goa is Konkoni. |
15. The nick - name of Charles Dickens, the world - famous writer, is Quiz .

16. The name of the official residence of the British Queen is Buckingham
Palace. ' '

17. The smallest country in the world is Vatican City.

18. The Nobel prize is awarded on 10 December every year.

19. The sculptor of the 'Statue of Liberty’ is Frederic - Auguste Bartholdie.
20. The address of Sherlock Holmes is 221 B. Baker Street.

Chitra Bora

: .].“3.' —

€olace

Joyashri Choudhury

tﬁe orp twigs of the fallen tree,

Are collected by the woman,
To cook her evening meaf.

Zut pour charred remains in the forest ««
WMot even food for the wild animals,
The shell that shook the earth,
Shook the fife out of me.

Your still body Fying there » myp body was there,
But the fife within me flickered
away (ke a candle.

‘Chat fateful Sayp, pour Sead body
Carried away my fiving soul'!
Soaring above with pour body

Yerhaps to fathom this strange phenomena

of fife and Seath.

A [roing voreck is what T have Hecome.
Wil 1 ever have my answer?
Joitted against fife and Seath,

Or wait for the last and final breath
To come to grips with fife and Seath
To become eternally free »
Srom this Created Universe,

To live no Age » Cycle,

To become
A Yogi filled with blessedness ! QLT

Dept. of English.
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Tte Pangs of a MWlother

Prodin Chandra Mishra
TDC 3rd year

When my mother was able to throw her slavery—
Her face then seemed to be jolly.
She aspired that her childven would fulfil her ambition,
And they would go in the right direction
With such hopes in her mind
She came forward forty-seven steps
And then retreated .
She (ooked at her surrounding hovizon~
She was grief - stricken seeing her children's degradation.

She has now seen her children going astray-

They identify themselves as a fatricide in this universe.
They are now busy in conlicts among themselves,
It is worse and more heinous than slaves.

The charms of her youth and brightness of her eyes—
All of these are now going to die.
She is repentant on her irony of fate,
Seeing what is written in her slate !

I am also an affectionate son of my mother,
Today she comes to me and whispers in my ear:
Do not forget the advice of the magnificient persons—
Who brought our glovious freedom . @@®

15,

Wings of Time

7mdaummjazmm,
SMWWWW?
%@%mqa,&gg-m.
Vhe wontd & the stage fon o shove tife.
0@%-Maawm,
smmmemmdmp

So that , with the hetp of the beot company
We can develop our pecatiandties
So that, within this shont span of life
We slisccld seiftly owr duties complete ,
Becawse time o pacsing guickly
Becawuse time o Jlecing abuormally. &

Tutul Kumar Das
TDC 2nd year
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Between the Waves

Nabojyoti Das
@' SHAount
i/

TDC 2nd year
Loave me alone , leave me alone
@fm%emafﬁfw'%e. '
@%WW@@W@W&@,
AMaybe S strike thou -
Bt trust me
@fmmtfam/%wm SHel! .

@ ' @7&;@@ %

Loave me atone , leave me alone
S am the a%ad’ec/ warrLor
@/ such a brofeen heard
Lot trust me -

K om not a m&/ﬂ’m SHA .
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