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Contextualizing Buranji, Language and ldentity Issues of Assam

Contextualizing Buranji Langquaqe and ldentity Issues of Assam:

The present beok “Contextualizing Buranfi, Language & ldentity
Issues of Assam” is an outcome of S. Boruah Endowment Lecture,
organized by the Department of History, Khagarijan College, Nagaon.
The book contains two lectures viz., Understanding Language and
dentity: A Case Study of Assam” delivered by Prof. Ichhimuddin
Sarkar, Prof. University of North Bengal, in the year 2016. In the
lecture, Prof. Sarkar adopts an anaiytical approach to explain the
grounded question of Assamese language and identity question of
the ethnic minorities of Assam. Prof. |. Sarkar's entire fecture is
divided into various sections focusing various aspects of [anguage
and social issues of Assam.

The Second Lecture “Buran]i Betweer Literature and History: A
Critical Study of the Configuration’ is a very interesting focus on
the importance of vernacular literature in the reconstruction of history
of North East India. The Lecture was delivered by Prof. Amrendra
Kumar Thakur, Professor & Former Head, Department of Histary, North
Eastern Hill University, Shillong, on November 2018. In his Lecture,
Prof. Thakur desire to explain the influence of different disciplines in
the methods and approaches of the historical writings. His paper mainly
focus an the historical value of the text Tungkhungia Buranji of late
Ahom period, which is according to Prof. Thakur, closer to ‘reality’
that expose the colonial bias encountered in the official records of

the British period.
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Message from the Principal

It is my immense pleasure to applaud the initiative of the
Department of History, Khagarijan College, that they have done a
praiseworthy work by publishing a very good book namely
Contextualising Buranji Language and Identity Issues of Assam which
is an outcome of S. Boruah Endowment Lecture Series organised on
2016 & 2018 respectively on the two very important social issues. In
this auspicious occasion, | would like to offer my sincere thanks and
gratitude to Prof.Ichhimuddin Sarkar, Professor in History, University
of North Bengal and Prof. Amrendra Kumar Thakur, Former Head &
Professor in History, North Eastern Hills University, Shillong, due to
whose invaluable contribution we are able to publish the book. | would
also like to acknowledge the initiative of Dr.Sagar Boruah, Rtd.
Principal, Khagarijan College who has undertaken such a good initia-
tive to organise endowment lecture in the college that definitely will
contribute in the field of historical research.

Dr. Ramesh Nath
Principal
Khagarijan College
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_ mm IS an attempt to analyse the higher education

stem in India. It throws light on different aspects

'ﬂlh higher education, its transition in the era of

n and recent developments. Besides taking up

mational issues, issues related to Assam and North-East

_ India are also reflected in this book. The challenges and
- loopholes in the higher education system are also discussed.
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. Ranjit Barua is Assistant Professor, Political Science,
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i ]lﬁyn amics of Higher Education in Indiga

= is a collection of research papers and articles on higher

Editorial

Education plays an important role in the development and
progress of any nation. In fact a sound and flawless education
system is essential for natioan! development. Among the three levels
of education, higher education is very crucial as it empowers the 3
individual with necessary skills and competence for achieving - |
personal and social goals. Higher education in India is going through 4
transition in the wake of liberalisation and globalisation. Changes f
are taking place in different aspects of higher education. Many
new issues and challenges have emerged due to changes in policy
perspective regarding higher education by Government.

The teachers in institutions of higher learning are under
tremendous pressure in the wake of globalisation and resultant policy
changes. The Government has not paid proper attention to the
problems and issues faced by the teaching community. The teaching
fraternity is fighting against all such odds. But still the zeal to thrive
for excellence and to move forward has not been diminished. The
teachers at undergraduate and postgraduate level have continued
to show their interest in academic and social issues as a part of
their larger social and national responsibilities. ‘Dynamics of Higher
Education in India'is the outcome of such endevour. The research
papers and articles included in this book deal with diverse aspects
of higher education. This volume is a humble attempt to reflect the
intellectual and academic pursuits of Nagaon-Morigaon Zone and
Assam College Teachers' Association. e

Dr. Nabaprasad Nath holds that education is an im
index of human development at large and development of a nati 3
particular. Higher education has a persistent and leading impacton
development of the society. In his paper, Dr. Nath tries to find o ‘
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Role of Higher Education in Rural
Development of Assam

Chow Kotong Lungking
E-mail : cklungking @gmail.com

Introduction

Higher education is considered as an instrument for
all round development. It plays a crucial role in socio-economic
and human resource development. An all-round socio-economic
and cultural development of nation mainly depends upon skilled
human resources. Full utilization of human resources would
increase the knowledge, skills and capacities of individuals in
the society raising the productivity and economic growth.
Development of nation in general and rural area in particular
mostly depends upon educational system of the country. Without
making higher education access to all, the goal of an all round
development cannot be achieved.

Present Position of Higher Education in Assam

Assam was lag i : ) .
it ged behind in the field of higher
; . u;the l% ce1.1tury_ Then the students were given
mwariJ Atm pu:su'mg higher education in Culcutta University
| - At that time there wag great demand to open 4

college at "
8¢ 8t Gaubati. As a resul of the public demand Cotton

Dynamics of Higher Education in Indid

College was establisheq in 199

01. Pri .
was no remarkable expansion of hil;: to independence dence there
After independence, gradual i _eduFaum in our state.
the state has been observed, In 1943m higher in

was established. It needs o B he‘::lt\l;:;sidtyuo;e Gauhati
i strong

College at Jowai, Tura (Meghala g -

Diphu. In addition to this, ft they:i);nem:: ‘ﬁm}g
were only 6 General Degree Colleges in the area pre
being covered by the state of Assam (Deka, 2012). At present
there are around 450 General Degree Colleges in the state.
Since independence, there has been phenomenal expansion of
higher education in Assam. Presently there are 10 state
universities, 2 central universities and 6 private universities in
the state.

Table - 1
Universities in Assam
S Name of the University Year of Category
No. establishment
I Gauhati University 1948  State
2 Dibrugarh University 1965  State
3 Assam Agriculture University 1968  State
4 Assam University 1994  Central
5 Tezpur University 1994  Central
6 K K Handique State Open University 2007  State
7 Bodoland University 2009  State
8  Srimanta Sankardev University 2009  State
of Health Sciences :

jversi 2009  Prvate

9  Assam Donbosco University o

10 Assam Rajib Gandhi University of
Cooperative Management ;
11 Assam Down Town University 2010

Dynamies of Higher Education in India
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2011 State

Ancient Studies
ml.d State University 2011 State
Science and Technology 2011 State
Kautverst '
. H 2012 Private
5 [Kaziranga University
15 2013 Private

16 Mahapurasha Srimanta Sankardeva

~ Viswavidyalaya . '
17 The Assam Royal Global University 2013 Private
18  Krishna Guru Adhyatmik Visvavidyalaya 2017 Private

Need for Rural Development in Assam

Assam is a diverse land of multi-ethnic groups. The
state is well known for its typical culture and tradition since
ancient times. As per Census Report of 2011, around 85.92
per cent of the people reside in rural areas. Hence the role
of rural areas in socio-economic development of the state can
never be ignored. In fact, without development of rural areas,
the all round development of the State is impossible.

For accelerating the process of rural development in
the state, the State Government has established the State
Institute of Rural Development (SIRD) and Panchayat and
Rural Development Department. Moreover, the State
Government has been implementing different schemes for rural
development such as Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act, Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak
Yogana, Pradhan Mantri Gram Odoya Yogana, Sampoornd
Grameen Rozgar Yogana etc. But, the rural areas of our
Stafg.have been facing serious problems and challenges such
as illiteracy, poverty, unemployment, superstition, traditional
outlook, lack of transport and communication facility, natural

‘]ﬁ!‘? like flood and erosion, lack of insfractrue, etc, since
08¢ past. Due to these hurdles, rural areas remain

Dynamics of Higher Education in India

underdeveloped. As a result, the i by
in social, cultural, educational, m z = s
Thus r-ural development is very mﬂ .far aﬂﬁx
aforesaid obstacles in order to achieve the goal of har ng ; i L
development in our state. . . %
It needs to mention that the educational scenario of
the rural areas is not satisfactory in comparision to urban
areas. The following table clearly shows the urban and rural i
literacy rate of Assam since 1971. . “

Table - 2

Urban and Rural literacy Rate in Assam
Year Urban Rural Total
1971 58.3% 25.2% 28.1%
1981 N/A N/A N/A
1991 79.39% 49.32% 52.89%
2001 85.34% 59.73% 63.25%
2011 88.88% 70.44% 73.18%

Sources: Census Report of India 1971, 1991, 2001, 2011.

Thus in order to improve the socio-economic, cultural
and educational status of rural areas of the State, education
in general and higher education in particular bears a crucial

role.

Higher Education and Rural Economic Development

Higher education plays an important role in economic
development. Economic development is one of the major
aspects of rural development. The people of rural areas of
the state are not economically sound compared to urban areas.
Most of the rural people depen:l on t;wlgm:oulmn;ic m -4
agriculture has been instrumental 10 e |
ulgaliﬁmem of the people. But the rural people of the state still Eead

Dynamics of Higher Education in India



. eoseglture system in the field cultivatio
% agricultlll'ﬂl development in rural areas,
¢ moder technological knowledge is very essentig
possible only through higher education, |y
: development of the rural areas we can never
" materialize our goal 0 make our state a developed one.
Unemployment problem and poverFy is another
formidable threat towards rural development in Assam. For
promoting the process of economic development in rural areas,
higher education can create employment opportunity and
eradicate poverty with the help of vocational education. But
the rural areas of the state are lagging behind in the field of

education.

Mmﬂmut the

Higher Education and Social Development
Education is considered as an instrument for social
change. In rural areas of our state there are so many social
problems such as superstitions, witch craft, traditional outlook,
caste system etc. These problems have been affecting our
social structure and as a result, the process of social
development becomes slow. In the modern complex social
system, our rural society must rise above social challenges. It
needs to mention here that higher education cultivates new
how@ge in the pursuit of truth and to interpret old knowledge
and b_ehefs in the light of new needs in accordance with
mialm society (Education Corpmission. 1964-66).
opment to happen there is a need for higher

cation and hence, accessibili : . ,
' ilit - .
the need of the hour, y of higher education to all is

.hﬂ‘. Education ang Cultural Development

It reflects ars &Ebasic identity and foundation of a society-
2 , W, law, custom, traditions and any other
s

Dynamics of Higher Education in India

e ultural heri 4
traditions through transmission from one genmu‘::n :ge and

As has been mentioned above that Assam is well for its rich
cultural heritage and tradition since long past. But in the age
globalization it is very essential to maintain our cultural heritage
and tradition for future generation. In fact the role of rural
areas in preservation and promotion of heritage and tradition
can never be ignored. It is on the basis of one's culture that
one may acquire self-confidence, self-respect and self-
dependence. Thus, higher education bears a critical role in
cultural development.

Conclusion

To conclude, it can be said that higher education is a
catalyst for rural development. Higher education assumes an
important role to respond continuously to the new demand
which is taking place during the rapid transformation of societies
with regard to economic, cultural, social and other aspects
(Akhtar, 2012). Higher education needs to be disseminated as
widely as possible so that rural human resources become an
important factor in national productivity, both intellectual and

economic.
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Chapter 15

Land Restoration in Mining Areas and
EmitOnmtllCorH:erm

nmnam'.xumummwwmmﬁw

Land is one of the most significant critical assets on which people rely. The
intake of mineral sources is contmnuously growing with the advancement of
technology. The mining disrupts lluuﬂutinvﬂhtp-mmwm with it
disrupts soil components inclusive of soil horizons and shape, soil microbe
populations, -ndmtuqdndmmumhlfumhhgum
ecosystem and as & result effect inside the destruction of present vegetation and
sol profile (Kundu & Ghose, 1997). The overburdened dumps encompass adverse
elements consisting of improved bioavailability of metals, high sand contem
matenial; lack of mossture; extended compaction; and comparstively low organic
matter content. Acidic dumps might also launch salt or incorporate sulphidic cloth,
which may generate acid-mine drainage (Ghose, 2005), The consequences of
mine wastes include soil erosion, air and water pollutants, toxicity,
gevenvironmental disasters, loss of biodiversity, and in the extended run. lack of
monetary wealih{ A Sheoran, Sheoran, & Poonia, 2008; Wong, 2003). To provide
one ton of copper, 350 tons of waste is generated, of which 147 lots are ilings
(Kangwa, 2008). Onthe international scale, between 5 and 7 billian bots of residues
dams arc created yearly (Edraki et al, 2014). Lack of proper mining closure
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management leads 1o risks to human fitness and agricultural productivity through
floor or groundwater pollution, offsite comamination{Charurvedi. Dhal, & Reddy,
2012; Juwarkar et al., 2009; Nazan Kuter, 2013).
Minbg:lu:ﬂumunlmmdﬁxhphm:wlmd’“ﬂﬂ
that pose severe pollution risks to the surroundings, 10 human finess, and 10
agriculture, As a result, the latest years have witnessed a global surge in research
on publish-mining panorama healing, yielding a suite of technigues consisting of
physical, chemical, orgamsc (additsonalty called phytoremediation) and combosi Festin,
Tigabu, Chileshe, Syampungani, & Odén, 2019). The mining of mineral resources
results in substantial soil damage and changing microbial communities. Reclumation
is the method to restore the ecological integrity of these disturbed rine fand regions.
It consists of the management of all sorts of physical, chemical, and organic
dasturbances of soils, including soil pH, fertility, microbial network, and numerous
sonl mutrient cycles that make the degraded land soil efficient. The productivity of
soil may be accelerated throughvarious herbal amendments, which inchude saw
dirt, wooden residues, sewage sludge, snimal manures, as those amendments
ﬂimhuﬂr:ﬁnﬁulmimywﬁchmuunmim:,mmm},m
ﬂmﬂmn[?}ﬁmﬂmbmhﬂnmﬂnmwmﬂﬂ:mxm
extensively widespread and beneficial manner to reduce erosion and guard soils in
opposition to degradation in the course of reclamation (V. Sheoran, Sheoran, &
Poonia, 2010).
mmwmmmmwummmpwm;u-
quicker fee than ather recuperation strategies over the last decade, mainly in
Southeast Asia(Koelmel, Prasad, & Pershell, 2015) Thi lnrge und spatially scanered
body of understanding has beer: systematically reviewed, covering more than a

programs(Ak, Khan, & Sajad 2013}, 10 recuperation challenges( Mahar et al., 2016
Nirola et al., 2016, Pietrzykowski, 2015) and capacity recuperation methods(Paz-
Ferreiro, Lu, Fu, Méndez, & Gasc, 2014 Rajkumar, Sandhya, Prasad, & Freitas,
2012; Sarwar et al., 201 7).

Cumm-:ﬂmlmim ﬂfwumm:pmhudmmlmnrw
mmmﬁu.nuhmuuﬂnmmmbymhwmmhm i
WIMmMmmwh} lemmﬁm:
feature and productiveness are restored. Luu-mﬁmﬂmhmh-ﬁnnm
lhnmhlhhdwdunrmhhmwmmiuﬁ'mplmmmml
uMthMID;LmHnME.YuZWE:Hm
Raghubansh, & Singh 2002) Soil presents the muse for this process, so its
composition and density immedsately aflect theﬁmmmhﬂityunhemm
Mkmmﬂphmﬁrummmmdmdumnnmﬂhmh
ﬁmmmu~mlmwmwm
1o humans{ Wong, 2003).


Highlight

Highlight

Highlight


150 ;

Attributes of Mine Swamp

Tvpes of mime wasteland

processingl Northey et al | 201 £} Whilepyrometaliurgy m the usage ul'il'u:

thermal hcl'll!d'y of mineral ores, hydrometaliurgy includes Bqueous chemistry
ev; : EeneTates giant

eMuens Mll'lmglm large quantities of wastes iuﬂ::& rnnnm:}u:::r:f

rock and really nice grained debris in tailings dams(Lottermoser, 2010), These

2002; O'Dell, Silk, Green, & Claassen, 2007). They also typically ha
charactenstics as defined underncath. s

Rock waste

mmmuﬂmdmtm 2011}, and the waste
dunps are fabricated from heterogeneous, route-grained stone. This is stored on
the mining site(Broda, Aubertin, Blessent, Hirthe, & Graf, 2014 Woiciech
Krzaklewski & Pietrzykowski, 2002; Rankin, 2011) Waste rock dumps occupy
vast regions and are not the environment(Franks. Boger, Cte, & Mulligan, 2011 ;
Likus-Cromelik, Pietrzykowski, Szostak. & Szulcrewski, 2017).

verloaded substances

Overburden includes soil and rock, which are eliminated to benefit entry to
ore deposits (Rankin, 2011, Vela-Almeida, Brooks, & Kosoy, 2015). Storing the
land on the mine site may also result m & loss of organic carbon because of exposure
to warmeness, drying, and, in some instances, freezing-thawing, ay well as decreased
nutriens biking(Mensah, 2015), and lower inputs of vitamins (Gathury, 2012),
Owverburden is nuirient terrible, and deeply excavated soils may be phytotoxic,
Thus those aren’t suatable for reclamation withow amendments{ Carrick & Kriger,
2067 ) but mre regularly used for landscape contourieg (Rankin, 2011)

Dams of tallings

Tgmndﬂ Mnﬂﬂhﬂkﬁtﬂﬁaﬂmﬂ
disposed into lagoons, growing tailings dams extraction and beneficiation
of the minerals. Tailings are regularly substances of very extraordinary grain length,
but gram length can vary depending on the rock and variety in dismeten| Edraki et
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al., 2014; KossofT et al., 2014) Pheasant particle sizes regularly result in compaction
und low infiltration quotes (Mensah, 201 % Tishall, Hughes, & Bester, 2013, Wong
2003 Furthermaore, the tailings lack organic count number{ Cooke & Johnsan, 2002
Titshall et al,, 2013}, acidic (Chaturvedi et al., 2012) and toxic because of excessiv
concentrations of heavy metals, which includes arsenic, cadmium, coppel
manganese, lead, and zinc,

The Total Effect of Mine Wastage

Other than changing the natural panorama, metalliferous mine tailings ar
stockpiled overburden pose serious pollution hazards to the envirenment, to huma
fitness, and 1o agriculture, Groundwater pollution due toacid mine drainage (AMI{
and seepage from mine waste disposal are the maximum commonpla
environmental woeres|Likus-Ciexlik e al., 2017; Sracek, Mihaljevié, Kaibe
Mager, & Viselovsky, 2010).A sulfide-bearing substance in the presence of oxyg:
and water produces AMD (Ashion, Love, Mahachi, & Dirks, 2001: A. Sheor:
& Sheocan, 2006) and dsspenses acid, sulfate, and metals. The exidation procedu
acidifies water inside the dams, which then erers the groundwater, affectin
water excellence with the sid of lowering the pH and growing contaminaty
with the help of heavy metals(Sracek et al., 2010). Tailings aren't always aci
but can also be impartial 10 alkaline depending on the determine material (e,
doloenites and limestones are alkaline), Chemicals used to “enhance™ ores ¢
render thilings and tailings wastewaters saline{Karczewska et al., 2017, Wojcie
Kraaklewski & Pietrzykowski, 2002). Therefore, seepage from mine waste durmy
and accelerated concentrabions of heavy metals lead to polluting undergrou
water (W Krzaklewski, Barszcz, Ma'ek, & Pictrzykowski, 2004; A. Sheoean
Sheoran, 2006: Tutu, McCarthy, & Cukrowska, 2008: Von der Heyden & Ne
2004). At many places, e.g., the Zambian Copperbelt region, tilings dams |
often built close 10 human settlements in which the amied groundwater Can p
a danger to farmers(Von der Heyden & New, 2004). Concentrations of hes
metals are usually highest at a distanceas much as one hundred metersfrom
ﬂrﬂhﬁofmmwnnbe:prndwmﬂutplolwhnﬁ
wastelands(Nozan Kuter, 2013, July 1). This dispersion is frequently due to
fact the dam walls are barren, and the impoundments are regularly on floodpla
in which the surfaces of the dumps are prone to erosion by way of water dur
the rainy season (Nazan Kuter, 2013, July 1). Soil contamination is gener:
observed through a decreased range of microbe communities (Mensah, 20
Wang, Zhao, Zeng, Hu, & Yu, 2015; Wong, 2003), or by way of their decres
abundunce, specses richness, and activity( Liso & Xie, 2007). The abiotic s
because of heavy metal pollution impacts the overall development and vitalit
microorganisms| Liso & Xie, M?;Hmsm&ﬂm,m;wh
the potency of microbes result in adverse soil quality(Wang et al., 2015). 8§
imfected with the aid of accelerated concentrations of heavy metals ulso res
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““‘:““" and Management of Post-Mine Seil

., Cealogical healing, as described by the Society for Ecological recovery

8 “the procedure of assisting the br:mM|m of an atmosphere that hf:::
w_w or destroyed”. Within the literature, the phrases brealing,
retabilitation, mhmmﬂmﬂm“mmw
(Seabrook. Mcalpine, & Bowen, 2011). While restorstion is the reparation of
exosystem techniques. products, and offerings without necessarily attaiming a return
1o pre-disturbance conditons, reclamation s the physscal stabilization of the terrain
W @ non-erosive country and remediation s the method of correcting & specific
hassie and thereby reversing or stopping damage 10 the environment. In the mining
coftent, reCovery is symonymouws with rehahilitaison and 1s defined as the developmen
toward the recuperation of the authentic atmosphere (Lima, Mitchell, O'Connell.
Verhoeven, & Van Cappellen, 2016}, or 1o & singulsr surrounding while the hiotic
and abiotic adjustments have been 100 severe (Hobbs, Higgs, & Harris, 2009;
Pretrevicowski, 2015). In differems words, it is & system vin which the effects of
minkng a1 the surroundings have restored throughthe reconstruction of a stable land
o followed through revegetation or improvement of alternative land use on the
reconstructed land shape. We use the term restoration oo thas evaluation as 1
encompasses cach reclamation and remediation. and its purpese is mare hooked
up within the Inerature Restoration of forested landscapes afier evireme minng

Rebudding Soil structure

The first soil aspect addressed all through reclamation is the shape of the soil
ssedl as 1t's miles replaced onto the reclamation web page. Soil shape consists of
uilwﬂhﬂ:ﬁlprﬁ:hmwmﬂwwhﬂhﬂh
mmum-mmmmum.@um
Hu“wﬁmhﬁdnmwhmﬁmw
the method of substitute followed Visser, Fujikawa, Griffiths, & !'uidunn.
|m;mmim-mmmm-mmm
and lateral penetration Rock contents within the surface of & reclaimed bench or
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cut-slope will decrease over time because of weathering of rock fragments o 5ol
sized debris and cansequently have better water retention traits, Gypsum
(CaSO, H,0) has traditionaily been used to improve sodic medes fior plant boom
{Richards, 2012).

Management of Soil pH

Lirne addition is a conventional approach to kewer the heavy memilic mobilicy
in salls and their accumulation mside the plant because it will increase the pH of
soil. Same vegetation may be planted a1 acidic dumps (pH 3.6-3.9), which wil
increase the soil pHIGin & Dollhopl, 1991). Organic amendments consisting o
woadchips, compasted green waste or manure, biosolids, evc. also will increase i
sail pH, also improves soil shape, water hobding capacity, cation exchangeability
offer a sluggish-relense fertilizer and function a microbial inocubumi TordofT, Baker
& Willis, 2000).

Increase Soil Fernility

Regions reclaimed for agriculture or other in-depth use will fypically requir
renonation of the fertilizer programmed. There also are positive amendrments the
have shown promise for impeoving wreck as a plare booin nsadum, The acddition «
woodchips mcrenses plant growthiSmith, Schuman, De Puit, & Sedbrock, 1985). Woe
residue with N improves the outcomes of fertilezers, mcluding N and P, at the san
time a5 armendmens with gypeum will menease the level of soluble salts( V. Sheorw
Sheorsn, & Poonin, 2009, Voorhess & Uresk, 1990) Sawdust and sewage slud)
were extensively dasnmed as effective shon-tme period fatilizers and resouro
of lovg-time stuggish Imnch nitrogen(Hall & Williams, | 585; Murshowes, 1994; Sydn
& Redeme, 2002), besides serving us microbeal inoculems.

The protectian of plant to be had phosphorus (P} in mine soils over the yea
s hindered many reasons. For example, mine soils are enniched in Fe-oxides th
adsoch water-soluble I* that is then “constant™ mto unavalbable burcaucracy. T
tenidency of mine sods 10 repair P will increase through the years. Large fertil
applications of P during reclamation will ensure that enough P migit be 1o be h
aver several vears to support plant growth and 1o baild the natural-P pool. A few
may even become 10 be had 1o the plant network as local calclum
inside the rocks decompose, bul this P en’t abways sulficient o fulfifl the wishes
a vigorous plact network. A few species, especially from the family Protease,
said 1o be adversely laid Jow with the application of P-fenilizers. Those unlavora
impacts are possibly 10 be visible principally on sandy soils, and are much |
peobable to oocur on more exceptionalgrounds with a moee excellem capabiliny
adsorb P, The long-time productivity of the plant/soil device is dependent yj
numerous fundamental factors: (i) accumulation of soil natural rely and N;
maintaining N-solving kgumes within the sand; and (i) established order of
organic-1 pool and svoidance of P-fixationd Danscls & Zipper, 2010); Ghose, 200
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Bacterig

Microongansm presem , _
carbon supplied with the 18 o il s  sugply Of quite simply o idera bie
and stimulate nitrogen |

Mycorrhiza

Mycorrhizal propagule densities femain
omurunoculited sites but re-establish
i o o e ol i,
fscue, wivch can be greater conducive 1o mycorrhizal colonization than those firsa
appraring on the website (Gould & Hendrix, 1598; Gould, Hendrin, & Ferriss, 1996)
Mucorthizal propagules present within the topec] can be mm“ihﬂ!llliﬂll'll
presence of appropriste host plamt life Overlaying reunfold soils with 30 am of
ol (withow mveorihiz] nocubam) akso encouraged host colonization through
tmycorrhizal fungs, wheress using hiry. Vopsoi] with noculum or sewage studge had ro
impactl Lindemann, Lindsey, & Fresquez, 1984), Sewage shudge iy sdditionally
sugrpwess imyuirthiz] developmess utiliting growing the phosphorus available m host
plast e Duft & Hacskavlo, 1976), Soil mecrobe populsce persists in stored soul and
can be mapired in the course of reclamaon with the aid of changing the system with
a supply of orgatie carbon or with the assstance of adding approprinie host plants,
Muary plant species, maindy e omes that are mycorrhezal (e g, Sorxes bespadeza),
are capable of draw P from difficully 1o be had assees.

Handling the microbwl populace within the thizosphere - via the wsage of an
inoculum consisting of a consortium of plan! increase selling rhizobacteria,
nrvuurthiza-heiping bacreria, N-fixing rhizobacterin, and arbuscular mycorrhazal
fungus as allied colonizers and bofertilizers: should provide ora with sdvantages
vital for stmosphere restoration. L s crucial 1o apply indigenous arbusculnr
mverwrhizal furgus strains, which can be qualny adapeed 10 real soil and clmanc
st bewis 1o prosiuce ste-particular arbuscular eryoorrhizal fungus inoculal Musnmey,
Stahl, & Buyer, 2002b).

low right now afler reclamation

Carbon Cwole

Natural carbon facts the metabolic hobby of many sodl microbes. Micrabes
remp carbon via Their symbeotic relationships with sustable hast placts or lrot orgasnic
carbwe availabie muide the soil 2 o result of decompasstion of plant and animal refy
upon. Removal of topsosl from & maning site and mixing it with underlying soil
drastically reduces the relative percertage of organic carbon Visser ot al., 1754}
Liatle extra trade on this percentage outcome from the prolonged garage of land.
mhﬁmmmm‘mm“

L
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Atierdng sorl with bark (Elkine, Parker, Aldon, & Whitford, | 984)or fenilizng and
planting ryegrass Willumon & Johnson, 1991 ), provides bacteria with enough
orgamc carbon 10 simulste metabolic activity, which can be measuned employeny
extended mactobeal carbon. Plant-bie Onlbergiasmson improves the feld moisture
content material (74%), pH (5.5), matural carbon (15%), and NPK. The growth in
organic carbon degree is becanse of the baillup of leaf maxidle and itsdecomposation
to shape humus (Manl & Chose, 2005),

Nirrogen Ciyole ’

Migrogen in eeganie foem s tramformed via microonanisms o aEmimonm
INHL+ ). Befow particuler sicustions, specific microbes mside the soll use ammonium
N withun the lond for electrcity and in doing so. oxidize ammoniam first into mirie
and then intonitraie which plants can then use o grow, a manner known as
niarification. A sumber of that nitragen & taken im through plants in that region, and
the name of o escapes into the atmosphere. Freefloating stmospheric nitrogon
cun, im urm, be = fixed” by flora to be able to, o the axd, be aten or die;, boginning
the cycle all anoiher time Amending the stockpiled soils with |5 cm topsoul in 1he
cotrse of respreading stimulates nitrificatson and reduces laiching. During the
first years after rechumation, nitrilication quotes in reclaimed sites have been less
than the ones in undisturbed places but approached bevels just like undisturbed
wehsstes afler iwo vears {Duvies, Hodgkineon, Younger, & Chapenan, 1995).

Nutrient recyching and svailabidity on recluimed sitzs sre contemplated i pan
with the aid of the charge af decomposition of plant matter. Clater decomposition
i mined lond verses unmined land s Freguently netarded wll trough the inisial
mimnihs after reclnprsion (Lawrey, 1977 ) The pressiice af beavy mstals that lessen
soil pH and the abserce of a muddled layor create a detnimental microchmate for
soil microbes mccoustable for breasung down nutural substance. Decomposition
prices seart 1o epealive afler siv months, suggesting incrensed nucrobial pastime
However, the prefiminary demise of recycled vitaming may want to hander the
establishment of the latest plares. Amending mise spoils with bark as opposed &
topsail extensively will increase soil microbe hobby (Elkins e al., 1984,

Franocle Sool comrn!

characteristics of pinnacle soil while in storage and sdditionally after it has beer
redutributed into the seered regiond Sendlein, Yazmicigl, & Carlson, 19835014 i
advisable to keep away from lopsoil storage, especially o the Yong term, for o whili
by wary of which the mine break can not hold s sustainabiliy for appropriate plan
increase without onanic reclamation and, additionally, upkeep of growth of aercby
bacterinl Ghose, 2005) A sizable majority of surface mincs these days rent som
shape of comtrolled cverburden placenen techmques and wilice pinnacke soi
substitules derived from blasted mine damage substances. Becawse natural soll
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ecame than, rocky. sckdic. and mfertile. regularty making o mpractcal 1o saivage
ﬂnﬂwﬂmww}hpﬂtﬂwnm
remorsnon comeguenthy e own in mime spoils composad of freshly blasied
overbwrden matermis{ Dasich & Zipper, 2010; Naghe & Conle, 1997)

Kevegpetanon is Mining Land

Plamts have & vital posithon it defermive the soll surfsce from erosion and
aliowng sccumulanan of phoasam deben (Conesa. Garcia. Faz. & Arnaldos. 2007,
Tordof @ sl 2000} They can reverse the degradanion process vaa sisbilizing soils
thdhpmm.m:tqnﬂmpuﬂh
mﬂﬂ“.wﬂmmﬂﬂﬂuﬂﬂﬂ
uq-—wﬂ-uhuﬁuthmmuuﬁhumn
wdmm#ﬂnmmﬂumm
_whnhuﬂ-hun_imn—ﬁwi—ﬂﬂ
“nmnﬂhmm-uﬁﬂ:lmhﬂrh“m
mm_mhtmm;ﬂ.ﬂﬂﬂﬂnlﬂ
DOy

mwﬂnﬂmm&nwmwm
Mnhﬂntﬂpﬂnhﬂhﬂhﬂﬁ“ﬂﬂ
reproduce undernesth severe conditions peovaded bath by using the aetre of the
e susbicne the soil structure (Madeion, De Mora, Felipe. ungon. & Cabrera, 2006)
vepestscn or fodder, whtch could grow  nutriem-poor solls Sclected plars lfe

o by M*.hhdﬂwhﬂhm
Mermendes, Garcya. & Roldan, 2002, Mendcs & Mascr. 2008)

The fumction of individual or local spocies i reclmation desires Cautions
arscmion 55 sewhy DO U SPECICS ey SMErgE b3 pests i ather conditions.

e of varsms sclf sustssng plant groups (Shu. Lan. Zhang. &
Womg, 2000, Sengh @ i, 2002, Xisien, Dangme. & 204)
Trmen i pumentially Enhance woik Hroug sty of

hss restrained altermatives either keeping mine lands derelict and ponds ruined o
mwwmmmmmm
ﬂhﬂﬂ“W‘hWﬁh
w.ﬁﬂmﬁm.““mu.#hﬂ_
ﬁpﬂﬂmmmuﬂm#“-ﬂ
Fﬂ“ﬂhmmmwwiMh
collsboration with mune proprictars. Forest branches may also offer techrucal
—wﬂﬂﬂ;mlﬂﬁ.w“ﬂmlﬂ
i would be useful 10 take o sccouni mobilising financial assets for restoration via
o clesn legal ramework that forces mme propoetars [0 fiance e restoration of
*#hm-n“ﬂ““ihh-ﬁ-
u:ﬂﬁﬁmlmﬂmmﬂ
o craft mechamsms o nune e o make sure that they are compenastang
the conviiueeental damage »
1 vem Eongh e and endir amernt of mine ymash recupetation policy shouk
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become thin, rocky, acid making it imgract
e m;;:mbc;:}d mfﬂ_tl'lt. Mrlyh ing it ; ical 1o sal

) | ace-mined regions The plant species used in active
mmmmh yllrtpimphnum!puihﬁmmnfﬁnﬂyﬂl
overburden !!{Dnmch&.?,lppu. 2010, Nagle & Coaje. 1997), A

’ in natural count number from
nutrients are an awful ot more wi s

w (Conesa, Schulin, & Nownck, 2007, M. Li, 2006, Mendez & Maier,

The revegetation of ernded ccosystems should be achieved with vepetation
mwmmmmmdrpummﬁumldlmnnkmwuu
mmmmmmmmmqhmmu
dmpmm.hnpmdmhmnhﬁﬁumhmludmﬁumdmﬂﬁrmhiliy
mmhﬁi&:ﬂnmﬂm[hﬁﬁhhﬂm.?ﬂinm&% 2005 3,
Daily exercise for revegetation is 10 pick out drought-resistant, fast-growing
wmwrm.mmmmmwm&wpmm
must be smooth 10 set up, develop quick, and feature dense canopies and roor
structures. In cenain regions, the prmary component in slopping vegelation s
acidity. Flora ought to be toleramt of sioel contaminants for sisch sies (Carnvacs,
Hernandez, Garcya, & Robdan, 2002; Mendez & Maier, 2008),

The function of imdividual or local species in reclamation desires cautious
attention as newly brought unigue species may emerge as pests in other conditions.
Indigenous speckes dre SUPEnor 10 exotics due 1o the fact they arere most probably
o suit o the Fully purposefiul environment und are clarstically taikred (Chaney
@ al. 2007, Y-M. Li @ al, 2003) Greens have both productive and negative
consequences on mining areas Grasses are the early sign of revegetation. They
are often needed to stabilize soils, but they will compete with woody
regeneration Roots of grasses are fibrous that may slow erosion, and thewr soll-
formmng lendencees, n the end, produce a layer of organic soil, stabilize soil, consenve
soil moisture, and may compete with weedy species The preliminary cover has o
aliow the improvement of various self-sustaining plant groups (Shu. Lan, Zhang. &
Wong, 2000; Singh & al,, 2002; Xiuzhen, Dongmei, & Yigun, 2004).

Trees can potentially enhance soils through several strategies, comsistang of
organic nitrogen fixation, uptake of nutrients from beneath and reach of roots of
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tnderneath sory herbaceous plant life, increase water mifilration and storage, reduce
loss of nutrients via erosion and leaching, enhance soil physical residences, lessen
soil acadity and enhance physical properties, lessen soil acidity and improve soll
organic activity— addstionally, new self-maintaining topsoils created by way of
trees. Plant clutter and root exudates provide nutrient-biking 1o soil (Coates, 2005;
Mertens e al., 2007; Padmavathiomma & Li, 2007; Pulfiord & Watson, 2003),

On mine spoils, nitrogen is a first-rate imiting nutrient, and the regular addition
of fertilizer nitrogen may be required 10 preserve wholesome growth and patience
ol vegetation ( Yang, Shu, Ye, Lan, & Wong, 2003) An alternative method might be
to introduce begumes and other nitrogen-salving species (Zhang. Shu. Lan, & Wong,
20011 Local leguminous species show more sigmilicant developenent in soil fertility
parameters in cofmparison lo native non-leguminous speches. Additionally, native
legumes are mare encrmous green in bringing out differences in soil properties
than distinguished pods within the quick-term (Sirgh at al . 2002),

Discussion
Restoration techniques implemented i a conducive environment through
imparting “areas" 10 nearby humans 1o perticipate and take a selection of different
aspects of restoration. That is the maximum vilal aspect to cantain nearby groups
and assist them m craft regimes for livelibood improvement. Even though there are
admmstrative departments inside the government addressing waner, forests, mining,
and drought policies but there stays a lack of cohererce in ruming of these. However,
locating “spaces” in current policy and coverage frameworks consisting of joint
woodland maragemen! can be done. We endorse that village wooded area control
and protection commattees created for joint fores! management (JFM), hited for
hmarﬂ-:m%mumrﬁummmwm
of sediment and next use for healing will be a high priced affair. However, society
has restrained alternatives: either keeping mine lands derelbct and ponds ruined or
enhancing productivencss through restoring and revival. The resources mobilized
with the aid of three stakeholder-departments: Mines, Water/Irrigation, and forest,
However, for silt removal mobilized from the angoing effoets of the govermment
far promotian of rainwater harvesting, Shipping and spreading of sediment g
protecting fencing of the restoring areas (inanced through department of Mines in
collaboration with mine proprietors. Forest branches may also offer tochnical
steernge and uselul genetic resource ( soeds, vegetagive cutings, plamt life). Begides.
1t would be useful to take into dccoumt mobilizing financial assets for restoration via
a clean legal framework that forces mine proprietors to finance the restoration of
miine spoils. In conjunction with command and manage measures, it & also critica
10 utilize econcenic loals like overall performance bonds. Shipping regulations nee
to eruft mechanisens for mise owners to make sure that they are compensating fou
the envircomental damage

Emmmmmhmuurm“mmm
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! OPCTAion is feasible
It might be beneficial 1o make ¢leay mb:f$
. du.- full cost related 1o (1 i
il removal, (i) safery 1o adjoming flowers

human activities on tropical ecosystems(Bawa et al, 2004 i

opec ). Restoration has 1o
thus recognition on scientific knowledge in addition 1o the strategic inclusion of
local people and their values and expertise in the recuperation process( Janzen,
1995, Pandey, 2003; Sayer, Chokkalingam, & Poulsen, 2004).

Conclusion

Mature is 3 free shopping complex from where we can pick anything anytime.
It satisfies our neads and 10 live well on this earth. As a matier of gratitude, we
must have a look that our overconsumption doos not empty its treasure. It is our
maoral duty to look for sustainable development and to keep our planet intuct for the
syrvivability of future generations 1o come.
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Role of women in Indian society

Prof Ajanta Bora Khargharia
HOD oF Education, Khagarijan College, Nagaon

The role of women in society has been
sl overseen in the last few de:cad,:.u but
;,mr s coming o @ mﬂ‘rf.' pcm[ftcl.we Lo
prk_wﬂmgn play van:t}f.nf islgnlficant
oles in OUF society from their birth till the
«d of life. Even after playing her all the
«les and the entire job timely in efficient
sanner in the modern society. She is weak
hecause man is still stronger gender of the
weiety. Even after lots of awareness
programs, rules and regulations in the society
by the government, her life is more
complicated than a man. She has to take
cre of herself and family member’s
danghters, grandfather, sister, daughter-in-law,
wile, mother, mother-in-law, grandmother etc.
By following such a big responsibility in the
lamily, they are fully able to come out and

4o job for bright future of ow
Country,

Women play a great role in everyone's
1

thout _which we cannot imagine the
i ml::fc:fe They are highly responsible
Sorien h'iﬁlll contribution of the life on

L Earlier they were considered as

n, family and

life

a2

only wives and mother who have 10 cook
food, clean home and take care of the whole
family members alope. But now the
contribution has been improved a litle bit.
They have started taking part in the many
activities other than family and kids,

If we compare the current status of
women than the ancient time, we can say
that the really the condition is improving
gradually. Woman is being professional,
bread eamests for their families and an
independently thinking individual of the
country even after only being responsible for
many responsibilities of the life. Traditonal
Indian woman have started proving
themselves more skilled and competent 1n
many professions than men. And, day by
day the situation is improving fast by breaking
all the barriers of the way.

The Indian government also played
great role in the woman empowerment by
implementing various rules and regulations.
The ancient time trends such as female
feticide, dowry deaths, child labour, sexual
harassment which has been banned by the


Highlight


government which has really improved the
woman status in the society. The status of
women in urban societies is better however
in various rural societies il is worse because
of lake of proper education and education
system. A woman gives birth to a baby and
considered to be only responsible for her
baby regarding care. She never demands
anything in her roles instead, She performs
her roles politely all through the life without
any argue.

In the growth and development also
women play a great role for the society and
making it an advanced and modern society.
There are famous saying by the Brigham
Young that, “You educate a man, you educate
a woman, you educate a generation.”

Education and giving power to the
woman is of great importance which needs
to be followed in the society to bring women
empowerment and development of society.
Because it is truc that if a man is giving
educated and empowered, only he can be
benefitted however, if a woman is getting
educated and empowered, whole family and
society can be benefitted.

Women have a great contribution to
the society, they make a family, family make
a home, home make a society and ultimately
societies make a country. So the contribution
of a woman is everywhere from taking birth
and giving birth to a child to the care for
whole life and other areas. All the roles and
responsibilities of the woman can never be
neglected by the societies. Without education

and women empowerment no development
is pn('\qihlc in the family, society and country,

woman in modern Indian societies are
really forward if we compare them from the
ancient time but if we talk about the women
empowerment, We can say that not really
women are empowerment in all areas. Even
after being SO forward, women need to go
for long way defeating hard circumstances,
Women are not things which can be neglected
because of their less power and authority
instead they should be empowered and
promoted to get higher education,

Women are the half population of the
world mean half power of the world. If
women of any country are not empowered
mean that country is lack of half power. By
nature, women plays their all the roles with
great responsibilities and the roles with great
responsibilities and have capability to make
a healthy family, solid society and powerful
country. We need to understand that i
uneducated women may handle home
properly then why not well educated women
can lead the whole country like men.

The modern women are included
towards the social issues and trying hard to
improve the social status of women at large.
Increased awareness and education have
inspired woman to come out of the four walls
of the home.

Much women activity supported and
participated in the nationalist movement and
secured prominent position and offices in
administration and public life in free India.
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Women is playing a great role for the society.
Role of women in politics

Education of women has not only
helped them to become aware of the political
problems, but they are gradually becoming
active participants in the political life.

Some are enrolling themselves as
members of political parties, attending party
meeting. conventions and carrying out political
programs.

Some women is attending the influential
political structure of their own and has
become instrumental in many girls enter into
careers apparently not because they want
them, but because there is nothing else to be
done until their parents find them husbands.

Role of women at universal on equality
Women equality regarding education,

employment and power is still an individual

rather than a universal achievement. The

majority of our woman is still content to

accept an inferior status, it is by and largely

because, although legally woman have equal

rights with men, there are not enough job for

woman and working woman not adequately

protected from exploitation.

Role of women in marriage

® Most women, even the educated,
regarded marriage as a matter of
parental choice.

® Many girls enter into careers apparently
not because they want them, but
because there is nothing else to be done
until their parents find them husband.

Role of women at universal on her
equality:

Women's equality regarding education,
employment and power is still an individual
rather than universal achievement. The
majority of our woman are still cannot to
dCCepl an our woman are still cannot to
accept an inferior status it is by, and largely
because, although legally woman have equal
right with men, there are not enough jobs for
women and working women not adequately
protected from exploitation
Rural women in India

According to Indian constitution
woman have more rights for enjoyment and
privileges while they are urban women rural
women,

Generally. most of the women are living
in the urban area which is middle class and
educated woman. They have the right for
raising the movement of socio-economic
status, But the rural women yet o enjoy
their rights and privileges as enshrined are
the constitution.

Women welfare organization

There are many organizations for the
women welfare. Here, such organization at
the national level and important organization
are young for examples. There is also local
organization for the woman welfare in the
many cities such as Mahila Mandal, Mahila
Samiti and Recreation Club etc.

Condclusion
In the modem country, the educated

0%



women are playing role on just threshold of
transition from tradition to modemity. Women
also want to raise their status and position in
the society and it must be higher. There are
many works for women to change her
position in India and improvement of their
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Participation of Women in
Politices of Assam

Mainul Hoque Akanda
Silu Das

Introduction
Generally by the term “Equal political participation” mean
both man and women have equal right to participate in the
decision making process and it is one of the key tool o make
democracy successful one. But India is failed to bri ng equal
Women representation in the political system. According (o the
Ja.mnun 325 and article 326 of the Indian Constitution every
ciizen has equal political right. But women enjoy this right
mostly as a voter or in campaigning, not as a political
representation. The Total female population of the India is 48.5%
according to the roll census,
the LokSabha hold only 11
11.4% seat at present.

yet the women representative in
.8% seat and in RajyaSabha hold

Bug_.—omcoe.n_.. coming to the situation of Assam the women
fation has not increase more than 11% after the 71

. " of country independence., During the Pre-Independence
I penod, women of A

o - ssam take active part in various national
._ »Ha.m.:ci their patriotism, political interest and
qualities women like Puspalata Das, Kanaklata

Kolong-Kiling « 218

Baruwa, Chandra Prabha Saikiani egc
also Assam women too| part im m :
Assam Movement of 1979 and Lan

3y state’s movement Jike
as Bodo, Karbi, Dimasa are involving in &m”«a&ﬁiﬁg mcmv
to protect their community interest. But still ﬂrg MB &
representation is very low both in State Assembly aﬁﬁ_“ﬁu
though the half of the Assam population is women n_m-a
48.82% according to the 2011 census, yet among the ma chief
minister  only one female AnwaraTaimur become the chief
Minister of Assam . At present Assam legislative have § women
representative, in LokSabha out of 14 seat , women hold two

seat and out of 7 RajyaSabha seat only RaneeNarah is the only
women representative.

Challenges of women political participation

a) Social Problems : The Society of the Assam is puritanical,

where family decision is taken by the male member and under

such situation women are under estimate as not able to take the

decision of state. Generally it is belief that women are emotional

not rational to manage political activities. Some of the social

problems are given below :-

|. The politically interested women do not get the support
from the family members. Most family wants their women
10 be confine at home and not enter into political world.

2. In some society, women candidate are neglect by the éﬁw
itself. They think that a male representative can do their

development activities better than a female representative.
As candidate have to engage IS

3. Security is another factor. . :
' administrative activates

campaigning and may political and
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b) Economic Problems: In a male dominated society, man is
the bread winner of the family and sole holder of the family
property. And being agriculture based state most of the women
depend on husband income. So it became difficult for the Assam
women to enter into politics when they are cconomically
independent. Though Election Commission limit the expenditure
in election, but in practical political world it is the game of
money, where each party candidate spend huge money to win

T time and any place, mostly young female candidate

- hesitate to enter this field.

4. Time management became another problem. As women
have to manage both the family and the political affairs.

Table-11
Party wise ticket distribution of 2016 Assam | egislative ] LR

Part Name
Congress

1

R/

AGP

BPF

CPI-M

CPI-ML

Samajwadi Party

All India Trinamul Congress

United People Party (UP)

BJP

AIUDF

W“GHH—--NH;

Socialist Unity Center of India | 4

the election.
Table -
Rural Urban
Year Female Male Female Male
72-73 31.8 54.5 134 | 501
87-88 323 53.9 152 | 50.6
96-97 29.1 55.0 13.1 521
2001-01 28.7 544 14.0 53.1
2004-05 32.7 54.6 16.6 54.9
¢) Political Party Issue : Political party is one of the major

medium through which the women representation can be
increased. But most of the parties do not allow even 30% of
seat to the women. As party member have general conception
that politics is the game of men and giving ticket to the w

will be not fruitful to the party.

The total number of women candidate contest

2016 election is 85 against 1095 male candidate.

Kolong-Kiling = 220

ing the

The table shows only 39 women were chosen to contest
2016 Assembly Election on official ticket of political party. It
needs to mention here that 46 women candidate contested as
independent.
D) Women Reservation Bill: By 108 Amendment Bill in
2008, the 33 % seat of LokSabha and all state legislative
assemblies for women was proposed. But the reservation bill
remains lapsed bill as it was passed by only RajyaSabha and
LokSabha never voted on it. But reservation of seat is one of
the important way to increase the women representation
Rawanda Rank highest is number of women representation
with 64 women (to 36 men) in parliament by the process of
30% women representation followed by the Bolvia with 53.1%
The government of India Act, 1935 provided reservation

of seat in the Assam Legislative Assembly from me___oaw
Constituency to the women. But it &a.:ﬁ brought any fruitful
result. Therefore, women reservation bill must pass. N

E) psychologically not well prepared: .iosﬁ: m“.ooa “NM
culturally and religiously hold the mccc@wawwo? ____”w 5
society, so they lack the confidence in participating the poliics.
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g their seat like BijayaChakraborty, RaneeNarah o

F) Political Background family: Though in Indian democryc
itis allowed that all mentally sound citizen are allow (o vote maw
contest election. But in practical sense the candidate Wwho have
political background family or well connection with the political
member are mostly able to get party ticket and contest the
election. And under such condition women suffer most. [f we
see, few women in national or state politics. They have wel]
connected political background.

G) Corruption: There is no doubt that candidate winning in
the election depend on money they spend during campai m:wz g
But sometime they have to pay huge to get the party ticket. So
it became one of the reasons of women not contesting Election,

iaBna are also subjected to sex corruption to win appointment
Pposition within political party.

Conclusion
Thus from the above analysis, we can get a clear idea
that women in Assam politics lack for behind the man. The
percentage of women in Assam assembly and parliament is
very low. So it is the outmost necessary of the present time to
make the women conscious about their political right to empower
n..n.:ma_cnm. Self-confidence and status of the women should
rise S.BEEmm the campaigning and the political platform.
mn_._ngg and training can help to develop the leadership and
855:291_8 skill. The polity parties and the society should
_o_".wbmn their political conception toward the women to make
w&ognn»nw more successful, both man and women should
equally participate in the decision making and make it more

Kolong-Kiling = 222
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responsible, equitable, participatory and inclusive

Table -1l o
Participation of Assam women i LokSabha Election

L B

Year of 1952 [ 197 [ 19k | 1947 0 e 1

clection T 9% [ [ T T
particpation |2 12 13 12 (37 [3 (2 To o e

wieer 10 |2 |2 [1 1 [2 [0 |0 " “ “ e

e 3110 12 121
Source: Election Commission of India 1

|
Table-1V

Year wise Women participation in Assam Assembly Election <
Year of 1952 [ 1957 [1%2 [ 1967 | 1972 [ 1978 |58 | 1wmn | e oo [ |3 00 |
| election J ]
Male 449 (304 [402 [ 486 |510 | NA | 1124 |24 |10z | ol 927 |9 |
Conlestant . |
Fmdle |6 |8 |6 |9 |2 |# |8 |7 |7 |8 ™ [® |98 7
ontestant | - z —
[ Femute 2 |5 |4 |6 [8 [1 [5 [5 [&¢ [w |B W {8 | 3
Winner i | —=

% of 158 1396 | 307 [ 476 | 643 | 079 (396 [496 |47 | 799 | 1032 | 184
_J___..zd_.:

Confestant

Source: www.eci.nic.in

*k
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Editorial

_Ac_:_._c Kiling is the annual publication of
Nagaon-Marigaon Zone, ACTA. It is a trilingual

anthology of research papers and articles. It

-t the zeal of the teaching fraternity 1o take

up diverse issues concerning the academic arena

as well as the society in general. The research

srs and the articles in this volume deal with

variety of themes like relevance of Gandhi,
administration ot the Ahoms, women

werment, autonomy movement, Sculpture,

literature, freedom movement so on and so forth.

Kolong-Kiling was first published in 2014 on the
occasion of 10" Annual Conference of our zone.
We feel proud to be a part of this noble endevour.
As a part of continuation of this journey, we are
publishing the fifth volume of Kolong-Kiling on the
sideline of the fourteenth Annual Conference of

Nagaon-Morigaon Zone

[he teaching community is facing many challenges

\n contemporary world.They are collectively
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Professional Development of Teachers

Chow Kotong Lungking

Introduction
Teaching is an art as well as a science. It needs to be
learnt by undergoing a specific well planned training. Gone are
the days when it was believed that “teachers are born, not made™.
Advancement of knowledge in child psychology and pedagogy
has changed the old concept. Teaching is regarded as a sublime
profession. The roles of teachers are based on a body of
knowledge, useable skills and a commitment to the task which
one has accepted to perform. In the contemporary society, the
role of teachers has become very challenging and
multidimensional. Continuous update and upgrade of professional
competence help the teacher in performing their roles efficiently

and effectively.

Professional development is an on-going systematic
growth process for all teachers involved in teaching. It implies
updating, strengthening and sharpening of professional
competencies and development of understanding and insights in
different process of teaching. Teaching as professionals nceds
competent and skilled professionals and a teacher has therefore
to constantly engage in learning process to stimulate the
professional growth. Professional development broadens their

Kolong-Kiling =212

educational responsibility and monoczgmg ¥
for constant updates as well as enhap SESW Rﬂﬂaw aclimate
experience. E_oswnmonﬁ_

International Dictionary of Adujt
and Continyg ,
(1990) has defined professional an<n_€§§§
person’s being of greater use to the organizatiop wﬂan_mm i
works through the acquisition of greater knowled which he

different attitudes.” Diaz-Maggioli ﬁoo&n%nﬂ%ﬁ
development as “an on-going learning process in whi essional

engage <.o_:::=.:w to learn how best to adjust their teaching I
the learning needs of

their students.” Thus, professional development is the key to
improving education of teachers resulting in quality educationin
schools. The ultimate purpose of professional development is to
promote effective teaching that results in learning gains for all
students.

Professional development helps the teacher inimproving
and updating with new knowledge and competencies related to
tesc hing profession. It starts after the teachers join the teaching
pre ession and continues throughout their career. In the present
context of knowledge based society and increasing anﬂaﬁ &
quality education, there is aneed for the continuous. ESSI00P0
development of teachers. Realizing the need for contnuous

professional development of teachers, Rabindranath Tagore says, -

“A most important truth which we are apt to mo.an:m Ehﬁ_uﬁﬁ
can never truly teach unless he is leaning himself. A lamp

never light another lamp unless it

Jesson t0
furthering his knowledge, who merely repeats e
students, can only load their mi

s : Faction and
Professional development gives job satisfactt

XO_o:o.Zmzn «213

continues to burniits own flame:

. .iﬁomsow
The teacher who has come to the end of his subject, Who! E

xds, be CABEER ae%____ esself-

ol

|

| |




mong teachers. It broadens their educational horizons,
es them as sense of responsibility and accountability and creates
a climate for constant development through initial induction and
in service education. Continuous professional development is
needed because initial teacher education cannot contain all the
prepositional knowledge that is need by teachers. Thus, it enables
teachers to :

e Update and upgrade their theoretical and practical knowledge.
Acquire new competencies and skills.

Increase their professional competence.

Improve their existing competencies related to the various
roles and responsibilities that they are expected to perform at
school.

Besides the professional development, it also enables teachers to:
® Acquire knowledge of child psychology.

e Make teaching process interesting

e Acquire with knowledge of leaming and teaching process.
e Develop different qualities of a teacher.

Ways of Professional Development of Teachers
Considering the need of up-grading professional
competence of teachers on a regular basis, the National Policy
on education, 1986 stressed the importance of their continuing
education. It has been observed that a knowledge and competen!
teacher can use methods and technique of teaching in classroom
situation raising the quality of education. Professional development
of teachers is therefore necessary to make the prospective
teachers professionally competent and skilled. Professional
development of teachers improves their professional competencies
through self directed learning. A teacher has therefore to ¢« nstantly
en, with the learning process to stimulate the professional

Kolong-Kiling = 214

Seminars

Seminar is a very useful

. : platform i i
exploration of a problem concerned to al ._.nﬁu_“.qun: in-depth
seminar to discuss various educational can attend a

of educational objectives, curriculum Eﬂﬂazﬁ” new teaching
techniques, etc for enhancement of knowledge concerning their

profession. In a seminar, generally, the professional’s present

“umcm__.m on their experimentation, innovation or research attempts
n plenary session. This " p
::Mfzm M:a améq__ahw MMMHM”MQ -k i ey of
) professional perspective. These

?.o,.:%. an opportunity of listening to others and broaden the
profession outlook of the participants.
Workshops

Workshop is a practical approach of generating new
knowledge on emerging problem of classroom teaching such as
development of new syllabi, teaching-leaming materials, teaching
aids, evaluation techniques etc. In a workshop, all the participants
participate actively and make an intensive individual work and
study. The performances of very individual are put before the
aroups of participants for the benefit of all. This surely enables
professional’s development.
Refresher Courses

Refresher course is a very effective in service teacher
education programs me. The purpose of refresher course is 3
enable the teacher to keep abreast of the latest development in
their subjects as well as in theory and practice of &gnwa“
Participation in such courses helps the teacher 10 w:o““”ﬁg
recent developmentin their subject and methodology e
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onal development of teachers. Conferences of teachers
organized on subjects of practical interest, such as the

suce educational experiments, guidance of back-ward

children and similar problems directly related to everyday
Study Group

Teachers of different subject can form study group for
discussion on subjects of common interests. The topic chosen for
this purpose should be based on the practical needs and personal
experi of teachers belongs to the groups. This enables a
practitioner to grow professionally.
Self- initiated Learning

Self- initiated learning is an important strategy for
continuous professional growth of teachers. As Raj Rani (2003)
believes, every teacher should be eager to watch out, listen,
observe, read. discuss, debate, plan, experiment with and selectively
adopt new ideas and strategies and promising practices and
. methods. Teachers should be ready to seek participation in
~ programmed for professional gains 1o improve
~teaching-learning process.

Action research is an important reflective practice of a

~ pract undertaken to improve his/her professional skills. It

- enables a teacher to become professionally competent.
- Study of Professional Writing
~ Teacher can study various publications of NCERT,
n Service Departments of Colleges, etc. o acquaint them
latest subjects and latest developments in the art and

Kolong-Kiling » 216

science of teaching,

Conclusion
To be an effective :
his/her professional S.En_ﬂohﬁ p e “‘must

E.cm.“m..so:m_ development of teachers envisages (
preparing for, entering into and makin 2 Suctens’
professions. N -
lessions. cmssa_aﬁgﬁgi&_ .
until and unless he/she desires 50 from the heart. A professiomiic
competent teacher is likely to make some e,
to the advancement of the professi =
: : ession by carrying out some
Innovations on experiments to solve some E‘. S
ke b .
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empowerment is of significant value. Women empowerment is a multi dir
which enables them to be self -reliant and to fight for their rights regar
political, social involvement, monetary liberty, etc. .
According to 2011 census report, Assam has a population of 3.12 crores. The state by
geographical area of 78,438 sq.km. which is around 2.4% of the country India’s geograny: -
area. The total number of population in Assam is 31,205,576 as per 2011 census. Out of ﬁ"htﬂal
number of male is 15,939,443 and female is 15,266,133. Of this total population 86% are hﬁ“ﬁh\
the rural areas of the state of Assam. It is more important to mention that among the Teg]
population of Assam women contains about 49%. Therefore in the state of Assam Women arq
playing a significant function in the growth procedure as farmers, labourers, traderg and
manufacturers along with carrying out their household activities like child bearing, home

management, etc. In the field of agricultural sector and allied activities like crop manufactm-ing'
fisheries etc the rural women are offe-r'mg

animal rearing, gardening, post harvesting actions,
their best services with dedications.

The rural women of Assam become capable of occupying a crucial position in socio-economc
field not only within the state of Assam but also in the national and international scenario. Ryra

women of Assam are also earning a great respect throughout the globe. Under these
circumstances an attempt has been made to study on the topic of the impact of rural women i
women’s empowerment- a socio-economic analysis in Assam.

Objectives of the study: The study has been done based on the following two chief objectives-

1. To explore the impact of Assam’s rural women in women’s empowerment.
2. To glorify how the rural women’s role connected to socio- economic status in Assam.

Methodology - The present study is mostly based on descriptive method and secondary data.
The explorer has accumulated the informations from different sources like books, dissertation,
articles, journals, magazines, internet, newspaper etc.
Rural women in Assam have been providing a crucial role in several fields which could be
understood from the following discussion.
AGRICULTURE
Rural women in Assam are offering appreciable role in several agricultural activities like
seeding performance, harvesting, implanting, manufacturing fertilizers, etc. Rural women's
cooperation in planting and sowing is considerably higher than men’s contribution. They form
a crucial part of agricultural labourforce. Engagement of rural women in agricultural activities
takes place mostly in June to November. From the month of June to August the women are busy
in clod cracking of earth, implanting and segregation. From the month of October Nots _
the women .au'e attached in gathering crops, drying, winnowing paddy. Mushroom WS‘B
xﬁo?ffgl::i a;::;}zowhere women have been offering their best rolt'e along ¥ S
: oms are delicate, delicious,nutrious and is rich in MEE=
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\fushroom growers have a regular earning which provides economic help to their family and
M unity. In 2012, incomefrom mushrooms was Rs 1 crore in the state. Moreover more than
comm owers income was enhanced from Rs 2000 PA to over Rs 10 000 PA. In 2010, mushroom
odfzﬁon in the state was125 tons.(RMCU, DMR , Solan, 2010)(ht tps //dirhorti.assam.gov.in )Baby
pr maize, nutritional grains etc are the products which are run mostly by women
;:r;epreneurship. This inturn increase the entrepreneurial ideas of the women society .

AGRO-BASED ALLIED ACTIVITIES

Rural women are success-fully engaged in agro-based allied functions like dairying, animal
husbandry, — poultry,  goatery, beekeeping, horticulture, food preservation and
processing.Dairying has been offering a constructive impact in the growth of the rural economy
where a large number of women are employed. India is the largest milk producing country in
the world. In 2013-14 the productionof milk was 137.6 million tonnes in Assam. (
https/fwww.indiastat.com>statsstatewise milk production in India)Moreover, taking care of
Ta;u_';a], feeding, animal food collection, milking, cleaning etc are performed by women in %%
families. The National Dairy Development Board has drived a collaborative development plan
in order to encourage self- sustaining rural economy where a great role has been played by
women and their leadership is uplifted. Rural women are also engaged in beekeeping which is
economically feasible. In this profession less funding is required but returns are more and fast.

SMALL SCALE INDUSTRIES

A major part of the rural women are engaged in clarifying of Non Timber ForestProduct (NTFP)
specially in the small scale undertakings such as basket, broom, rope manufacturing, tasar silk,
cocoon rearing, lac cultivation etc. Assam is one of the largest bamboo producing state and
produce handfan, furniture, mat, wall hanging, flower pots and many other fishing tools. Rural

women contribute about 50% of total employment in the forest based small scale industries.

ALLIED SECTORS

A major part of the rural women particularly Assam has been
in the allied sectors like sericulture and handloom weaving.
Weaving clothes from muga eri and patsilk which are produce

important centre for silk weaving. The rural women of Assam are very expert in weaving clothes
of various designs from muga and pat silk which hav

e been earning a significant value in
National and International market. This fact certainly has been Creating an impact on women
“Mpowerment. Sericulture bears vast potential employment generation and income and thereby
apable of lifting people out of acute poverty. Currently this economic activity is found in 10740
villages of Assam that provide an estimated employment to over 0.25 million -(Sericulture in
Assam, NEDFi, Databank available at http//databank.nedfi.com accessed in December, 2014 ). Statistics
Tetrieved from NEDFi databank further reveals that in the year 2011-12 Assam has produced
145 MT Muga Raw Silk, 1061.61 MT Eri Raw Silk and 11.25 MT Mulberry Silk. With the
Sl‘owmg demands for different items manufactured form Eri,

R Muga and Pat Sﬂk, credit and
g facilities have been arranged.

providing a crucial contribution
Assam’s women are famous for
d only in Assam.Sualkuchi is an



]
ing items like Jelly, Jam, Fruit Juice, pickles based on

The conservation and process : .
:::ilf:‘:;.l: fruits have been earning demand in most of the city areas which are prepar,

supplied by mostly the rural women i
WOMEN’S PARTICIPATION IN WORKFORCE .
n become constitutive part of today’s workforce. The following table shows the
rce of some diferent states including Assa 3

n the state. j

Wome o
percentage rate women's participation in workfo

per 2011 census:
STATEWISE FEMALE LABOUR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATE

State Rural (in %) Urban (in %)
Assam 23.7 14.9
Chandigarh 14.2 16.0
Haryana 20.8 12.1
Delhi 9.7 10.6
Kerela 20.2 16.0
Punjab 14.3 132
West Bengal 19.4 15.4

(Source, Census 2011 data office of the Registrar General, India).

It has been observed from the table that labour force participation of women in rural Assam is
23.7% as against urban rate of 14.9%. Moreover it is higher than the rate of several other states.
It reveals that the rural women of Assam have become more active.

EDUCATION AND WOMEN

Education is a vital incentive in carrying wide-ranging improvement in the status of

women.M.K.Gandhi submitted that educating a man is educating an individual and educating

a woman is educating a nation. In Assamthe female literacy has shown an increased line over

the years. According to Census of India 2011, literacy rate in rural Assam for female is 63.03%

which is considerably increased from 50.7 % in 2001. Moreover the gender gapin litearacy in
Assam has been less than the average national gender gap in literacy. This throws back that
education has been attracting the rural women also and thereby results in women's
empowerment effectively in the state. Moreover, it has been observed that some literate and
educated women are employed in different NGOs,

HEALTH AND WOMEN




i Amsam

il 15 number of institutional delivery wag 529,279 - ” I benefit
ﬂu-women and they are now very aware of 1. /279 in Assam, This has been e

pOLITICAL PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN

Napoleon once said, “Give me a good mother, and [ w

. ill give you a good nation.” Indian
Consﬁt“ﬁ"“ assures to all Indian women e :

i litical desi quality in the law, The 734 Ammendment Act of 1992
has launch.eg ?.ne‘.v pfm i u:a“ daesire to empower women, Currently of the total candidates of
panchayati Raj institution 33% are women in the state,

Realising the importance of women empowerment, Assam Panchayat Act, 1994 provided

reservations for political engagement of women in the Panchayati Raj Institution, Moreover,
according to the report of Election Commission of India, the percentage of elected women in
Assam Legislative Assembly was 11.90% in 2011 which was increased from 10.32% in 2006
andfrom 2.13 % in 1952. It is noteworthy to mention that 16 women candidates had contested in
16thLokSabha Election of 2014 which was 9 in the year 2009 in Assam.,

In 1996, Women constitute more than 50% of the total number of elected members in the
Panchayat bodies. Now the women have become skillful to step outside the four confined walls
which creates crucial incentives in women empowerment. Moreover, women from rural Assam
played significant role in India’s freedom movement. With the development of the Assam
Pradesh MahilaSamiti in 1926rural women’s groups ( PrathamikMahilaSamiti) started to play
more significant roles in the country’s political society.

Under these circumstances it could be said that rural women of the state have been providing a
great impact in women’s empowerment of Assam by empowering themselves.

Women empowerment can be considered as a crucial indicator for socio-economic development
of the community.

Participation of the rural women in different income-oriented jobs enable them in the upliftment -
of their socio-economic status in the state as well as in the national scenario. As per Assam
Human Development Report, 2003, the Female Workforce Participation Rate (FWPR) in per
thousand in rural areas is 223, whereas in urban areas it is only 103 in 2001 in Assam. This proves
that rural women are much more active and laborious than urban women. As per Statistical
Handbook Assam 2009, total number of women weavers in the state of Assam are 13,2‘1.?38- A
M3Or part of this are from rural areas. Moreover, about 20 lakhs families are engaged in this
Ctor as per the employment policy of Assam 2010. It is certain that these weav.ers havem

3 Ing incomes which enhances not only the state income but al.so their .econonuc ;:at:;m e
Sety. Besides this, the stae has been earning from national and international markets :

Pro
ducts of Muga, Eri, Pat clothes etc.




L ennf part of the rural women of the state are engaged in self-help groups (SHG
‘A : genel'auy assisted by government agencies. SHG members are able to get low-cost i |
are ces as these groups are greatly informal. Through SHGs micro finance has b&ﬂ
acknowledged to be the most successful measure for poverty eradication and empowering ghe
rural women. The members are depositing their incomes and take loans and thus recycle their
savings among the members. Total number of SHGs in Assam is 2,84,462which is the highegt
number among North Eastern States, The SHGs increase income, control over home and policy

making capacity of women.

With the improvement in literacy and education the rural women are devoting much more in
the economic growth by functioning in the fields like business, finance, management,
technology, medicine etc. They are now able to acknowledge their constitutional rights and can
seriously oppose against the corruptions of the community. With the increasing number of
women elelcted representatives in Panchayat Raj Institutions it could be said that the decision
making power of the women has been enhanced which improves their status in the society.

The application of easy tools by women not only helps in increasing agricultural production but
also promotes the status of women through better jobs and significant role in the economy of
the family.

The following table shows the statewise percentage distribution of female workers according to
Broad Employment Status - 2011-12

State Rural Urban
Self- employed Regular wage/ Self-employed Regular wage/
salaried - salaried
employee | employee
FM FM ~ |[EM FM
Andhra Pradesh | 44.7 484 3.211.8 444354 374494
Assam 64.371.1 17.210.4 469549 449353
Bihar 41.7 529 6.63.9 53.661.0 277218
Manipur 50.3 73.1 146157 84.5 68.6 13.925.:2

(Source, Census 2011, data office of the Registrar General, India)

It has been observed from the table that the rural self employed female workers is 64.3% which
is higher than several other states. The percentage of regular/ salaried rural women employees
is 17.5 which is higher than male employees. Besides this, the rate is also higher than the rate of
several other states. This fact indicates that the rural women have been playing a crucial role in
the upliftment of their economic status through their earnings and thereby the state economy

has also been improved. Moreover, it has been noticed several other employment facilities for

rural women at a large scale. A major part of educated women are engaged as insurance agent

company representatives, NGO workers etc. Besides, the rural women residing near the urban
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isthe first Indian to win a gold medal at an S

in 2018. She is now an international figure

examples reflect the fact about the tremendous contribut
the socio-economic status in state,

ce Kandhulimari of Nagaon district of Assam. She
ternational track event. She received Arjuna Award
and her socio-economic status is so high. All these
ionrural women of Assam to enhance

o natlo.nal and international scenario. Relisting the
SOclo-economic status of rural women
- y o - - 3
have been provided by the govt of India in order to serve rural wome

gwarojgarYogana (SGSY) and Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Generation
programme (MGNREGA) are most fruitful for creating employment 0ppzrmym via fos thaatiad
women. Assam Government inaugurated KanaklataMahilaSabali Karan Achoni in 2018 with a
view to creating sustainable livelihood for the women in Assam. Moreover Assam Government

has recently in the 274 week of August 2020, announced to start Orunodoi Scheme for women’s
empowerment for which 2,80,000 crore has been reserved.

signiﬁcanceof enhancement of
a number of measures

n. Swarnajayanti Gram

CONCLUSION

Women are certainly the keystone of the fundamental unit of the society and the family. They
have been taking part a crucial role in commencing the development and growth of any
community in nations across the globe. The role and status of women from rural Assam have
experienced a remarkable changes in the present day’s scenario. Women in rural areas with
salaried works are being offered a great position in the family and they possess a better socio-
economic status. Besides these, it is unfortunate that the contribution of the women specially in
rural Assam does not acquire suitable identification. Therefore the govt schemes, social customs,
statutory provisions and family atmosphere should be such that they Ca.II easily go tf)'l.lt flnd
upgrade themselves and take part in politics, several manufacturing and income f:a-rmng ).obs
notonly in agricultural sectors but also in secondary and tertiary sectors. MOTeover it1s reqmre.d
to operate consciousness towards attaining the coveted objective of sy empowerfnent In
the state. At last but not the least the researcher wants to conclude with the words given by

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, “To awaken the people, it is women who must be awakened,
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Abstract

The present paper will highlight the Gandhian Econg
Development. Mahatma Gandhi and his e
in twenty first century. His dream

mic Approach and its applicability in Rural
conomic thoughts are pertinent to economic procedure and
to create Indian villages wealthy and progressive is practicable in the
course of economic method. His preparation of Gram Swaraj plans at developing villages in a very
parts of the village trait that should be maintained and
are enormous projections and ways in which to generate farming,
village financial system, farmer’s life and rural areas prosperous are international trends of trade is
unfold to villages. In to this regard self adequacy of village lifetime of seventy five take benefit of
India's population thinks about the simplest sources is to determine the spiritual leader path of
development.

manner, which retains and strengthens those
brawny in optimistic sagacity, there

Keywords: Gandhian, Economic, Approach, Applicability, Rural Development.

Introduction:

Mahatma Gandhi is one of the most instantly identifiable persons of the 20t century -
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi , popularly known as Mahatma or great soul. He was born in
1869 at Porbandar, Gujarat. Gandhi is appreciated by many p‘eopl"e asa figL‘lre of harmony and
tranquility in the whole world. Mahatma Gandhi as an u.ieahstof India hlad avery ;:le::r
knOWlEdge about its villages. He provided a great emphasis on rural development of the
country which becomes an urgent issue in the present century.

By development it is meant such a socio economic and political situati_on wgert:le\;ery ;:nembelt-
is able to enjoy his freedom by fulfilling his requirements and desn;s;. hm; e;e;it;lezf
denotes all round development of rural areas which means the highest produ

e industries.
agriculture and allied activities including development of rural and cottag




pproac) b&uﬂgfgqf Rural' Devilos:

fannomic APProd -

mmﬂ urgent needs of the present century fo the

the m il . S E.zﬁ.
.1 should live in villages, not In towns, in cabins/ CORages oy

He held this principle by expressing that “If villages perish, ing;, will
in royal a&eaa,. ma ¢ the advancement of the nation lies in the a.@icﬁ:ﬁ# Lom
_unnm&_co.a He ﬂ_m:qmﬂ.u_.n _” improve rural economy. It has become important mﬂ.mnmm:w mq
of its rural &Emmm w .n India as India lives in villages. Gandhi considereq e, h..s.
developing countries like ent is extremely important. He gave stress o re or
development of India rural developm

erty and unemployment for rural development.
i was his dream and in order to achieve this Gandhi emphasized - establigy

: f
Jopment is one O
Hﬂﬂ“mﬂ opined that Ind

Movy| of

M”MMHHMQB‘ Trusteeship, self dependant, republic, ms.m.amm:m Gnﬂﬁzg small in, dusiriog
elc. gnmr his 18 point Constructive Programme mm:ai effectively actualized pig —
reconstruction exercises in Sevagram Centre close to Wardha in 1935,
Objectives of the Study:
The main objective of the study are-
1. To focus Gandhi’s thoughts on India’s rural development which was holistic ang
people centred.

2. To study the relevance of Gandhian ideas of rural development in modern India.

Methodology:

The study is mainly based on data collected from secondary sources like hooks, journals,
articles, official records, government reports, websites etc.

Gandhian Dream of Indian Villages:
Gandhi focused on the fulfiliment of village swaraj and said in 1942,

“My idea of village sw

e araj is that it it is a complete republic, independent of its neighbours for

voda inter-dependent for many others in which dependence is a
wﬂwwwm_._bmw”w ”Mmd_.. will be to grow its own food crop and cotton for its
it will grow usefu] money crops thus mx”_hw Ha nr_m&.m:, Then if ._.rE.m is ::..am._m:a mcE._mw_n“
village theatre, school s 8 mﬁ.:m‘ tobacco, opium and the like. The ﬁzmm.
ater supply.” (Pyarelal M”.. public hall. It will have its own water works
«Manatma Gandhi on Human Settlements, p-21)

S under 18 point Constructive Program™®

f
adu

s .E.oE_quF new or basic education;
In health ang hygiene

’

national language, economic inequality, kisans, labour, adivasies, lepers and students.The
essential rules of village swaraj as sketched by Gandhiji are _Ewﬁﬂzﬁ min%mrr mn.nu
pusiness, bread labour, independence, mmnmun,mmuuma? equity, NaiTalim, _H‘.BEEmon and so
on, Gandhi stressed upon decentralized production system.

Trusteeship:

in Gandhiji’s ideal concept, the individual will be at the centre and the state has to promote his
welfare. As indicated by Gandhiji, trusteeship is a lifestyle as opposed to only a strategy to
accomplish a specific end. As per his all encompassing approach, everything on this planet is
related to God and is from God. Hence it is for the people as a whole and not for aspecific
person. Assuming by one way or another an individual who has too much, he is a trustes of
that surplus wealth for God's people. Gandhiji wished that the rich class becomes the trustees
of the nation by carrying their business with honesty for the welfare of the public. This
doctrine also includes legislative rules of the ownership and the use of properties.

Under state controlled trusteeship, a person will not be allowed to keep or utilize his property

for his own satisfaction. Gandhi only offers the rich class the chance of reforming ownself.

Candhi emphasized that both quality and quantity of production should be determined by

public necessity not by personal interest. It is proposed by the doctrine of trusteeship that a

ceiling should be determined for the highest earnings to be allowed to any individual in a

society.

Sarvodaya Plan:

Gandhi opined, “Real India is to be found in villages and not in towns and cities.” He wanted
the development of self sufficient, self dependent villages. He desired every village as a little
republic. Garvodaya which means progress of all was first coined by M K OEEE in
1908.Gandhi prescribed the Sarvodaya plan to construct the basis on which the national
organizations having the ideals of socialism to be organized. mm_éoﬂ_mwm plan mzmm.mmm the
principle of social order as non-violence, truth, love and co-operation. It Bﬂmﬁm& full
attention on the cultivators and labourers, education to all, special emphasis o the
improvement of village industries, sanitation and hygiene, establishment of equality and
communal harmony in the villages.

In order to achieve these goals Gandhiji's programme .n.._n_ﬂmmm siesere ES upliftment of
village or cottage industries, improvement to increase in the profit of agricultural sector,

constitution of village panchayat etc.
Decentralization:

The fundamental propostion of Gandhi’s life was no
Capitalistic exploitation, decen
sufficiency of the society. As large scale producti
concentration of economic power in a few hands,

n-violence which includes absence of

tralizati £ production units, equality of income and self-
i ons were based on violence and result in the
Gandhi advocated decentralization of the




= f places on a small scale or o
1 at a large nUmMPEr® . fon b - lction
son units 1.8 waniﬂﬂm“a was not mass production Atk pcidaetion b Masses, >
coduction - andhi's &
sns._%.m_anﬁ.
= I yment of human resources which is the primary requiremen
Gandhi wanted fi mn“__. jovment as the employment of each and every person, Acco J:
country. He meant LEw industries generally use labour intensive and cap; oy
; the village and cottage 8 o Pital say;

= ent opportunities to the unemployed wo_._&m,ﬁ.w

Gandhi : ang

such create large employm . .
saﬁo_um. MMM <ection of the village. Therefore only these industries can tackle the Probleg
alsotothe w they carry the production units to the doors of the .._:mn._v_ou. ed

EE%&ngnaoqﬂ 1 .., .. '..
peopl. Thisis the most pre-requisite w2y (€T achieving full employment which is fit for pyp,

areas of present India.
India is not only a developing but also a highly ﬁcﬁc_zmm country where une mployment is ,
crucial problem. Therefore, such industries are suitable as in case of such industries-

1. Very few tools are involved,

2. Noneed of separate establishment charges,

3. Transportation cost of production is low

4 No ?swmma of overproduction arises as the level of production is fixed by the

necessities of the society
5. No cost of competition is there
6. No problem of storage arises

All these i
factors make the production process economical for whicl

articles could easily be performed 1 production of required

in Indian rural societies. He realized that full employment

cannot be achiev i
. ed by the large scale industries as these industries use

psorical Trend’ nd Cultural 1

datory introduction of spinning ; .

(a) Mandatory spinning in the schools, s el
(b) Growing of cotton. Wr
(c) Organizations of weaving by co-operative societies
(d) Control of prices of cloth of mill yarn.

© Prohibition on the use of mill cloth where abundant hand woven clothes are there.

() Restrictions on old cloth mills

() Boycotts of foreign cloths.
Combination of cottage industries with agriculture creates jobs to thecultivatorsin their exira
fme.
Self Sufficiency:
Gandhiji demanded self sufficiency of Indian villages. It was supported by him as a
fundamental guideline of life since dependence leads to exploitation of the poor by the rich,
the village by the city and the lacking nation by the developed ones. He suggested that the
villages ought to act as naturally adequate. They should produce their own food, dress and
different articles required for fulfilling their fundamental needs. He demanded the
advancement of village or cottage industries and crafted works since they can give
employment which is important to meet the essential needs of the local people. Gandhiji said
that it was not the British principle but rather the modern progress supported by the standard
policies which was the genuine reason for monetary trouble i.e destitution, poverty and
joblessness. Gandhi advocated that the technique for the rural development can be
appropriately furnished through the panchayats as panchayat workers will-

a. Wear khadi and dislike casteism,

b. Make arrangement for education, training for skill development,

c. Provide knowledge about hygiene and sanitation,

d. Include the villagers name in the voter list etc. Gandhi advised that the Bm:.wﬂurwﬁ:@
good qualities annually elected should be involved with rural development activities.

Prohibition:

ther intoxicating drugs and gambling are all the social

Gandhiji believed that drinks or any 0 .
n_aucmmmam.&mﬂwinu:mmmummnnu_mﬁm

evils. He researched and found that all the drinks an S
and even many diseases. These create moral loss which is greater than monetary loss.
; . ; i than to have thousands of drunkards.

Relevance of Gandhian Ideas in Modern India: ;
Gandhi's importance on no-violence, decentralization of ?.da:nmnn E?&d&hﬂn Ehﬂ
are relevant in modern India.Gandhi advocated his ideas in e R ..
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today, When our “
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The mad race of industr
‘ohich s @ number one proble

arise.
) arack Obama, the f, ;
of the world and Barack Obama, the former prag
ﬂmv_ng—om

i ientist
bert Einstein, greatest scen , . ——
Qz.@_ Sates of America offered their warm praise on Gandhiji’s ideas on developmeny Of the

nation. Prof Amartya Sen suggested certain pre requisites for the all round developmen
human beings which includes expansion of basic primary education, prima ry health “ of
agricultural advancement, eradication of untouchability. These must be fulfilled for wa__a.
human life which were projected by Gandhi during the time of British rule The combination “
Gandhiji's ideas and modern world ideas will ereate a more holistic and integrated society,

pomy has

ith luxurious ¢

Jlization and urbanization has resulted _.,_:.._:_E:mam_
A4

m today. But in proper village economy this probje vo__zzs

M Will pgy

In 2011-12 India’s growth rate was7.1 % (Indian Econamic: Survey 2011-12) which |
remarkable. As aresult of large scale industrialization the profit concentraled with the busin ,
; o E
class and the gap between the rich and the poor has been expanded. Morcover villages are
mo_w__.g ignored by the large industrialists and capital dominates labour. There is E,. bi
industry like khadi, handlooms, sericulture and handicrafts in rural areas of India, 7 m
by e b o . areas of India, The small
~ ge in E.. ries will be able o pave the way of our planned cconomy towards the
attainment of Gandhiji’s socio economic objectives like equi ; .
e hjectives like equitable and sustamable growth, That
iy ot © Gandhian ideology becomes needed which always favoured Swadeshi
self reliance of villages, We should inspire the vill i
and thereby induce their creative skills and develop the indigeni
century. Gandhiji's idea of Swadeshi includos 1 P the indigenious market in the present 21¢
_ awaddes udes the
and cottage industries, It can create o
”_.Em country, Under these
ich are fully suitable in Ind

agers throuph purchasing their products

empl mprovement and encouragement of small

oyme ili

cire .ﬁ ymentopportunitics 1o the largest number of youths
umslances India should

R A adopt. Gandhiji's economic o
1a’s today's cconomy, |

Rural develo
pment _uamqm_d_ﬂ - )

1974) in the country and Ev%,,_cﬂ”_”._z_ﬁ_w .._._w_._& during the fourth five year plan (196
ﬁg?mn when formation of z“. it continued. The significance of C:,:»:,.m._.._ :deas has

mrumano:_&_.._._:a:& Amend © panchayat has bocome compulsory for every sate
Khadi and Village Ing ndment Act in 1992 pulsory

ni 03

India in 1957, KVIC :Mm._.ﬁ Commission (KVIC) is as “
hadj India has been 5 been w&ﬂﬁzsm g sm_..—m:_.__..:.v~ _z.iv\ formed —._v. the Govl. @
increased by 1643, Ewn_%_& 10 augmen| ::.“_H? o improve khadi. A common Signage ~
India Narep, the last fiye rength and uniqueness of khadi. Khadi sales

e offoris pushed b - _S_auﬁq.&
i iy 8 y the Prime A
ber, 2018 which has __.uﬁn.....”.“...—rm that 18,39,887 jobs were created by -.E”
Proved by Gandhian idea about employ et

artunities. The National Agenda Forum could be accustomed to bring the issue of

opp
dard policy motivation,

jnto stan
reover the year 2018 was highly dedicated to the 18 Constructive Programme, The 18
wclive Programmewas not only valid in the year 1945, but it is also very much
in the present century.

N
Constrt
ap _..._ icable
The government has been adopting some significant measures in recent India which
he relevance of Gandhi’s ideas in the present century, These measures are as follows—

| Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Gramin/Indira Awas Yojana in 2016).
2 DeenDayalUpadhayaGraminKaushalaya Yojana launced in 25" September, 2014,

The Prime Minister launched Swachh Bharat Mission on the birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi on 214 October, 2014.

4. National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, 2005 was launched on the 2w February,
2006, Now the new name of this scheme is Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Jimployment Guarantee Act or MGNREGA,

3

5. Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) provide food grains to around 2 crores BPL families at
a very subsidized rate.

6. National Rural Health Mission (NRHM) now National Health Mission initiated on 12

April 2005 provides quality health service even to the poorest households in ‘the

remotest rural regions,

7. SarvaSiksha Abhiyanin 2000-2001

All these measures have been playing crucial roles for ru ral advancement in recent India.

Conclusion:

It may be noted that Gandhi was keen in making the village community as maximum self
reliant in regard to food, clothing and shelter. In order tosolve
unemployment problem andrural poverty he stressed upon improvement of rural small scale
agriculture. He focused his interest on inducing small scale and cottage industries and avoided
mechanization,We may conclude in the words of Shriman Narayan, “Gandhiji’s sublimevision
gives us a rare insight into the future of mankind. Gandhiji belongs to the future and not the
past. He is not dead, his message is eternal and shall live as long as sun shines in the vast open

skies,” (Narayan, Towards Gandhian Plan,p. 105)

sulficient and self
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A Study on Empowerment of Women
Through Education

Bichitra Pegu

Assistant Professor, Department of Education
Khagarijan College, Nagaon

Introduction

"If you educate a man you educate an individual, however, if you educate a women
sou educate a whole family. Women Empowerment means mother India Empowered, "
-PT. Jawaharlal Nehru
According to Census Report 2011, women constitute almost 50% of the population
m the world and therefore their contribution to the society is major. In spite of it, women
are less empowered in all fields and are still considered a burden to the society. Education
is ane of the strongest instruments of social change and thus it is a process or instrument
towards bringing expected and required changes. Therefore education should be made their
hasic entitlement.

According to Wikipedia, the free encyclopaedia, education is any act or experience
of the individual that has a formative effect on the mind, character or physical ability. Thus
education is the process by which the society deliberately transmits accumulated knowledge,
skills and values from one generation to another.

According to Business Dictionary, empowerment means, A management practice
of sharing information, rewards and power with employees so that they can take initiative
and make decision to solve problems and improve service and performance.” H“h‘“m"“d
Schuler (1993 identified 6 dimensions of empowerment based on activities women identified
4 important for daily functioning-

» Sense of self vision of the future
* Mobility and visibility
* Security of economic
* Household decision making power
* Participation in non-family groups
* Interact S :
wh Again Pillai(1995) also defined empowerment as an active mu_ltldlme:nsi:nnal m
"ich enables women to realise their full capacity and power in all spheres L
cl‘mFl?we““E“‘ may be viewed as a means of creating social empowerment lhl'“lllm g’:::
®Isions and choices either individually or collectively for transformation SOCIALY.

Human Rights, Security and Justice: Recent Trends and Approaches '
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- s the individual’s innate ability to thip
empowerment strengthens A "ﬂhlna.:r knowledge, power and experience ki Ila )
and control autonomously by means which deprived of their hacs: loweye, the,

 in the society which are deprive C'" Dasic righy . ¢
By mmmibaE 07 € K s and there is a growing tendency of yndar. " ®Very
society and onc such element 15 women : Tl in CTeStimgy:
: : v ‘ them of their basic rights. Thus there arise ing
Wi the society. and CeprYi L one of the most promising w o Ced of
empowerment of women. And education 15 8 Ways to ey, e

: in i se.

wmu;s::f:ﬁ:t-emcm is a global issue. The CU;‘?EP:;I; women “MPpowermen, w
introduced at the international women conference at Al} JIBlin 1985, The maj, nim:.
the concept was to give a framework anq fncnhtﬂtrf ::-,f)cm Justice and quality of y, on
through transformation of social, economic and political structures both at the Rationy) , d
international levels. Again the concept uflefnpowcnncrnt‘ is based op t,he Power, Ty,
empowerment means enabling, giving, receiving or obtaining power or Biving the ﬁfﬁciai
or legal authority or the freedom to do something. According to TLINES(‘.W[)1r WOme
empowerment means the following: ‘

¢ Having their own decision making powcf N

» Having access 10 resources and in formatu{n for proper decision making

« Having a range of options from which options can be made

* Ability to exercise assertiveness in decision making col lectively

' Having positive thinking ability to make any change.

Women empowerment plays a pivotal role in society and it is a woman who
dominant role. Thus education as a means of women empowerment brings aboy;
change in attitude. Education is a milestone as it enables women t
which confronts their traditional role of life. So education plays a
o women empowerment.

History of women empowerment in India

During the Vedic period women had access to education in Ind
was lost gradually. But again during the British period there was reviva
education and various social religious movements were led by eminent persons like Raja
Ram Mohan Roy, Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar. Even leaders of the lower castes of India like
Mahatma Jyotiba Phule, Periyar and Baba Sahed Ambedkar took various initiatives to make
education accessible for women. Women education got more emphasised after 1947 as the

government took various initiatives and measures for women education. As a result the literacy
rate of women has increased continuously in the last decades. In 1971 only 22% of women
were literate but by the end of 2001

the literacy rate increased to 54.16%.
Review of related literature:

Jumani. Usha
rural areas. The majo
€Conomic activities t

plays 5
POSitive
0 respond to a chajl

vital role with reference

1a, although their right
| of interest in women's

(1991) conducted a study related status of self-employed women in

rfinding of the study was that great care was necessary to identify the
O generate income of the women.
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\ija? and Shanshikal A.D.Y, (2013, Mated that education
e T cmpowerment in changing women's at; "“'f‘jnu-.—a

AU _ i
for W (he socicty I herefore education should he ide towards their status and

T

| mn cr“. §

orme? ead and create awareness about women's indns powering at all levels and
- L : ! :

\ 1":“:‘;1“_“t of the problem:

i

h problem undertaken is entitled as A study on em
1 ' . W

” ation” | he study will make an endeavoyr 1o fi powerment of women
h U

: nd out th Vo
he status and role of women in the society. e role of education in
and importance of women empowerment:

werment becomes more relevant when women
Fm:.:nf part in efficient decision making. And wome
s

- o until girl's education is given predominance possible o
. T:n'“ Women educ ation not only helps in the d;e}::lnpme:::yo?;z‘:jg 2: E:jli;ﬁ
< but also 1t helps 1n lh_c improvement of quality of life as a whole. Women educati
; |l;g in reducing "1}"""“1'}' raie x}nd growth of population. Therefore it is the needn;
b hour 10 iMProve the literacy rate of women possible only through education, Again it is
L en empowerment that helps immensely to the success of universalization of elemen
& ation. And that such empowerment boosts the morale through liberty and equality of
L and the speech of gender mainstreaming turns meaningless without empowering of
in true sense. Women empowerment also helps in the mobilization of material and
an resources for both qualitative and quantitative development through formal and
srmal approaches. Thus education is an important means to empower knowledge,
ills and self confidence necessary for the development as a whole.
Objective of the study:
The following objectives were set for the present study-
. To study the role of education in changing the status and position of women in
£ society.
Delimitation of the study:
The delimitation of the present study are-
|. The present study was confined to women of Jorhat district only.
- 2 The present study was limited to a sample size of 100 women’s from the selected
Bstrict only.
Methodology: )
Descriptive survey method has been used for the present study. Data from both primary
M secondary sources have been collected for the present study as per the need of the study.
Population: The population includes all the women’s of jorhat dlstr_mt _nf Assam.
~ Sample of the study: The sample includes 100 women's of Jorhat district that have
0 selected as the sample for the study. . _ i
Sampling technique: The sample has been selected by using random sampling method.
Tools used: An interview schedule was used as per the need of the study.
P’“"{’Edﬂre used for the data collection:
) ¢ Investigator herself visited every household to
f "hmfugh interview schedule, Secondary data were c0
A T
rpretation:
After the culleuliun[::-fthe required data, the res¢archer analyzed the data as per the

= the study. The analysis of the collected data is as follows:

roaches
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e hetter access to
e -m‘;rmr agree that educated wmlwn have km’wiﬂgt R
to participate in the society welfare

1 no Alternatives No __-n,?""*--

| Agree R0 R0

2 Disa gree 20 20—

Total 100 100

. e Y

From the table no 1, three-fourth of the total 100 rcspu_nd:nts agreed with Ihe Stalemen,

that educated women have better access to knowledge and information to participaye in the

activities related to the welfare of the society, %ﬁi le one fifth of them disagreed With the
statement. Therefore the study reveals that education E’T’F’!" women 1o have better 5,
to knowledge and information to participate in the activities related to the welfage of the
individual and the society as a whole. - -

Table 2: Do you think that educated women utilise their given resourcey and
opportunities properly?

Sl no ) Alternatives . No 3 i T
| Agree 16 %
2 Di-saEm: 24 s
Total 100 100

From the table no 2, from | 00 respondents, more than three-fourth of the
have agreed to the statement that education enables women to better utilise the
and opportunities given o them. However one-fourth of them disagreed. The study shows
that education enables women to make best utility of the available resources and opportunities
available at their hand.

Table 3: Do you agree that higher education is one of the major causes for women's
upliftiment in the society?

Sl. no Alternatives No %
1 Agree 60 60
2 Disagree 40 40
Total 100 100

From the above table 3, among 100 respondents more than three-fourth is of the view
that higher education is one of the major causes of women's upliftement in the society. While
about two-fourth of the respondents disagreed with the statement. The study thus reveals that
women can climb the ladder to the higher section of the society by means of education.

Table 4: Do you agree that education helps to reduce gender discrimination in the

society?
Sl no Alternatives i “Nat %
1 Agree 85 ' 85
2 Disagree 15 ' 15
Total 100 i 100

11
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From the above tahle no 4, three-fourth Of the ¢
T

; espondents agreed
ducing the gender dispanity from the society, while ahum f ﬂ'-_"*lﬁ'liﬂn can
mrll'““ﬂld {0 the statement The study thus revealed that Wy

et

| ] . Mmajority g
69 . 1 can be one of the means to reduce the gender disparity a p ﬂhi;tlu opinion that
educt fable 5 Do you agree that attainment of higher YEIpmInt society,

| : ed i
.-.pc:::ul status in the society? ucation has helped women in

Alternatives No
f o,
Agree 94 2
Disagree 6 :4
100 100
From the above table no 5 out of 100 respondents almost all of the

agreed 10 the statement !hal attaimment of higher education has helped w“md::hiﬁ:e
- ecial status in the society. And only few respondents disagreed that higher education haﬁ

them in achieving special status in the society,

Table 6: Do you agree that higher educated women play multidimensional role at
me and society”?

SI. No Alternatives No %
| Agree 75 7
2 Disagree 25 75
Total 100 100

From the table no 6, out of 100 respondents, three-fourth of the respondents agreed
tothe statement that higher educated women play multidimensional role at home and society,
hile about one fourth disagreed to this view.

Conclusion:

On the basis of the analysis and interpretation of the data collected, that education
has direct link with empowerment of women. And education of women is important for
empowering women and without education of women the social and educational standard
of the country can’t be raised. The present study reveals that there is positive and high
Begree of correlation between education and the status and position of women in the socwt)'
Anditis only through education that women have better access to knowledge and information
10 participate in the society welfare and utilise their given resources and opportunities
Properly higher education for women's uplifiment in the society which in tum helps o
feduce gender discrimination of women and achieve special status in the society as higher
#ucated women play multidimensional role at home and society.
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Role of Micro Finance in Womey
Empowerment
(An Empirical Study in Chirang District of ASSRm)

Ujjal Paul
Research Scholar, Department of Economics
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Introduction . :

Microfinance is a source of financial services for entreprencurs and small businegse,
which are generally lacking of banking and other financial n:latt:d services. The two maj,
mechamsms for the delivery of financial services to such clients are: | relat 1onship baseg
banking for individual entrepreneurs and small businesses; and 2. group based models,
where several entrepreneurs come together to apply for loans and other services as 4 group
which is generally called Self-help Groups (SHGs). SHGs are a village-based financial
imtermediary committee usually composed of 10-20 local women or men. These are started
by non-governmental organizations (NGOs) that generally have broad anti-poy erty agendas,

Microfinance is a broad category of services, which includes micro credit. Micro
creditis provision of credit services to the poor clients. Micro eredit is one of the aspects of
microfinance. Microfinance is helpful to reduce poverty and also to build entreprencurship
abilities among women. The concept of micro enterprise and microfinance was pionecred
i1 1976 by Nobel Prize recipient Muhammad Yunus, founder of the Grameen Bank (Bank
ol the Poor), in Bangladesh,

Literature Review and Conceptual Background

Malhotra (2002) constructed a list of the most commonly used dimensions of women's
empowerment, drawing from the frameworks developed by various authors in differcnt
fields of social sciences, Allowing for overlap, these frameworks suggest that women's
empowerment needs to occur along multiple dimensions including; economie, socio-cultural.
family, interpersonal, legal, political, and psychological. !

Ranjula Bali Swain (2007) Can Microfinance Empower Women? Self-Help Groups in

India concluded many strides have been made in the right direction and women are in the
process of empowering themselves and NGOs that provide support in financial services and
specialized training, have a greater ability to make a positive impact on women empowerm<n
K. Swapna (2017) in her article Role of Microfinance in Women Empowermen
Microfinance has discussed about it as a powerful instrument for poverty alleviation
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The main objectives of the study are of the follows:

1. To study the role of microfinance in Chirang District.

2. To know the performance of SHGs in women empowerment,

Area of Study

Chirang district is an adminisirative district in the Bodoland Territorial Region of
sssam state in the North-East of India. The district started functioning with effect from
4h junc, 2004 with its head quarter at kajalgaon.This d:.ﬂ‘m‘:t‘ 3 hnfm_; one civil sub-
division with its head quarter at Bijni and one Sadar sub-division with its head quarter
uksjalgaon. The Chiranyg district possesses a plain mpo?:mphy. It also has undulating
weasand the northern parts of the district lie on the foothills of Bhutan that has shghtly
bigher elevation, which is decreasing towards the southern parts of the disirict
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Significance of the Study o ;
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Research Methodology |
The study is carried out on the basis of primary data. The study is “"dﬂﬂakm |

Chirang District of Assam. Primary data is enumerated from a field survey in the follow, :
lhg

arrcars of the region:
Niliban
. Manglagaon
South Kajalgaon
60 samples have been collected from 3 areas of the region. An interyiey sched
prepared and used for collecting data from each SHG women o uled
Limitations :'
. The study ISSSRICH ouly ore distriot f ASset- NOSERIE fles only iy

arcas of the region,

2. The data was collected only from those who engaged mmmmﬁumh

led P

Data Analysis
Educational qualifications of the respondents and graphical repress

Bar diagram-1
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Microfinance and ba Table-1

Respondents e
7 28339,
- 36 60%
: " 1.67% -
2 0 ﬂ,ﬂﬂ?\‘\"‘
Total o l ﬂ{)_ﬁ

= — ]
Source: survey

Results and Discussions

T i i study are follows:

]I ,h;‘:s::{:ﬁr:nﬁlm-l. il};s found that _majority of lh_l: women je, S1.6% of
women done only up to secondary level of education of tllﬂ. region. However, jy i also
found that 25% women of the region have completed up to primary levels of education .
i1s point to be noted only 3.3% of respondents of the region are graduates, |

2. From the bar diagram-2, it is found that 61.6% believe that microfinance pgq

- i a ter extent.
mjm}d. t:::nprh:“:it:hmmf it can be seen that 41.6% of the respondents of the region
take loan in order to start a business or to expand the existing business. A nd intcrcsting i
of the region is that 36.6% respondents used their loans for consumption purposes,

4. From pie chart-2, it is found that 65% of the respondents i.e. out of 60, 39 respondents
are said that microfinance is able to maintain their family to some extent However. |9
respandents are said that they can able to maintain their family to a greater extent

3. From the table-1, it can be seen that after Joining a SHGs member, 60% of the
women has opened a bank account in a bank of the district. Beside this 11.6% of respondents

epencd more than one account. It is point to be noted that 28.3% of the respondents of the
region does not have a bank account.

Other findings of the studies are given below: i

. It is found that microfinance has enhanced literacy level of the respondents of
the district, '

2. It is noticed that 619, respondents are said that microfinance has reduced their
poverty level. Thus, it will make them to be self-reliant and self: ce

3 Itis also found that microfinance has improved the skills of the women to take
partin decision making and also to build entrepreneurship abilities.

4. One negative aspect found here are that the next majority of the respondents (36%)
ssedbtlhc loan for consumption Purposes in order to buy a motorcycles or other consumer
urable goods, 4

Suggestions

|_ No of bank account

i & more

l]%me of the suggestion to enhance women “Mmpowerment is given below:
- various schemes and Bovernment polici i ks
o= sord policies should be provided to encourage

'AFY Human Rights, Senrlty and Justice: Recent Trends and Approaches
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Fantasy and Coming of Age Novels:
A Reconciliation of the Gender
Dynamic

Maitreyee Dutta

Fantasy, as a genre, has become an integral part of the reading
psyche of the 21* century. Millions of copies of the Harry Potter
series or the Lewis and Tolkien’s classics are still being re-printed
and sold to cater to the growing demand. Despite that, according to
the hard and fast criticism of this genre, it is still being termed as
children’s tool for amusement. While it definitely uses elements that
run opposite to the course of realism; the potential for the themes
that can be discussed, and are brought to light by fantasy fiction is
vast. This genre becomes a roundabout way of dealing with sensitive
issues and taboos that would have never otherwise seen the light. In
fact, they are dealt with, in a manner suitable for children and all
age groups, such that it makes them a point of escapism as well as
experience. The readers can engage with hypothetical situations from
which they can actually draw connections to the real-world issues.
Thereby it is definitely feasible to call fantasy fiction a very political
writing.

The idea of power is essential to fantasy fiction. As defined by
Thomas Hobbes, in his work Leviathan -someone’s gain is
proportional to someone’s loss, which can be seen as the zero-sum
understanding of power. Power is neither a constant matter nor a
concrete value, Instead, it remains in a state of continual flux, which
balances the dynamic of the empowered and the disempowered. The
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best example of this state of being empowered and simultaneously
disempowered are the Coming-of-Age Novels. As per Millard, coming
of age means “to reach full legal adult status™ (11). This occurs anytime
fromthe age of twelve Lo nineteen years where adolescents are exposed
to the socio-cultural baggage and markers of adulthood. In this genre,
the protagonist has to go through various rites of passage to reach a
status of maturity. They go on a journey that takes them from a state
of ignorance to knowledge as they live through a biological, social as
well as psychological development. They finally attain a new level of
consciousness and perspective which is much altered from their
previous self; the entire transformation justified by the situations and
circumstances depicted in the plot. As such, this genre becomes a
well-equipped vehicle to engage with serious questions of the society
and humanity, wherein the power dynamic helps the protagonist to
transcend both sides.

Ranjit Lal’s Faces in the Water (2010) and Shazaf Fatima
Haider’s Firefly in the Dark (2018) are two such novels that are
remarkable for the way they delve into the issue of gender dynamics
through the adolescent protagonists, using fantasy elements as a tool
to engage with various issues regarding the empowered and
disempowered states of existence. In a society where there are loxic
representations of gender in different forms of art as well as one sided
biased point of views: these two novels toe a delicate balance as they
analyse the laid down gendered framework in the light of “narrative
that deals with impossibles or preternalurals’" (Lew1s50). The treatment
of the issue is delicately balanced with the power equation.

The protagonist of the first novel is a fifteen-year-old boy named
Gurmeet while the latter novel 1s focused on the adventures of twelve-
year-old Sharmeen. Both the children live entirely normal and routine
lives before the plot begins in the novels. Belonging to stable economic
backgrounds, their routine lives include their education, friends and
family. The setting of the events however begins from their home. In
case of Gurmeet who had been staying in Delhi; he had to go and
spend his summer in their family’s Ancestral Farm since their house
in Delhi was getting renovated. Sharmeen, after her father’s accident
and simultaneously slipping into Coma, had shifted with her mother
and paralyzed father to her Nani’s Ancestral Home. Both these places
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have the lure of history and burden of legends that accelerates the
discovery of the magical happenings to the two children. Interestingly,
the introduction begins through stories.

Gurmeet 1s told since his very young age that their family is
blessed by Gods, due to the fact that they never had any girl child
being born into the family. There were only sons born in that family
and also all of them never felt sick due to the waters of a Magic
Well, which was thought to be an Elixir that kept them all healthy.
Sharmeen, on the other hand is told of tales of the Jinn and how they
have been visible to the women of their family. In this way, the two
authors set the premise — in one a female child is the worst curse to
happen and in the other the women are the ones with the supernatural
powers.

In Faces in the Water, Gurmeet chances upon the Well of the
Elixir and sees three faces looking up at him from the surface of the
Well. His fear and shock propel him to escape but his curiosity binds
him to that place which is aided by his realization that the oldest girl
heavily resembles his mother. The resulting confrontation with Mohini,
Nandini and Baby makes him come to grip with the reality of his
parents and the other family members, which alienate him from his
relations and affections a great deal. As Lal writes,

“I think it was a family decision. The great
tradition had to go on.™

“But who actually left you here?”

Mohini took a deep breath, her eyes downcast.
“Er, Papa,” she said softly, “Papa, Surinder Aunty
and Balvinder Uncle.” (21)

Gurmeet does realize the heinous crime of female infanticide
that has been going on behind the garb of family tradition. This issue,
which is a reality in many parts of contemporary India, is brought to
forefront by Nandini confronting the situation head on where she says,

“The great Diwanchands don’t have daughters you
see, wimps have daughters,” Nanni said, “but we
are daughters... so here we are " (Lal 20)

The supernatural element is woven beautifully to the
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understanding that the tiny babies that were lowered into the Magic
Well never really died. With no good or evil in their hearts; the tiny
babies began to grow and live there, with their other female cousins
who were also victims of this tradition. The world in the Well is like
another plane of existence where they live as a normal family, go on
with day to day works, go to school, play and enjoy their lives; a
utopian version of the world they were rejected from. It is their sacrifice
that gives the power to the water of the Well to keep everyone in the
best of health and thus the vicious cycle continues.

Gurmeet, faced with this reality tries to come to terms with the
fact that he was not the only child of his parents — his other siblings
were thrown down the well. He tries to miserably reconcile with this
idea as he begins to get detached from his cruel relatives and his
parents; spending majority of his time with the ghostly apparitions of
his siblings who are invisible to the adults. Gurmeet 15 joined by his
other male cousins who are stupefied at meeting their own sisters. His
cousin Donny, unable to digest the crime, requests the ghostly
apparitions to become visible to all such that 1t would be like the
crime never happened. The youngsters who retain a vividly different
mindset to the elder generation protest at this treatment of the girl
children.

“Joan of Arc was a girl, so was the Ram of Jhansi
and Indira Gandhi... They could have been one of
them. " Try telling that to Papa. .. He’ll knock your
block off ™ But it 15 not all right,” said Donny
despairingly, “and you can’t not do anything about
it... I think I hate the family ” (Lal 155-156)

From being young rich boys just interested in loafing around
and buying the best cars, they end up confronting one of the biggest
social evils in India, right in their very backyard. This entire scenario
from the dumping of tiny female babies inside the well to the growing
up of these girls as ghostly apparitions, who despite their treatment
perform their part in purifying the water, shows the disempowered
state of the fairer sex. Yet simultaneously, there is also repeated
mentions that it is the female doctor, Gurmeet’s Aunt who despite
being a woman leads this entire crime brigade.
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Towards the ending of the novel. however the scenario flips
around. Gurmeet’s mother gives birth to twin girls who are again
taken to be dumped inside the Well. Gurmeet’s growth as the
protagonist and his maturity comes to a full cycle when he rescues his
new-born sisters from the Well and single handedly confronts his
parents and relatives, all the while guarding his sisters. He goes against
the parental authority to do the right thing and risks his life to destroy
this crime once and for all. His confrontation aided by the supernatural
punishment that his ghostly sisters subject the adults to, clears the
way for this pathetic tradition to end. Furthermore, the ghostly
apparitions take their revenge by permanently planting a holographic
photograph of the daughters they had killed in their bedroom walls.
Unable to move them or break them, the culprits would be regularly
confronted by their actions; never being able to move on from them,
Beyond this, they also use their powers to trouble the adults by showing
them the faces of the girls in the water they drink; terrorizing them
and psychologically hampering any possibility of them forgetting their
dark deeds. As such the disempowered fairer sex, empowers itself as
these events leads to the unmasking of the culprits and the eventual
break of the tradition of the Diwanchands.

Haider’s novel focuses on many stories within the plot where
women face various trials that show both sides of power play. Nani
narrates three different tales — Janeeree and Samaarkand, the tale of
Nayantara and finally the tale of Anisa. In the first tale, a human
named Samarkand is hoodwinked and made into a slave by a Janeeree,
who blackmails him with the fact that she carries his child in her
womb. She makes him dance to her tunes; a scenario where the male
gender is thoroughly disempowered as well as the human, with the
supernatural sitting on a superior position in the rung. Yet, as power
shifts balance, she becomes the prey of another creature called the
Labartu which disempowers her status.

Nayantara’s story is that of the mass. She is a woman who has
opinions of her own along with her own voice to fight for it. This
makes the society outcast her, and subjected to the ruthlessness of the
patriarchal society; she is forcefully wed to an abusive man. Her
disempowered state leads to her intellect trying to find a way out, to
escape, when she comes upon the world of the Jinn; becoming the
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first woman in the lineage of Watchers. Her daughter Anisa too takes
up her mother’s mantle as a Watcher but “.._ when her husband offered
her protection, she released her Jinn from any obligation towards her™
(Hiader 46). This conclusion of the tale indicates the accepted notion
of a patriarchal society, that a woman can have security only if she is
offered protection by a male figure,

The male figures in the novel have interesting dynamics. Amir,
Sharmeen’s father is comatose and unable to exercise any power by
himself. Sargosh, the evil Jinn controls things from behind the scene,
but 15 unable to come to the battlefield, which itself shows his
disempowered state. Aziz, the house help is the only active male in
the house, such that he begins to exercise his patriarchal authority
and dominance on everything after Nani's death. He does not even
allow Sharmeen to meet her mother, offering the excuse of her ill
health. Even Sharmeen’s mother Aliya begins to give into his authority,
asking his permission to spend time with her own daughter. Yet this
empowered state turns out to be a ruse as he was under the control of
powerful Dark forces that were up to nefarious goals.

Nani, Aliva and Sharmeen are the three different generations
that react to the circumstances differently. Nani and Aliya end up
self-disempowering themselves which can be seen as an act of
cowardice in itself. Nani had stopped interacting with the real world
since a long time, thoroughly invested in listening to signs and omens.
Amir comments on this as, “Some people make their own
prisons... Nani’s very happy in the one she’s constructed for herself”
(Haider180). Similarly, her daughter Aliva had allowed misery to get
hold of her in such a way that she had become thoroughly dependent
on other’s authoritv. The protagonist of the novel, Sharmeen reacted
much differently. Her father’s state as well as her Nani’s gruesome
death in front of her eyes, pushed her to take up the mantle that her
mother was unable to hold. Despite her young age Sharmeen crosses
the threshold of transformation, maturing faster than her age to protect
the legacy of the Watchers from the Evil Jinn after the desecration of
the pact. The night of the final battle definitely ends in her favour
with Jinn Jugnu by her side, but she is altered forever. Aziz meets his
end with Sargosh and her father becomes free from the web of Sargosh.
He returns to life and with him Aliva too comes out of her depression.
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Sharmeen however with all her new powers becomes the next
Watcher with her hair already whitening to signify her position. She
is able to see and hear the other plane of existence of the Jinn and
begins to wield the power of her legacy. The parental authority also
dissolves in their relationship as she is the one who takes care of her
parents, seeing to all their needs and it was soon anaccepted realization
that the young girl had finally outgrown her parents.

In both the novels, the two protagonists go through emotional
turmoil as they face various truths of their life, finally maturing enough
to take the reins in their own hands. These two stories however end in
a manner that is almost parallel to each other. In Gurmeet’s case. his
ghostly sisters tell him to forget them and take care of his living sisters
for they are his reality. Similarly, in Sharmeen’s case Jugnu urges her
to take part in human situations and not become obsessed with the
supernatural, for it would isolate her and hinder her development.

This pattern of conclusion justifies the reason for fantasy fiction
being a feasible choice for dealing with various issues. Not only the
sensitive topics of female infanticide, depression and death are
discussed easily, through the lens of magical events; the conclusion
also reiterates the return to reality from fantasy. The world of fantasy
may be a form of escape or entertainment for the readers, but the end
goal has to be to return to the real existence and the society. In a fluid
manner, the entire series of supernatural happenings are enveloped
into the journey back to the real world; leading the reader into a path
that starts from ignorance to knowledge and leads to acceptance.
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FOREWORD

The bonhomie between India and Bhutan is a testimony
of culture, philosophy, travel, trade, and people to people
relations. The firm foundation of their bilateral ties has stood
firm against all odds and changes in the geo-strategic setup
in the Himalayan region. During the recent COVID-19 crisis,
India’s medical assistance to Bhutan has been lauded bv the
people of Bhutan, which deepens the bilateral ties. Bhutan has
also has come out to be a successful example in managing the
pandemic and vaccinating more than 80 per cent of its eligible
population by December 2021. In recognition of India’s help
in such testing times, the King of Bhutan conferred the highest
Civilian Award, ‘Order of the Druk Gyalpo’, to Prime Minister
Modi during its 114th National Day Celebration on 17 December
2021.

Given its location between the two competitive power-
India and China, Bhutan’s geo-stra tegic location has been an
important consideration in developing an all-weather
friendship between India and Bhutan. Based on the principles
of Panchsheel, the two countries have established c,trgn eygnd
mutually benefitting ties in the areas of trade and ghvdrc:-
electricity. Today, Bhutan’s export of hydroelectricity to India
serves as the most successful example of hydro-power
cooperation globally. India’s technica] expertise has }-I:e] ed
Bhutan explore its hydro pPotential. At the same time, it shgws
Bhutan’s commitment to good governance educa’tiOI‘l and
development and they have borne the Ereiite oF Ernevens atel
economic advancements for the Himalayan MKingdom.

Tu.:)da.y BhutanlESe ?tudents are making remarkable
contributions to their nation after studying at India’s premium
institutes like the Indian Institute of Technology, All India
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Introduction

: ionshi

This book is an attempt to ch-erlsh the ]gfstea;el?{t;?;ionps
between India and her closest neighbour, tl-llle tir.nes hen
between India and Bhutan date back tl? tan. Apart from
rulers of Indian origin ruled sothern Bdl'l t-relationship
the remote antiquity, it can be said thaf }lgrecan right from
between the people of Bhutan and India hegmountain top
the sojourn of Guru Padmasambhave'l tot eionally e
country. Buddhist preachers from India fogcaj bade betmon
Bhutan via Tibet; and with the passage of tim

ral
India and Bhutan as well as the contact on the cultu
affairs too got increasingly cemented.

In the past, political disputes between Indian S}:}t:t;ft ;11’
kingdoms and the Bhutanese Government ask'candom y
surmised from the affairs between the Koch 1n:g ey
Bhutan made things Critically detrlment_'il1 2t they do
understanding and nourishment of goodui'l t;oj:lship, oy
not spell the full story of Indo—Bhutan re aof Bini, never
despite the bickering regarding the terntoryand Buddhist
hindered the people to people relations Bhutan and
pilgrims always came down to India from
returned safely.

in the

With the coming of the Britigh, a t:uml_tlc;c:,&e}\);frﬁn that

relationship between the twaq countr;;:; the British tried

case as well, right from the year 1 (;mic compulsions,

their best, in spite of theijr colonial ecml'tass - Bhutan. This

to understand the pulse of the i hngfcthe Second Anglo-
attitude except for a brief period o
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Relocating Ahom-Bhutan Relations

Dr. Rameswar Kurnii

ABSTRACT

This paper is an attempt to understand how the Ahom
state came into contact with the territory of Bhu.tan. After
the formation and consolidation of Ahom state, it adopted
policy of westward expansion and this happened towardsl
the beginning of the 17* century when the Ahorfn rgyah
house annexed Kamrup and Darrang to nortl-:i cmthu; t[;:l
lay the territory of Bhutan. It is to be notﬁ p Iao ele
development occurring in the Ahom state had lo 'S 21,
touched the neighbouring hill tribes, hence t.hey retalge
their distinctiveness. But all the adjacent tribes, as they
did not yield goods and grains in sufficient quantity, ]:0
meet their demand, they had to depend upon on the
products of the plains. The Ahom rulers at the gan:et::;ne,
did not want any retaliatory expeditions a.galnsh N m,
instead, they followed a policy of co.nc1ha_t10fn tha wis
backed by force whenever needed. With this framework,
the Ahom came into contact with the Bhutanese where the
latter was granted rights over the passes on norltal'll_ler;-l part

of the Ahom territory. This concession to the u ane_sle
laid the very foundation of the Ahom—Bhutan' relation till
the annexation of Assam by the British East Ir'1d1a Compan'y.
Gradually, merchants from both the countries engaged in
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commercial relation and its consequence were felt in the
territory of Tibet and China. Therefore, the paper is an
attempt to understand the historical background of the
Ahom-Bhutan relations and its management during the
rule of the Ahoms.

Key Words: Ahom, Bhutan, Duars, Buranjis, hats.

The Ahom-Bhutan relations can be better understood
from the policy of the Ahom royal house towards the hill
tribes adjacent to the northern and eastern frontier of the
state. As in most of hill areas, the local produce was not
enough to meet the needs of the people; the cross-border
trade or hill-plains commerce was their way of life.! The
hill tribes used to make inroads into the fertile foothill
Plains inside the Ahom territories 2 The Ahom buranjis 3
refer that the Ahom rulers set up different hats or markets
fqr the promotion of internal trade as well as to pacify the
hill tribes adjacent to Assam boundaries. As part of this

policy, Pratap Singha (1603-41) established two markets,
Dopdar and Borhat, to encourage

(1681-1696) set up two markets, Chakihat and Rajahat.* It
meant that the Ahoms did not follow a policy of complete
subjugation of any tribe, and annexation of their territories
to the Ahom kingdom was never envisaged by the rulers.5
In a nutshell, the Ahom policy regarding the hill tribes
was evidently to conciliate them by promising to furnish
their necessities as far as possible but if they indulged in
wanton pillages the response came in the form of pursuit

and capture of the miscreants, but it never stepped beyond
that.®

But while dealing with the Bhutanese the Ahom rulers
faced a bit of difficulty in comparison to the other frontier
tribes. The Ahom state shared a long boundary on the
northern frontier, stretching from west to east, a narrow
tract of fertile land varying in breath from ten to twenty
miles, the possession of which always to the inhabitants
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hills above.

of the barren dation o .

; very foundation first to be

de?liegottl:se ofy time. The Ahoms were noitnt};icient Hme
in . . i he Bhutanese, )

ed in dealing with tnehad ceded certain amount of

for cultivation
iti ose, to the Bhutanese . ¢ These
lands, for ?cglnvfﬁ;ciuiﬁeir hills were not suitable.
se,

s and through
f land were called the d:a];hutanese were

oubl . .
:;0 the rulers of this regio

purpo ts o
trac . .
S-?;Srg‘;uars all sorts of relations with th

: e tracts of

alized and maintained, e.g., conceding IE;;%:L Besides,

forrd the Bhutanese, during the Ahom PP-"f Stton, Tice

land to were popular for the production c; Z s greatly

the dm;?'S staples, the value of which was a wat)i,ve A hom

Z;grgct:iaetZd bc}?th by the Bhutanese a{"td k;ya;l;ii I]-;etween the

overnment.’ There had been regular tr o insmen wanting

ins and the hills with the p he

peopli! o :'l;c?uli’l{?llrr;sl and non-agricultural produf:ehzgld“;ng

b .y agein by and large, dependent on the n;—‘e Ignd other
higﬁgrr:len f%fr their requirement of foodstuff a

P

necessities. ' ith during
Of all the hill tribes that the Ahoms de?tltw“a"s only the
their whole tenure in fhe Assam fr?intlf\’rernment of their
Bhutanese, who possessed a sysFema C g o the west by
1 The territory of Bhutan is bounde Akas and in
grlitl:1m on the north by Tibet, on the east b)t/ mes to be
the south by Assam.” Bhutan appeared a o indirectly
somewhat subordinate to Tibet and by extenS; The Lamas,?
to China through the pontifical hegemony © ver Bhutan.
though Tibet never had any formal governance l-c:' 1 Tibetan
So, confined by its own rugged hills and the 1ugthem e
plateau to the north, the Bhutanese found the'sodail needs.
of their country more easily accessible for their ll or)éanised
Here, the question arises as to why a very we Bhutanese.
Ahom government conceded concessions to the use rests
The answers are several but the most probable Fd St
on the fact that the Ahom had a policy to avmhich coul?:lf
expeditions against the tribes along its bm"del’sr Whazar doue.
not only prove expensive but also unpredlctr:ably11 oo
In addition, despite the Ahom army being we t'iga szli)nst
there was little Opportunity to apply their war tactics ag
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the hillmen who were accustomed in resorting to guerrilla
methods of warfare. Simultaneously, it was difficult to
establish and maintain effective means of transport and
communication in the malarious, snake and wild animal
infested dense jungles to fashion effective control over the
hillmen.™ Consequently, the diverse tribes maintained their
distinctiveness and remained outside the preview of those
ideas developed in the plains and naturally the tribes held
fast their own customs and animistic religious rites and
considered them immutable.5In summary, the malarious
and deadly character of the tract, the feebleness of the
Assam Rajas from giving efficient protection to the indigenous
cultivators or establishing an undisputed dominion over
the soil and itg products, the Bhutanese control of the passes
and thereby the border and a good portion of the trade in
the terai belt, and the a ggressive character of the highlanders
combined to give the Bhutanese, in course of time, rights
over the whole of the debatable tract. '

needed. This system developed a kind of commercial
transaction with the frontier tribes, especially with the
Bhutanese and Assam's northern duarsbecame a main source

of this relationship that formed 4 part of Ahom buranji in
course of time.

Along the frontier of Bhutan proper lay eighteen major
passes or duars, eleven along the frontiers of Bengal and
Cooch Behar and seven on that of Assam. Notably, the
land at the foot of the Bengal and Cooch Behar duars had
long been forcibly annexed by the Bhutanese and the Assam
duars were effectively under the Bhutanese because the
Assamese rulers, keenly alive to the value of the malarious
terai and unwilling to resign their paramountcy were in
such a state of decay that they were unable fully to vindicate
their claims." Among the duars, which laid the founc':latlon
of Ahom-Bhutan relation, two were in Darrang, —Buriguma
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a,
and Killing; and five in Kamrup,-Gharkola, Baasrl;":
Chapaguri, Chapakhamar and Bijni." “These Durtioﬂ
according to Pemberton, formed “the mast valuable po re
of the Bootan territory; through them and from thermticle
procured, either directly or indirectly almost every algsses
of consumption or luxury...the priests and the h1gher c Guce.
of the laity subsist almost exclusively upon their Prohase
The silk of China and the woollens of Tibet are purc ©
in barter for cotton, rice and other products of the Plam?“t-he
The aforesaid duars were originally the property © ot
Ahom state, but the Deva-Dharma Rajas.? of Bhutan ?in
the rights over these duars from the Ahom Govenj-rne%ute
consideration of an annual payment of a tribute. This mkets,
consisted of yak tails, ponies, musk, gold-dust, blaﬂ4
and knives, of an estimated value of Naraini Rupees 1:|eSe
yearly.? Every winter, through the duars, the B'huta X
and their neighbours in the east came down with rrtl e,
loads of rock-salt, gold-dust, musk, woollen, yak- aths
Chinese silk etc. and carried up different kinds of CIC]’ e
raw silk and thread, rice, dried fish and the like.**50 C;ha;
as the Bhutanese paid the stipulated tributes,hole
Kamrupduars were to remain in their hands the W he
year round, but by a curious arrangement, o
Darrangduarswere to be annually surrendered to the Asls m
Government from July to November and this anoma ozie
provision of course led to trouble amongst them.* Macksl‘lb
thinks that probably the Ahoms were compelle t)(;
circumstances to make over Darrang and Kamrupduarst
Bhutan in consideration of annual tribute.® Pembert_oﬂ 15
more specific in relating that although the tribute. pa-l.d b);
the Bhutanese for rights over the duars was very inSIgnlflcanf
the Ahom Rajas took that as an acknowledgement ©
Assam’s sovereignty and for the Bhutanese it was a b”lg

gain for a very small price. He describes the deal as, “lIt
was, in fact, a mutual compromise between conscious
weakness and barbarian cunning.”%

Besides these major dugrs, there was another duar in
the east of Darrang known as Kariaparduar, which was
independent of the Bhutanege government at Punakha and
the natives of this region were known generally as Monbas/
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Monpas. The Monbas of Kariapar region were governed
by a typical system of government with a council of chiefs
designated as Sat Rajas, not always necessarily seven, who
gwed‘their allegiance to Tawang Raja, a tributary of Lhasa.

Again to the east of Kariapar, there were two other duars
known as Char-duar® and Na-duar, which were protected
from the independent Bhutias and Duflas by the grant of
concessions. * These duars were very important in carrying
on Assam’s trade with Bhutan and Tibet,  since besides
the trade with Bhutan, all the Assam trade with Tibet were
conducted through Kariaparduar at a place called Chouna,
two months journey from Lhasa. The Assam merchants
normally camped with their commodities at Geegunsheer,
a distance of four miles from Chouna.® The main articles
brought by the merchants of Tibet were rock-salt, woollens,
gOld_-dust, horses, chowries, Chinese silks etc., and the article
carried gn by the Assam merchants were rice, tussah, cloth,
{(woven by Assamese women) iron, and lac; buffalo horns;
Pearls and corals etc. It is to be noted that in 1820, the
X ;isa merchants brought with them a total of 70,000 rupees
: uy Assam staples.” The Bhutanese acted as middlemen
N the Assam-Tibet trade activities, since the traders from

2S8a and Assam had to use the passes to get to the heart
of Bhutan and thence to the desired destination.®

this long history of Ahom-Bhutan
t receive any formal embassy till 18023
al embassy from Assam was despatched
pbailabhBarphukan, to adjust thestrained
on account of the shelter given to some
and princes by the Raja of Bhutan. Besides
amaria rebellion and Burmese invasion,
the Bhutanese carried off to their hill, a large number of
Assamese subjects for employment as slaves.® Captain R
B Pemberton during his visit to Bhutan in 1838 received
Numerous applications from Assamese captives to affect
their release and restoration to their own ‘tountry. During
the period of anarchy and confusion many Assamese subjects

had taken shelter in the Bhutan duars. These duars also

served as a shelter of many Assam princes and potentates

who rebelied against the government * hence it necessitated

Interestingly,
relationship did no
when the first form
'0 Bhutan by Prata
Mutual relations
Assamese nobles
that, during Mo
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. A of Pankaj
a formal embassy. The deputation was cgmpos,edAhir )

Choudhury, a Brahmin of PubparParganah; and Assamese
and Kapchingalekharu, both of Kharangi. TheBhutaneSE:
envoys returned with a company of thirty-six ors, Jiva
who were headed by two Jingkaps or messel‘lg—Dharma
and Dindu, who brought two epistles from the D?Vj ther In
Rajas of Bhutan, one written in Persian and th i g
Bengali.” In return, the Bhutanese envoy comF;tted P
the Ahom monarch about the oppression Commr Berdabi
the borders by the officers of Kamrup, viz., Bu}?nunicated
Barkaiths and Choudhuries. The envoys also CQTflOf Bl bais
the following message of the Dev-Dharma Ralﬁib g T
“there had been existed cordial and ind;ssolub ethe - A
between the previous Swarga-Maharajas and mes i
e D e e
communications, though unlinked by anf L Abussies and
There had however been no exchange o e v

i ded by the Swarga-Ma : i
epistles. Now, as corm‘naBnar R
. rpl1u1;alzi]3§;2;: t?::}lie(iif envgys argd letterspmaking eNUIries
A rosperity and welfare. From this the DEV'Dl‘arE}a
i i Pbeen convinced of the presence of insepara ‘i
Ra]as h?ﬁ'e dship. They have been exceedingly happy a
ties of .lllennt of their heart’s desire caused by the ple:asu_r:
thr.a f'ulfl rfl_"le m personal sight. We, Jingkaps have ¥
pubon. been sent by the Dev-Dharma Rajas to ?“qg‘e_
Consequ}fnceeace and happiness of Swarga—Mahal‘alié }‘—?‘
ab“mt}i eepalso sent with us letters and presentg, | T1.18
Rajas hav bassy shows that the Ahom-Bhutan relations lthat
form.al eliﬂ existed on verbal messages were now formalised
prf;;?}i}sd}ilcates that both parties had some say in the border
an

s.

arealf we look upon the management of the A}TO.I?:—BPEEZE
-elation, then it shows that the Ahom royal authori -yl}qj k
HEMB! LR e of administration of lower Assam to Barp ukan,
- responsible for conducting the political relations
Who ‘gas al and Bhutan and the chieftains on the Assgm
Wlt}.\ ’F}?g(:holadhora Phukan was the in cha}‘ge of foreign
d?ffgii‘s both political and commercial.* Besides [hatf,f'the
isssan;—Bhutan trade was controlled by an Ahom officer
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known as Uzir Barua at Simaliyabari, a
the royal place of Mangaldoi.
but disallowed any transaction
broker* On the other

day’s journey from
He did not levy any duty
without engaging him as a
hand, the task of protecting the Assam
subjects from the atrocities or inroads of the Bhutanese
was left to the authority of the vassal Raja of Darrang."' In
1805, the newly appointed Dcwrmng Raja, Samudra Narayan,
and Darrang enjoyed complete autonomy in its internal
administration,* but in the case of political relations with
Bhutan, the Ahom government was in charge as evidenced
by the fact that in 1805 the newly appointed Darrang Raja,

Samudra Narayan, was instructed to push back the
Bhutanese to their origin

. al limits, as reports had been
Lelce:;\-:lad of the Bhutanese Occupation of some portion of
is ajesty’s dominions b transer i 1d
! ressing the o
boundarieg ¥ 5 5

Tlme chapter of _A.hom—Bhutan relationship gave rise a
New segment of political development in the region. During

the course, remar S i
ke 4 m tlfabl(: changes were taking place on south
ank of the River Brahma

= putra, and the main agency of
. is changes were the Koches, who, over the years, slowly
Tlljt steadﬂy-, tried to Spread their influence eastwards.”

1e Koch king observed that a very lucrative trade route
existed between Tibet in t

So, to conclude, it can be observed that in the course
of the Ahom-Bhutan relationship, the Ahoms followed. %
policy of conciliation towards the Bhutanese in the entire
course of Ahom-Bhutan relationship and aVDide,d
overstepping their limits observing the difficulties seen 11
the frontier regions. On the other hand, the Bhutanese al_wa)’i
tried their level best to keep control over the duarsas 1t”1’l;3o
only provided “every item of consumption or luxury
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Bhutanese but also because the control of duﬂlrsov\t’l«’:::
B oo 1 of not just Assam-Bhutan trade l_)ut a ST'bet
= COﬂtIOt of commerce between Assam to _T]bet or Ti -
o Bkl hich enriched the Bhutan frontier off;cea;sars
= AssaTh;VBhutanese Treasury. The control 'o.f theh du 4
“;il ga;.re Bhutan a leverage in inter-nation politics throug
a

inst the
heltering or supporting any rebel movement again
she
Ahom government.
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Chapter - 8

Non-Timber Forest Products of Nagaon District, Assam,
India

Kumar Kritartha Kapshik, Pimpi Sahu and Dr. Ramesh Nath

Abstract

Nagaon district of Assam (India) 1s rich in diversity. North East India 1s
bonafide credible wealthy 1n forest range and forest products. Plant presents
three considerable urgency of human life which are food, clothing, and shelter.
In aggregation food for survivability comes from plant products such as fruits,
vegetables, nuts, pulses, etc. commonly used in weaving, cloths, fabrics,
ropes, threads, bags and nets. Non-Timber Forest Products (NTFPs) are
awfully sharing to livelihoods of the society dwelling neighboring the forest
field. NTFPs alike wild edible plants are of immense sale, notably in the
downtown spaces. This continually rising order of NTFPs is constructing a
probable nisk of over-utihized of the forest resources.

Keywords: Nagaon, non-timber forest products, livelihood
Introduction

The commencement of a new forest improvement approach in India
established in part on non-wood forest resources has fascinated international
consideration ', The Food and Agricultural Organization 1*! defines NTFP as
products of biological ongin other than wood dernivational from forests, other
wooded land, and trees farther forests, Nowadays it 1s umiversally perceived
that non-timber forest products (NTFPs) provide sizable profit o the
livelihoods of forest-dependent community, many of whom have finite non-
agricultural income-drawing convenience '**. According to FAO Report 15)
“Non-timber Forest Products (NTFPs) are essential means for forwarding
underdevelopment subjects for the diminished. forest-dependent public,
subsidizing to livelihoods, in conjugation with food guarantee, salary, well-
being and viable human progress™ Socio-economic seriousness and the price
of NTFPs in the business of tropical countries are now strongly standardized.
Approximately all tropical countries, the assemblage of NTFPs is an extensive
business enterprise 5] and around 500 million folks existing in adjoining

Page | 187



woods being relied upon them for their livelihood requirement . India is
dawning to analyzing with forest executive approach before in region in
section of the Amazon sector '* and which abode employment and ecological
deliberation previously interest increment affairs /% 10 11 12131,

NTFPs like fuel-wood, medicinal plants, wild edible vegetables, house
construction elements, etc. are an indispensable factor of day-to-day
livelihood action chiefly for tribal communities "], In consideration of the
initial 1990s, the part of NTFPs for viable forest benefit and poverty mitigation
has earned heightened consideration ', The socio-economic emphasis and
the cost of NTFPs in the business of tropical countries are now well recognized
115. 51, In almost all tropical countries, the collection of NTFPs is a major
economic activity 115 17 %81 and about 500 million people living in or near
forests being depended upon them for meeting their livelihood needs ' The
eradication of non-timber forest products (NTFP) has speculated appreciable
implication in international attempts to maintain biodiversity ' *".. Therefore,
NTFPs are called as the “Cinderella’ species since their probability 1s still to
be disclosed and promoted !,

Remaoval of non-timber forest products (NTFPs) for sustenance and
commerce has a protracted past all over the sphere 1'%, In India, about 50
million forest inhabitants live in or along the forest periphery and count on
NTFPs for their food care, health care, construction component and cash
income !, Since NTFPs are not traded through settled retail channels, their
market price remnant unrecognized and unheard of and does not come 1nto
sight in manufacture and ship stats ' *?* %"l The North-Eastern region and
Assam specifically i1s a segment of one of the global 25-biodiversity hot spots
1] and there is a crucial demand to inguiry the rating of biological
diversification in this sector with main intensity on guarded spaces. Assam
with 1ts 78,523 sq km. geographical area 1s the second-largest north-eastern
state of India and placed between 24"2-27°6' N latitudes and 89"8 - 96" E
longitudes. Out of this absolute geographical area, 30.20% (23,688 sq km)
comprises the forest cover of which 14,517 sq km 1s a heavy forest and 9,171
sq km is open forest in the state **). Northeast region of India which constitutes
eight states viz. Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram,
Nagaland, Tripura and Sikkim is popular for its high floral and faunal
diversification. The current district of Nagaon i1s one of the historically
important districts in the state of Assam of north-east India. Nagaon, a district
in the center based in the state of Assam in North-East India, 1s predicted to
be one of the largest districts in the state. It broadens at a latitudinal spread of
25"45" to 26"45' North and 92"33'-92"6" East longitude. It has enclosed a total

Page | 188



geographical area of 3,831 sq. km relatively. Predominantly enclosed by thick
forests and fertile lands, the potent river Brahmaputra flows forward the
northern border of the district. Its major tributaries flowing through the district
are the Kapili and Kolong. Kolong, the major tributary divides the district into
Nagaon and Haiborgaon. Nagaon 1s bounded by the district of Sonitpur and
the Brahmaputra in the North, West Karbi Anglong and North Cachar Hills in
the south, East Karbi Anglong and the district of Golaghat in the east and the
district of Morigaon to the west. The National Highways 36 and 37 converge
the district.

Tenability of non-wood capital

The frequent inference that NTFP eradication is entirely free from the
damaging brunt that attend logging is spurious. Typical eradication of flowers,
fruits, and nuts can have inimical environmental collision and can control
normal reclamation " !, More broad-ranging studies of the continuity of
NTFP compilation and marketing scheme investigate to assimilate the
biological and socio-economic range of the viable concern P+ -3, Retail
coordinated extractive schemes are likely to combat with wviability
involvement due to inadequacy in facts reservoir, and weak signs and impetus
for forest Purchaser Company "¢ Infirmity and crooked rate signs may
develop because of lurking or unambiguous endowment, immense transit, and
commodity improvement outlay P! or bureaucratic and civil forces **/. High
market prices and ill-treated high-tech interference can also matter resident
annihilation 1**/,

Even if various reviews have subsidized evidence on the certain or
possible trade adeptness of NTFP executive reign "> * more reasoning of
innovation in the artistic and civil structure of the forest community body is
necessary if we are to further absolutely assimilate our perceptions of
impartiality and viability concemns. There is proof that the eradication of
NTFPs can share necessarily to native frugality over the intermediate style and
can develop life prospects in conditions of livelihood satety and dietary
uncertainty belittlement P* *'!, Many researchers have also cited design in
precise geographical sectors '**. But a bit is known about the aspects that
regulate the construct and severity of property expleitation by native people,
or why property eradication administration switches over time ¥, Likewise,
while a well-fare contract of research has been operated on the business
assessment of divergent forest property and administration confer to monetary
and alternative touchstone '***- 12l Comparatively meagerly factual work has
been started on how eradication for marketing involves household utilization
of forest-based commodities, or how a revolution in domestic establishment
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stake in employment, money, and land alter forest vanetes architecture and
profusion '),

Livelihood through non-timber forest product

One predominant aspect of livelihood eking scheme for the agricultural
humans and wooded area groups 1s the promotion of the use of non-wooden
woodland merchandise. In 1992, delegates to the United countries convention
on environment and development, called the Rio earth summit, identified
sustainable forest management as a key element in sustainable monetary
improvement. In current years interest has been centered on the ability of non-
tumber wooded area products within the discount of poverty and meal
msecurity, consequently improving nutritional and sustainable contrel of
wooded area sources ), Forests offer products for one of a kind used for
families and commercial degrees 1*’l. Although NTFPs may not be the most
vital income-generating products for neighborhood people dwelling near the
forests, they make coninbutions notably to household income, meals
protection, and family healthcare as well as, provision of multple social and
cultural values "***I, In spite of those roles, the main challenge persists inside
the accurate evaluaton of NTFPs as a revenue factor for the livelihoods of
indigenous human beings #9,

Role of non-timber forest products

The position of NTFPs varies from one region to another depending on
the fmancial and cultural contexts. In developed intemmational locations, for
mnstance, NTFPs are commonly used for cultural and leisure functions,
biodiversity conservation, and rural monetary improvement. in growing
nations, particularly in Africa and Asia, they're frequently apphed for

subsistence and profits B! ¥,

In the developing nations, NTFPs are
consequently taken into consideration a protection mnternet that fills the gaps
due to a shortfall in agricultural manufacturing or different forms of
emergencies > ** *|, The NTFPs-based actions, if set up by the jurisdiction
and other collaborators may be used to increase the monetary and social

wellbeing of groups living in and around forestlands %),

Financial estimates of approximately USD ninety billion annualy have
been set for NTFPs international, and about one-1/3 of the equation is fed on
inside the neighborhood economic system without coming into the
marketplace *® ¥, Most significantly, the NTFP's contribution to rural
family's earnings is sizeable in many countries globally.
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Forest policies in India

State-initiated wooded area management in India dates back to 1855 and
the declaration of a constitution of Indian Forests. The forest regulations of
1894, 1927 and 1952, all enacted since the first forest Act of 1865, were in
large part directed in the direction of timber production |***%l. No matter some
cosmetic adjustments, the point of interest of the post-colonial nation’s forest
rules has additionally been wood, and policies had been mspired by way of
sales and business concerns. While Reserved Forests frequently are controlled
for wood, firewood and bamboo production on specifically commercial
grounds, different classes of state-controlled wooded area lands - variously,
‘protected Forests', 'Village forests', "Zamindari forests' and 'personal forests’
amounting to 34 million hectares-have been left to fulfill the forest wishes of
nearby humans, normally without the systems of medical management
practised within the Reserved Forests or investment to enrich the depleting
mventory. The contribution of the misleadingly named ‘Minor woodland
products’ (MFPs, the umbrella term for woodland merchandise aside from
wooden and firewood) turned into no longer but liked within the forestry
quarter in India, and 'timber’ continued to be the major tradeable wooded area
item on which control relied to generate revenue. Even though community
Forestry in India advanced impressively i the 1980°s, it changed into
frequently structured across the production of small timber and fuelwood %],
It turned mto only in the 1988 forest policy that definite suggestions for
growing NTFPs have been issued. Those coverage guidelines will no longer
gain their targets unless they're translated mnto particular aim-onentated
strategies at the kingdom stage forestry, wherein countrywide forest policies
are camed out and i which many preceding policy hints have now not been
pursued with energy or success.

The forestry area in India 1s part of the 'Concurrent list' of the constitution,
that's to mention that it's miles a subject beneath the twin mampulate of
country and central government, wherein nation forestry devices manage and
manage the forests within the constraints of a national wooded area policy.
Previous to 1970, only a few States had techniques to govern the exploitation
of NTFPs, even though the maximum had regulations for timber extraction
and advertising and marketing there have been masses of legitimate pastime,
or speak, about the sigmificance of what 1s now called NTFPs. As early as
1961, the record of the Devar commission urged state governments to make
provision for in-depth series and neighborhood processing of MFPs. The
Committee on Tribal economic system in woodland regions (1967) also
endorsed the established order of woodland corporations and Tribal
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improvement Co-operative agencies for the collection, processing, and
advertising of MFPs and the pational commission on development of
Backward regions (1981) emphasized the necessity of studies on MPFs and
the propagation of decided on NTFP species. The national document of the
Committee on Forestry and Poverty comfort ( 1984) likewise endorsed identity
of recent MFP assets, tapping techmques, refining chemical change and the
introduction of superior forms of flowers yielding so-known as minor wooded
area merchandise "', However, those hints had very little effect on forest
making plans and control in maximum States in which, until these days, the
priority tumed into an accumulation of revenues via logging of herbal and
planted forests.

Execution and marketing of non-timber forest product

There are inherent complexities involved in managing a woodland for
NTFPs. The goods are diverse, production is unsure, and markets are
imperfect. Wheremn NTFPs have an excessive industrial value,
overexploitation has regularly taken place and the product has emerged as
scarce "% in lots of extra instances, the underdevelopment of a commercial
infrastructure is an impediment to powerful NTFP management '*!. Maximum
past researches on NTFPs had been specific and performed with regards to
either commodity markets or family desires or organic characteristics.
Growing a legiimate policy calls for careful analyses of all of the above
aspects as they relate to the forests which are regular of a viciity. To make
certain an increasing percent of the market proportion for NTFP gatherers and
producers requires information of ways NTFP extraction and advertising and
marketing structures have functioned within the bevond and how
contemporary structures may be taillored to the demands of the consumer
market. One issue diagnosed 1s that first-rate impediment to the improvement
of a replicable version of an extractive device 15 a lack of individual role model
of extraction */_ it's far tough to understand simply how efficient an NTFP
gadget 1s or is probably. NTFPs are unlike wood manufactuning and
management systems due to the fact there 15 no “international metric” for
functions of evaluation, either theoretically or empirically.

The development of policies to dispose of economic and social constraints
is crucial if NTFP management systems are to serve a large and diverse body
of stakeholders. when the value of products accrues specifically to
intermediaries the social objective of NTFP systems might not be maximized
3] Numerous current research show how creditors of NTFPs very frequently
live beneath regimes of financial and social dependence wherein fees and
markets are efficiently managed with the aid of land-owners, traders and
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personal groups. Other studies propose that NTFP trading structures are often
riven by means of monopsonistic preparations *>-%! and are fashioned with
the aid of unhelpful or unfair legal regulations at the direct sale of NTFPs with
the aid of creditors. The range and unpredictability of traded fees have also
been commented on and are extensively visible as an obstacle to the layout of
advanced NTFP conirol systems.

Table 1: Dicotyledonous non-timber forest products of Nagaon district of Assam

SL No. Scientific Name |Common name Parts used
s Naravelia zeylanica Gorapasol g shu-ut-mf::lh bl_-u?ih: e
and root as medicine
Fruit's fleshy calyx as vegetable,
2 Dillenia indica Owtenga mucilaginous seed as a natural
shampoo

3. Magnolia hodgsonii | Barhamthury Wﬂﬂdﬂﬁaizngﬁ:ii:;ﬁmmemﬁ
4, Cissampelos pareira Tubukilata Young shoot tip as medicine
5. Tinospora cordifolia | Shagunilata Stem as medicine

f. Nymphaea nouchali | BagaVetphul Flower bud as vegetable

T Nelumbo nucifera Padumphul | Flower petal and seeds are edible
B. Crataeva religiosa Barun Leaves and fnts as medicine
9. Flacortia cataphracta Pomial Fruit is edible

10. Drymaria cordata Latzaborn Young shoot .\"Il.gEtﬂb].B and

: medicine

11. Garcinia cowa Kawrn Thekera Fruit edible and as medicine
12. | Garcinia lanceaefolia | Rupahi Thekera Fruit edible and as medicine
13. Garcinia morella Kuji Thekera Fruit edible and as medicine
14. | Garcinia pedunculata | Bar Thekera Fruit edible and as medicine
15. J.'ﬂ:ﬁﬂ:;ij'::::m TeporTenga Frit edible and as medicine
16. Abutilon indicum Japapaton Root as medicine

17. Sida cordifelia Sunborial Bark as fiber

18. Bombax ceiba Simalo Bark as medicine and fruit as fiber
19. Abroma augusta Gorokhia Root as medicine
20. Zizvphus jujube Bagan Fruit 1s edible
21 Vitis guadranguiaris | Harjura Lata Yuuni;h;g:nu;:ﬁﬂ?g]; teat,
22 Leea guineensis Owlata Stem as rope in house building
23. Aesculus assamica Ramanbih Seed as medicine

24, Mangifera sylvatica Ban Aam ik edible snd Reck 43

medicine
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25. Rhus chinensis Naga Tenga Fruit is edible and medicine
: . Fruit and young leaves are edible
=
26. Spondias pinnata Amara andd seditiine: Ml asmedicine
27. Caesalpinia bonduc Letaguti Young leaf and fruit as medicine
28. Cassia alara Kharpat Young leaves as medicine
29. Abrus precatorius Latumoni Fruit and root as medicine
30. Butea monosperma Palakh Bark as medicine and fruit as hiber
31. Dalbergia pinnata Lalengchali Bark as condiment
32, Pongamia pinnaia Karash Leaves as fodder, seed as medicine
3 Eiythriite vatisgain Madar Root, bark and leaves as medicine
: : and for omamental purposes
34. | Flemingia strobilifera Makhioty Root and bark as medicine
35. | Mellettia pachyvearpa Bakal Bih Root as poison for fish
36. Prunus jenkinsii TherejuTenga | Fruit is edible, shoot as medicine
37. Rubus ellipticus Jutulipaka FLoit i i, s el
medicine
33. Rubus lucens lezeru Paka Frit edible
30, Terminalia bellirica Bhumura Fruit as medicine
40. Terminalia chebula Hilikha Fruit as medicine and bark as dye
41. | Svzygium balsameum Jaldubuh Young shoot a medicine
41 Svzvgium cumini Kala Jamu Froitisediie; :u.zed_ Syt
¥ and bark as dye
Table 2: Monocotyledonous non-timber forest products of Nagaon district of Assam
Sk No. Scientific Name ytnin Parts used
name
l. Thysanolaena latifolia Jaru Ban Young Shm?nt-as Todeer: Matue
: ' stem-as fencing; flower-as broom
5 Phragmites Rarks Khagor _Yuung_ shoot-fodder; M:_uure stem
in fencing and constructing houses
e Leaf-sheath-as rope Young, Soot
Alpisia aigre o and rhizome as medicine
4. Curcuma aromatica Keturi Rhizome as medicine
e % Curcuma caesia Kala Halodh Rhizome as medicine
f. Curcuma amada Amada Bhtzome ot |_nedwme and
condiment
: . ; Rhizome as medicine and
y 3 Etingera loroglossa Karphul canaat
. . e Rhizome-medicine: Young Shoot-
3. Kaempferia galanga Gathiyon vepstalilés: Flowsr-cemamsatal
0. Kaempferia rotunda Bhumi Rhizome as medicine
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Champa

Rhizome as medicine and

10. Zingiber officinale Moran Ada ;
8 il condiment
L1. Musa aurantiaca Banana Kal Inflorescence-edible
12 Musa itinerans Banana Kal Inflorescence-edible
13. Musa nagensium Banana Kal Inflorescence-edible
14. Marania arundinacea Toraalu Rhizome-edible
15. Phrymium pubinerve Kawpat Leaf-wrapper & plate
Schumanniantfus _—
16. ; Patidoi Stem-as rope
dichotomous
L7, Crinum asiaticiom Ban Naharu Leaf & bulb-medicine
18. Dioscorea alata Sapara Alo Underground stem 1s edible
19. Dioscorea esculenta Gos Alu Underground stem is edible
20. Dipscorea pentaphyvlla | Paspotia Alu Underground stem is edible
21.  |Commelina benghalensis| Kanahimalu Young shoot-medicine
22 Arenga pinnata MumoiTamul | Stem & leaves sheath-as cultural
23. Calamus flagelliom Raiding Bet S s rﬂ'_“mm fimiure,
: Young stem Hp as vegetable
24. Calamus gracilies Suli Bet Cane-as rope
; . Cane as furniture and house
25. Calamus tenuis Jat Bet .
construction
Stem 1n house construction and
26. Caryota urens SewaTamul fencing, young stem tip as
vegetable
; Leaf as thatching matenal, fruat is
27. Licuala peltaia Jengu Pat £
= edible
w L £ 2 Leaf as thatching matenial, fruit is
28. Livistona fenkinsiana | TakowTamul £
edible
29, Acorus calamus Bos Corm-medicine
30. Alocasia fomicara BejKasu Corm-as vegetable
3l. Alocasia macrorrhizos | ©Man Kasu o5k VRpetabie, PE_UPJE'M
vegetable and medicine
32 Alocasia odora Dahi Kasu Petiole-as vegetable
33.  |(Amorphophallus bulbifer| Ul Kasu Corm-as vegetable
. Petiole and sub aenal stem as
34, Caolocasia esculenta Kola Kasu
vegetable
35. Homalomena aromatic | Gandha Kasu Leaf & petiole-as medicine
i : Young shoot as vegetable and
36. Laisia spinesa Shengmara = B

medicine
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Table 3: Diversity and Utilization of Non-Timber Forest Products (Pteridophytes) of
Nagaon distnct of Assam

Sl No. Scientific Name Common name Parts used
i, Diplazium esculantum | Dhekia Shak Young leaf as vegetable
2 Stenochlaena palusiris | Dhekia Lata Young leaf Z:ﬂ::;ﬂmature stem
3. Drynaria guercifolia | Hukan Dhekia Mature leaf as ornamental
4. Dicranopteris linearis | Kalam Dhelaa Leaf petiole as cultural
5. Lygodium flexuosum | Kapow Dhekia Young leaf as cultural
6. Pieridivum aguilinum Dhekia Shak Young leaf as vegetable
7. Christella parasitica Bihlongoni | Leaf as medicine and cultural use

Table 4: Diversity and Utilization of Non-Timber Forest Products (Fungi) of Nagaon
distnct of Assam

Sk No. Scientific Name Common name Parts used
1. Morchella esculama Kathphula Fruiting body as vegetable
2. Agaricus bisporus Beng-Sata Fruiting body as vegetable
3. Auricidaria auricul Kathphula Fruiting body as vegetable
4. Ganoderna sp. Kathphula Fruiting body as vegetable
5. Lvcoperdon sp. Kathphula Fruiting body as vegetable
6. Pluteus cervinus Kathphula Frunting body as vegetable
7. |Schizophyllum commune|  Kathphula Fruiting body as vegetable
a. Termitamyces sp. Kathphula Fruiting body as vegetable

Management and economic significance of non-timber forest producis

Over 50% of wooded area sales and 70% of wooded area export profits
come from NTFPs 19!, In India, the principal source of each self-employment
and oblique employment in forestry is the gathering, processing, and sale of a
huge range of NTFPs. Those encompass bamboo, cane, grasses, oilseeds,
fibers, gums, and resins, dyes, medicinal flora, spices, honey and wax, nuts,
sandalwood, leaves, and seeds for propagation. Despite the fact that the
designation “minor’ may additionally supply the effect that this subsector is of
low cost, in 1986 NTFPs accounted for almost 40% of forest departiment
revenues, 75 % of internet export profits from woodland sector revenues, and
75% of net export earnings from wooded area produce. Small-scale wooded
area-primarily based corporations, a lot of them reliant on NTFPs, provide as
much as 50% of profits for 20-30% of the agricultural labor force in India '**
%181 Of the total salary employment in the foresiry region, NTFPs possibly
account for more than 70 % '"*!. Greater important is the possibility for self-
employment which those corporatons provide to the woodland dwellers,
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recently anticipated at 3.3 million individuals. A current look at in West
Bengal shows that many village groups derive as a good deal as [7% in their
annual family incomes from NTFP collection and advertising sports "', A
survey at Bastar, Chhattisgarh, found that while the maximum sustainable
yield from | hectare of woodland became approximately 10m* every two
decades, yielding a net price of Rs. 20,000, non-wood merchandise harvested
each year produced an internet income of Rs. 200,000 over the same period
151 India’s state governments earn kind of Rs. 2000 million in step with
annum from the NTFP exchange. in the shape of royalty, fees, income profit,
licenses and so on.

India’s massive and numerous wealth in NTFPs (an envisioned 3.000
plant species yield one or other NTFP), only approximately one hundred fifty
non-medicinal plant life are commercially exploited. Inside the absence of
particular motion plans at country and countrywide ranges, the modalities of
extraction and advertising of many precious products were typically nearby or
‘conventional’. Tracking of actual and potential production, use and
advertising of NTFPs is missing '*l. Except a ‘'minor wooded area produce
plantation scheme’ which has been operational on account that 1985
numerous States, and which has now not yielded tons minor woodland
produce (due to degradation, negative choice of species, lack of usufruct
shaning association with creditors), systems of collection, processing, and
marketing of NTFPs maintain to perform m a conventional manner mn
maximum elements.

In phrases of senes and advertising arrangements for NTFPs in India, the
dominant machine has visible the woodland department (or nation forest
organization) buy the accumulated produce from the extractors, and then
promote it back at the open marketplace through auction to buyers or
indusiries after basic processing. Products wherein the state wooded area
branch has no real interest (generally due to the fact the outputs are small)
have usually been leased out to wooded area contractors for exploitation. In
maximum cases, the royalties paid by means of contractors are determined by
means of crude techniques of predicted manufacturing, without any clinical
have a look at or motel to an in-depth inventory of NTFPs on a nearby
foundation. Arrangements additionally alternate from year after year for
adminmistrative or polhiical concerns. The woodland research Institute n
Dehradun has compiled records on NTFPs in India, but this record has not
often been utilized by nation forestry organizations, or public or private zone
firms, for growing or making value brought merchandise. There are few
current incentives for industries to apply NTFPs as uncooked substances.
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similarly, it's been proven that the unregulated collection of NTFPs impacts
adversely on the regeneration of some susceptible species in India. that
woodland-structured families are often exploited by intermediaries "'/ and that
some NTFPs have been subjected to a current but persistent fall in production.

The brighter aspect of the Indian forest set-up is that most forest legal
guidelines and even wooded area policing activities, have no longer
encroached at the tenurial nghts of NTFP extractors. Apparently, the
environmental foyer in India, which has been quite vocal in its opposition to
the employment of personal contractors for umber exploitation, has said as an
alternative less about the involvement of middlemen inside the advertising of
non-wood forest merchandise. It stays the case, however, that the control of
NTFP-based sports in India i1s limited by using problems referring to
seasonality, garage, transportation, and occasional volumes of confident
manufacturing. on this admire, NTFP structures in India are not in contrast to
NTFP structures in some other place %],

Occupation and education

The principle profession represents the foremost economic pastime
engaged by means of the family head for coins profits and subsistence. Due to
the fewer range of livelihood options in rural areas that can complement
family earnings and meals deficit, they are therefore predicted to rely greater
on forest sources consisting of NTFPs. Families who are engaged in different
sectors of the financial system which includes trading and formal employment
are much less possibly to be depending on NTFPs compared to their opposite

numbers in the farming company ™ 7.

The level of training attained by using the household head 1s expected to
influence the character of his/her monetary activity and therefore the extent of
his/her income. This is because education might make it less complicated for
households to recognize bad externalities and passive consumer values of
natural sources ["* ™1, It's miles assumed that the high degree of education of
respondents would cause extraction of fewer forest merchandise considering
that schooling opens up opportunity employment possibilities and diverts
human beings from subsistence livelihoods activities which include the
gathering of NTFPs from the woodland reserve 7% 7%,

Conclusion

NTFPs have an established conventional financial function in most of the
islands of the region, particularly for rural groups. They provide a potentially
treasured contribution to sustainable livelihoods but the NTFP region has
remained marginalized to mainstream monetary activity because of a vanety
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of demanding situations and constraints. NTFP monetary hobby desires to be
harnessed and controlled effectively which will seize its capacity contribution
to national sustainable improvement, especially for rural livelihoods, Amidst
challenges which can be emerging, there are possibilities that the sector
provides that ought to be identified and capitalized on.

This studies brought into recognition

1) The cntical function that NTFPs do and might play in rural livelihood
techniques.

ii) The aid control, advertising and marketing, finance, policy and
mstitutional challenges that need to be conquered for NTFPs to meet
their full capability within such livelihood strategies.

Various nearby management agencies, frequently forestry departments,
are mandated to manage NTFPs but are challenged through a loss of good
enough resources and situations wherein exploitation of the sources occurs on
houses past the confines of woodland reserves. In some times, struggle control
can be required as shortage of assets promotes opposition and desperation on
the part of stakeholders. It 1s far clear that during order for the NTFP region
to be advanced, 1t has to be analyzed past the slim confines of biodiversity
conservation and framed within the broader context of poverty comfort and
sustainable livelihoods. Imside this context, the desires of the arena to be
addressed must consist of coverage and institutional arrangements, resource
control and access, advertising, finance and schooling due to the fact
sustainable livelihoods can most effective be completed via governance
arrangements that allow powerful control of natural sources while
empowering those dependent on such resources. This calls for a policy
environment that lets in for participatory based totally processes offering
NTFP stakeholders with information, get nght of entry to too and a position
in the management of the NTFP useful resource base and their personal
improvement.

It 15 miles advocated that stakeholders ought to priontize technical and
financial help programs that might promote off-farm income-generating sports
which includes price addition for agricultural produce, handcraft and so forth.
Inside the lengthy-run, diversification into formal quarter employment,
coupled with schooling and talent improvement, 1s suggested. This will assist
reduce household overreliance on NTFPs for livelihoods and profits. For
effective conservation of NTFPs, strategies ought to take into consideration
corporations that were determined to have extra stake, which includes the guys
and kids. in making plans and enforcing sustainable utilization and control of
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wooded area resources. Further, interventions aimed toward retaining the
forest have to keep in mind both in-situ and ex-situ conservation of the most
applied flowers and bushes used for drugs in order to relieve strain at the wild
stock. The provision of biogas and kerosene as alternative fuelwood and
charcoal is suggested with a purpose to reduce family overreliance on the
wooded area timber plant. It 1s already a recognized fact that for any herbal
aid to be controlled sustainably, a sound understanding of the ecology, spanal
distribution and abundance of the resource is required. Such statistics might
be obtained from a number of assets along with indigenous or local people’s
information as well as formal scientific inquiry via woodland inventories.
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Black Magic and Witchcraft in Assam:
A Study of Evolution, Practices and Prevalence

Niloofar Islam

Magic in India is prevalent since ancient times. Atharvaveda
is considered as the book of magic as it contains various mantras
which were popular not only among the people of Vedic age but
earlier times also. The archeological remains found from Indus valley
civilization confirm the practice of worshipping mother goddess
and Shiva, a form of Shiva-Pashupati, the popular deities of the
period. In the later period these deities were the prime deities of
tantricism. The Atharvaveda composed a few centuries after the Indus
Valley Civilization consists mainly of the magical formulae.! Even
the Yajurveda emphasized on the beliefs in spirits and magic but not
to the extent of the Atharvaveda.? The contents of the Atharvaveda
which are also in the form of ritual prayers like that of the Rigveda
can be regarded as magical charms. The Atharvaveda itself has
offered a classification of these charms into categories such as: Ayusya
(charms for long life), Bhesajya (charms to cure sickness caused both
by natural and supernatural causes), Abhicartka(charms to curse upon
enemies, sorceress and demons), Strikarman(love charms and charms
relating to women), Ammanasya(charms to bring about concord),
Poustika(charms to bring about prosperity), Rajakarman(charms
relating to royality or to the Brahmanical power), Prayascitta(expiatory
rites and prayers). Amulets were in use. Sorcery or witchcraft was
widespread and there were many charms to protect oneself from
sorcery. Amulets used against sorcery had the capacity to recoil the

sorcerer himself.

There is no reference of Assam in Vedas which mention that
magic was practiced during that period. But from the time of Yajurveda
the Atharvavedic magical practices might have been in vogue in
Assam. This is proved by the fact that in Atharvaveda(chapter X .4.14)
4 reference of Kirata girl (Kairataka) who digs for a herbal remedy
on the ridges of the mountains® which is very significant. In the post-
vedic period, in the times of Buddhism the Atharvavedic belief in the
causation and cure of disease still flourished amid Buddhists. The
costly affair of sacrifice, with the priest as the intermediary, was only
replaced with cheaper sacrifice, which is self- torture. Pali texts such as
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the Khuddakapatha: Anguttara nikaya, Attantia sutta, Digha nikayq

ete. contained Parittas or protective mantras which were believed to
rs of all sorts ,protecting from snake

be officious in “banning dange '
bites, evil spirits, preserving peace, insuring happy re- birth, ;Vealth,
The Buddhist literature contains the allusions to va;o;cslh orms of
magical beliefs and practices of the contemporary age. Buddhism wag
eighty four Siddhacharryas of the

popular in Assam also. Of all the
Buddhists , Minanatha, Luipa, Matsyendranath and Sarahpa were

believed to be from Assam.* P |
The texts of the tantric mantras have great similarity with the

texts of the mantras used by the bej in Assar. There' was a rich and
flourishing Tantric tradition in Assam. The four pithas sacred to
the Tantrics as listed in the Hevajra Tantra composed around A.D.
600 are Jalandhara, Oddiyana, Purnagiri and Kamrupa. Of these
four pithas, Kamrupa is identified as ‘Kamrup in Assam at prESEI-lt
the only pitha in action.” Some of the Tantras were composed in

Assam, The Tantra is a famous tantric work composed in Assam.
Kaulajnyananirqaya, Akulabhairavtantra and Kamakhyaguhyasiddhi
are three other works composed by Matsyendranatha. Another
famous tantric work composed in Assam is the Kamaratnatantra.
Gorakhnath’s Gorakhsamhita is another tantric work composed in
Assam.’ Though not numerous, recorded evidence as to the existence
of magical practice in Assam is found in some books written in the
past. Some of them are religious books, while some of them are
historical works. The history of Buddhism, Sikh religious books, the
biographies of the Vaishnava saints of Assam etc. make allusions to
the practice of magic in Assam. The Buranjis written during the Ahom
rule, the writings of the Mohammedan historians that accompanied
the numerous Mughal invasions and the notes and accounts of the
British writers also have recorded the existence of the practice of magic
. 1n Assam. Apart from these, there are some other books which have
. mentioned the practice of magic in Assam The History of Buddhism
. by Lama Taranath is noteworthy. As mentioned by him mantras
 of Ashwabhava a guru of the Mahayana sect brought back to life
- the devotees who died of snake bite. He did this with the help of
- magic while he was making converts and preaching among them in
- Kamrupa.® This might be the earliest written record. Reference to
the use of mantras is made in the book Sankar Digvijay also.” All
the elements of the cult of fertility, head-hunting, human sacrifice,
faith in reincarnation, ancestor worship and the rites connected with
the dead, belief in heavenly body, magic and sorcery are based on
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being used against families who unmrgn(l as [‘mwerful, challenging
ro of the village." Further, there are
instances where woman are branded as witches because they denied
sex. Many young widows go through this problem, when the man
ﬂwv have rejected accuse them of being witch and spread rumour
. villagers to hunt the witches."”

the existing power structu

among the

The victims of witchcraft have to face a lot of abuses, verbal
taunts and slurs through local terms denoting ‘witch’ as well as other
abuse aimed at demonizing and isolating the victims along with
their family often accompanied by minor to grave physical violence
sometimes even ending in murder. The long-term consequences of
victimization are equally grim. They are displaced or expelled from
their homes and villages and those who stay in their homes and
villages have to face isolation with limited or no access to common
resources of the village. Regardless of where the victims may be, in
their village or displaced, they become impoverished and live in fear.
The consequences upon the family are equally ghastly, with entire
nuclear families being affected by the dislocation, isolation and loss
of property and livelihood, impoverishment is certain.®

With regard to the responses of institutions and other persons,
the immediate family is most protective, and as result also victimized.
The neighbour appears to be hostile, either as instigators themselves,
or as supportive of instigators, and at times as passive onlookers.
The apathy in many cases is on account of fear of reprisal from
vested interest groups. The local authorities — a heterogeneous group
of autonomous women’s bodies, local leaders and eminent persons
played the most effective role.! Birubala Rabha, a social activist 1s
constantly campaigning and fighting against witcheraft and witch
hunting. She heads the Mission Birubala’ and goes from village to
village generating awareness against the practice. Assam Mabhila
Samata Society (AMSS) and Project Prahari, a scheme undertaken
by Assam Police in 2001 with active support of Ministry of Human

Rgspurce Development (MHRD) have been able to rescue many
victims of witchcraft, 2

The women’s body particularly stands out as the main lifeline
for the victims’ protection, redress and restoration of dignity. They
deploy dialogue, negotiation and legal action, drawing in multiple
actors to address the ostracism, expulsion and victimization, to
safeguard the victims’ interests. The police, despite being the sole
. agency fully mandated by law to take pre-emptive action and provide
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_edress, demonstrate neither initiative nor diligence in

: . o - ' . 5 2 1 voob 1

(he victims; some cases indicate that the police intervenedpmlt s
: 2d only after

(hey were pulled in by local authorities.”

The convictions of culprits are not possible due to the abse
of a proper law in place. They are convicted only under the archns::' ;
[ndian Penal Code(1860); sections 302 (punishment for murder) 32(1)c
351, 354 (outraging a women’s modesty), 364(A), 503 and 506. ’Most,
witch hunting cases are dealt under section 323(hurt) of the IPC.%
The punishment for ’hurt’ under section 323 is imprisonment that
extends up to one year with a fine of rupees one thousand. Such mild

punishment has only deterrent value.

The inhuman practice of branding and execution of people as
human rights. But the worst of all is

that this crime is socially sanctioned. To control the cases of branding
and execution of witches a very stringent path has to be followed.
Unlike the other crimes where the society at a large condemns the
act, but in case of witch hunting society sanctions it. Rigid laws
should be made by the law makers not only in state level but also

in national level. A national law against witch hunting and related

much needed and all policy makers should discuss

senseless crimes 18
this subject with utmost sensitivity, ‘without hurting the pride and

sentiments of the local population.’23

At the primary level, mass awareness is required to initiate a
change in the mindset of the people. Superstitious belief should be
ceded and scientific temper be inculcated. Apart from this education,
health services and other basic amenities should be taken care of by
the government. Together with the sincere offorts of the guardians of
society scientific temper among the people can be developed through
which the cases of witch hunting can be brought down drastically
and save the society from this widespread nuisance, consequently
saving lives of people in general and lives of women in particular.
Nonetheless, it is hoped that with the growth of awareness of history
ie by knowing what were the ‘actual causes’ of branding witches
among the people which were nothing but ignorance and selfish
vested interest of a certain section of the society for fulfilling their
goal and the progress of historical research further by the coming
genefﬁtions it will fill the gaps in our current knowledge and cure
the society of this ‘social disease’.

witches are direct violation of
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Crime Narrative: A Glimpse into Late Nineteenth Century Fiction
Maitreyee Dutta, Assistant Professor, Dept of English, Khagarijan College, Nagaon, Assam

Crime Fiction is one of the prominent genres in literature. Criminal actions or crime related
activities act as an intriguing plot device that frames the narrative into motion: unravelling
interesting red- herrings, side plots as well as instigating a deep introspection into the nature
and consequence of the crime. Thereby, it is one of those ever-present aspects of the society
that move in parallel with evolution and change. As the society alters with time, criminal
actions and criminal mindsets always find their prominent existence in every narrative. The
19th century Victorian Society is not an exception to this rule and was in fact noteworthy for
its dealings with crime.

Set in the aftermath of the French Revolution and encompassed by the influence of Industrial
Revolution that brought a grand upheaval in the living standards of the people; there was a
marked change in the population distribution with more and more people settling in towns
and cities due to rise of factories. This resulted in cramp living conditions which increased
the poverty and squalor in the cities. There was great scarcity of resources and criminal
activities went on a rise. In 1829, for the first time a police force was established in London.
Laws and punishments came into the scenario to control the increasing crime rate. Prisons
came up in abundance to meet the rate of crime, yet the tapestry of types of crime ran wide.
From petty thefts to con, from violence against women to murder; Victorian Society
witnessed a large array of criminal activities. Sensational crimes like that of Jack the Ripper
in 1888, whipped up a lot of public attention. But amidst this, there were many that went
unreported and continued creating devastating consequences.

This period was also dominated by various discourses on crime and criminals. Lombroso in
his work The Criminal Mind (1876) put forward the idea that there was a criminal type.
Based on this idea, The Criminal (1890) by Havelock Ellis compared physical features of
various criminals to locate a pattern, so as to recognize the type. Henry Maudsley in
Responsibility in Mental Disease (1874) declared that a criminal is not made but is rather
born. Various studies also came up regarding female criminals. This was an even more
critical subject as female criminals were judged by juxtaposing them to the construct of the
Victorian Ideal Woman. Since women were supposed to be flag bearers of morality in the
Victorian Society, their fall from grace was treated with much more stigma than the criminal
actions of men.

This scenario is well highlighted in Thomas Hardy’s novel Tess of the d'Urbervilles (1891).
The central protagonist Tess, ends up committing a murder when she stabs her rapist to death
towards the ending of the novel. It is this depiction of the crime and the criminal by the
author, that makes this novel stand out in direct opposition to the contemporary discourse.
Thinkers like Herbert Spencer and Havelock Ellis ruled out issues of poverty, lack of
opportunity and abuse when they blamed sexual abnormality to be the core reason for women
committing crimes. In fact, criminal women were depicted in a masculine light or in a highly
sexualized manner which indicated their moral dubiousness and lack of integrity. Most
criminals were also thought to be of the lower classes which were being often termed as
criminal classes. In the closing arc of her character, Tess appears to fit into the pattern of the
Victorian Criminal women as after, “she loses her virginity bears an illegitimate child and
becomes a mistress in order to get by, Tess’s fall from sexual purity is completed by the
criminal act of stabbing Alec™ (Green; 23). It is this notion, however. that Hardy dismisses in
his narrative of Tess, who is a beautiful feminine figure with graceful behaviour and lacked
any understanding of sexual matters in her youth; leading to her dismal fate. Furthermore, she
belonged to an aristocratic lineage with noble blood in her veins. As such, her mere existence
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was enough to set her apart from the criminal crowd of the Victorian Period, since her
beautiful appearance did not in any manner conform to the image of the depraved monstrous
criminal figure. Her crime on the other hand, was a result of a very strong motive.

Tess. despite being of noble stock, suffered from poverty. Her father, lulled into a sense of
false delusion of being noble, stopped fending for the family resulting in Tess stepping up to
take up many responsibilities on her shoulders. This puts her in the way of Alec d'Urberville,
a man with a big fortune who takes advantage of his social class and violates Tess; leaving
her with a child out of wedlock. Tess’s life takes a pitiable turn as she moves from poverty to
societal ruin due to her violation and then suffocates in the turn of circumstances when she
ends up becoming a mistress of her rapist despite being married to a man that she loved. Her
spirit is shattered when Angel Clare, the man she loved and married leaves for Brazil, after
her confession of her ruin in the past. Her financial circumstances are a major influence in her
situation as poverty makes her desperate to give into Alec’s demands. so as to bargain a
stable existence for her family after her father’s death. However, Angel does return to her and
Tess realizes that Alec had managed to ruin her happiness again, crying loudly that her sin, a
social construct, would Kill him. This appears to be the final break in her psyche where she
ends up committing a violent act that cannot even be seen as possible for someone as kind
and timid as Tess. As such, with this and her agreement to her punishment which she
welcomes with open arms, Hardy paints a murderer who is not a eriminal: but rather a victim
of the society and the justice system that did not allow her the safety and security she should
have received. Furthermore, Tess also remains unaware of the laws that could have aided her
in her fight for justice. In fact, Hardy does not write the subtitle — A Pure Woman, in a whim,
He does so, because according to the laws, Tess cannot be considered ruined when her case is
examined with references to the rape laws of that time. This can be done through a dissection
of the chapter which illustrates this act. Alec takes Tess away through a route and loses his
way. As they travel, Alec also makes Tess drink, holding a druggist’s bottle to her mouth.
This. according to Halsbury’s The Laws of England is in itself a criminal act, where in case
of any relation after drugging a woman; the man can be convicted of rape. This provision was
again reiterated in the Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1885. The second issue is the actual
action of violence, where Hardy clearly specifies that Tess was asleep when Alec calls out to
her. According to John Mew's The Digest of English Case Law, lack of consent from the
women means rape and while highlighting many cases, it is declared that a sleeping woman is
also incapable of consent. Thus, these two scenarios easily justify the legal connotation of
Tess being a pure woman. Alec, because of his social standing and Tess’s lack of knowledge
and resources at her disposal, easily gets out of his criminal actions. It is only his later
obsession and lust for Tess that brings him back to her life and “violent penetration answers
violent penetration, crime answers crime™ (Davis: 229). The novel, thus ends with a violent
closure where Tess is executed due to her crime; giving a legal closure to the two criminal
actions in the novel.

Mr Hyde in The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde (1886) by Robert Louis Stevenson
fits into the framework of the criminal type that Lombroso talked about in his work. In each
and every instance in the novella. Dr Jekyll's alter ego is described as a man with a horrific
appearance “with a haunting sense of unexpressed deformity with which the fugitive
impressed his beholders™ (Stevenson; 31). He is, in fact the creation of Dr Jekyll himself;
who is a man of high stature in the society with wealth and respect (o his name. The crimes of
Mr Hyde are destructive and violent in nature and throughout the plot keeps on gaining in
intensity. In the opening chapter there is the depiction of an instance where he collides with a
girl and simply tramples over her without any concern; highlighting his apathy and lack of
fear of fitting into the societal norms. This aspect is in complete contrast to the nature of Dr
Jekyll who is placed in a position where he appears to be the genial and welcoming figure for
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the neighbourhood: often giving parties for enjoyment. As such, Jekyll’s weakness in giving
into his depraved desires by creating his alter ego can be traced to his own character and his
past as he had a fortunate upbringing and excellent financial conditions that had always put
him in the high pedestal in the society. The realization that his image could get easily
tarnished forced him to supress his desires and. in a way, hamper his mental growth to be
able to reconcile with his needs. Fascinated by theories of multiplex personalities and double
nature; this obsession was termed by Lanyon as going, “wrong. wrong in mind” (Stevenson:
14). Thereby, when he frees his inner desires, it creates Mr Hyde which is his dark double in
character.

The murder of Sir Danvers Carew who was a political figure, brings the freedom of Mr Hyde
to a sudden stop. Jekyll, fraught with guilt at giving into depravity and in fear of discovery,
tries to supress his creation by not transforming into him. Jekyll is not guilty of the crimes
that Hyde does, but rather feels guilty at the fact that he enjoys living as his dark double. He
keeps on slipping towards this addiction and transforms into Hyde without the potion. His
suppression and hesitation results in Hyde emerging with a violent temper which concludes
in the sudden impulsive and brutal murder of Sir Danvers Carew which is witnessed by a
housemaid. The legal repercussions of this action hound Hyde to the extent that in fear of
discovery, Jekyll stops transforming for two months. The murder, haunts Jekyll and Utterson
clearly notes his feverish manner when he meets him after the incident. In this, however, Dr
Jekyll is in no way plagued by the fear of gallows. Instead, it is becoming Hyde that becomes
the greatest horror for him. His makes innumerable efforts and as he. “attempts to keep
hidden the part of himself that he cannot control... it becomes a source of shameful pleasure
and shameful consumption™ (Comitini; 126). In comparison to him, Dr Lanyon is unable to
handle the pressure of the revelation, and the guilt ends up killing him. Jekyll also engages in
the crime of forgery all by himself to keep his secret safe and thus starts a chain of lies, crime
and subterfuge.

Jekyll easily washes his hands off the crimes but it cannot be overlooked that it was him who
had made it possible for Hyde to come to life. In fact, he had created a whole existence for
his alter ego by opening a bank account and leasing an apartment in Soho for Hyde. Hyde
was, in a way the path through which he could experience the seedier parts of the society
from which he had been barred forever. This possibility of tasting the forbidden fruit instilled
the greed in him, which ends up wiping his own existence, for after Hyde’s suicide, nothing
related to Jekyll was ever found. It was as if he never existed. As such. Hyde's crimes get a
closure with his brutal suicide. Jekyll's fear of discovery and that he would be forever
subjected to the horror of being Hyde destroyed his mental stability. The existence of Dr
Jekyll, for all his respectable stature, ends up being an unsolved disappearance.

Cousin Henry (1879) by Anthony Trollope ends up complicating the relationship of crime
and guilt even more. [ndefer Jones. the Squire of Llanfeare, had no children of his own. In his
final years, he is stuck in a confusion of choosing the next heir. On one side, he is fond of his
niece Ms Isabel Brodrick and on the other side, as per traditional system of male heirs
inheriting property. he should choose his nephew, Mr Henry Jones. This ends up in the old
man changing his Will a number of times. In his last days. Isabel makes a trip to her home
and Henry stays with him. It is during this period that Indefer Jones changes his Will again,
this time favouring Isabel as the heir. He brings two witnesses who sign the Will but have no
clear idea about the change. He puts it inside a book of sermons and then falls ill before he
could reveal the change. His health worsens and he soon dies after looking at Isabel for one
last time. The tension in the novel, begins from this instance as Henry takes the book and
simply places it in the library, with the new Will inside it. After the death of the Squire, his
attorney as well as the entire household searches for the new Will but it is not to be found. As
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such, without other choice, the previous Will is put to function and Henry become the owner
of the property.

It is Henry who becomes the focus of attention with respect to the crime. He tries many a
times to burn the Will but something pulls him back each time. He is unable to cross that one
line that will actually make him a felon and, in this hesitation, he ends up causing a large
amount of mental harassment for himself. He is plagued by his knowledge of this new Will
and the insecurity of his position haunts him. His psychological state suffers a massive
amount of stress. He faces alienation from the staff and tenants of the estate: remaining
locked indoors for hours. Beginning to lose his appetite, he starts to give the impression of a
man waiting for the sword to drop. His weakness is such that despite trying to give up the
location of the Will, he is unable to actually do it. He makes up scenarios in his mind where
he would be the one to find the Will, assuming “the grand air of injured innocence”
(Trollope: 62) and give it to the authorities. thereby shaming those who were maligning his
character. Yet, he is unable to take any action. His inaction becomes a severe danger to him
when the Carmarthen Herald begins to rouse public opinion of a grave crime being
committed by Henry is destroying the actual Will. The editors fan the rumours to get a better
readership and engage in a campaign against him. The hue and cry of public opinion becomes
so immense that Mr Apjohn, the Jones Family Attorney approaches Henry and advices him to
file a lawsuit. Henry is hesitant and unwilling but ultimately bows under pressure only to fall
into the jaws of the legal system which was headed by a dangerous lawyer Mr John Cheeky.
The pressure of the hearing, his own weakness as well as the burden of being alone in the
entire situation slowly chips at this mental stability. He diminishes into a scared wraith of a
man, his entire personality degenerating into two choices — either to burn the Will or not to
burn it. He knows very well that the prosecution will wheedle it out of him if the Will is
simply concealed. But nothing can make him confess to burning the Will and this would not
only make him the legal heir but also save him from any repercussion. Yet, he is unable to
actually commit the crime and remains in the limbo of indecision. As Trollope writes,

To destroy the will was his only chance of escape. There was nothing else left to him... little
plots of his which he had planned for revelation of his secret without the acknowledgement of
guilt, had all fallen to pieces...anything that required skill in the execution was impossible to
him. (Trollope; 149).

Burning the will was the only option he had but he understood this very well that once he
committed that act, “there would be a final adieu to innocence ... no return to the white way,
no possibility of repentance™ (Trollope; 152). This stopped him from committing the actual
crime and as such allows him to leave without legal trouble when the Will is discovered. The
case is closed as per the situation and the rightful heir is restored.

The three novels describe three different situations and crimes where the characters engage in
matters of criminal urges; reacting in varied manners. The first crime in Tess of the
d'Urbervilles acts as the catalyst that concludes with the second crime. In case of Stevenson's
novel, trying to hide the reality backfires into a bigger crime of murder and forces Jekyll to
tarnish his own character by engaging in forgery; finally losing his identity. Cousin Henry
toes the line between a crime committed and not yet committed. As such, all the situations
depict different facets of crime highlighting the various associations and repercussions that
the victims, the perpetrators and the public go through: just because of one criminal action.
All the characters meet with the consequence they have sown for themselves. While the legal
system is a continual presence, it only acts prominently in convicting Tess and punishing her.
In the other two cases, the threat of the legal consequences loom in the periphery and this
threat actually corrodes the mental peace of the perpetrators, forcing them into taking the
easier way out — by suicide or by choosing inaction. The motivations for the crime committed
or thought of, gives a whole different angle to the reasoning of the individual psyche and as
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such brings a startling realization that it is the individual choice, mental health and the
environment that brings about such actions; not biological inheritance or any other
superstition.
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